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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS, 

DECEMBER,  1938. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  School  Medical  Officer, 

Administrative  Tuberculosis  Officer,  Medical  Superintendent  of  Corporation  Hospitals  : 

JOHN  INNES,  m.d.,  D.p.n. 


Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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Assistant  School  Medical  Officer  : 

Norah  Mills,  m.d.,  ch.b. 

Assistant  Resident  Medical  Officers  : 

(Birch  Hill  Hospital) 

G.  E.  HESKETH,  M.B.,  CH.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

D.  LONGBOTTOM,  M.B.,  CH.B. 

Lay  Administrative  Officer  : 

Fred  SchofieldJ 

Meat  and  Dairy  Inspector  : 

S.  Hennings. ill 

Removal  and  Disinfection  Officers  : 

J.  J.  Dowd,  R.  E.  Pickles. 

Health  Visitors  (Tuberculosis)  : 

Miss  C.  HoLT*f  and  Mrs.  M.  L.  Gallimore*. 

School  Nurses  : 

Misses  M.  Ingham*,  M.  Stephenson*!!),  D. 
M.  W.  French*!!). 

Dental  Attendants: 

G.  Petrie,  V.  M.  Brown. 


Principal  Medical  Officer  : 

(Birch  Hill  Hospital) 

Harry  Crossley,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  d.p.ii. 

Assistant  Medical  Officer  for  Maternity  Schemes  | 
Kenneth  A.  Evans,  l.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p., 

M.M.S.A.,  L.M.  {ROTUND 

Assistant  Medical  Officer  for  Child  Welfare, 
Ven.  Dis.  Medical  Officer, 

Assistant  School  Medical  Officer  (Part  Time) 
Gladys  Montgomery,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  m.d., 

D.P.I] 

Dental  Surgeons  (Schools)  : 

A.  C.  Walker,  l,.d.s. 

H.  P.  Gledsdale  i-.d.s. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 

Inspector  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  : 

Albert  E.  Duncan.  { 

District  Sanitary  Inspectors  : 

A.  Turner J||,  A.  Symons J||. 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspectors  : 

G.  DohbJH,  J.  Gawthorpe*. 

Health  Visitors  and  Infant  Protection  Firi/orsl 
Misses  L.  Lord*!,  E.  A.  Johnson*!! 

E.  Greenwood*!!),  W.  Roberts*  ] 
and  M.  I.  Smith*!!). 


Hospital  Matrons:  Miss  H.  Copeland*|§  (Birch  Hill). 

Miss  G.  M.  Wilkinson*  (Marland). 

Miss  E.  Burgess*  (Springfield). 

Municipal  Midwives  :  C.  Coupe!,  G.  Cusiien!,  M.r  C.  Giioarke!,  A.  Burrow!,  M.  Wood!- 
M.  Beard!,  H.  Cunningham!,  D.  A.  Holden!- 

PART  TIME  OFFICERS. 


Visiting  Surgeon  (Birch  Hill  Hospital): 

J.  C.  Jefferson,  m.b.,  b.s.,  f.r.c.s. 

Obstetric  Consultant  : 

E.  A.  Gerrard,  m.b.,  ch.b., 
m.c.o.g., 

Pathologist  : 

J.  S.  POOLEY,  M.A.,  M.R.C.S., 

L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Dental  Surgeon  (Hospitals) : 

II.  Senior  Ashworth,  l.d.s. 

Public  A  nalyst  : 

S.  E.  Meli.ing,  f.i.c. 

Ophthalmic  Surgeon : 

Philip  A.  Harry,  m.d.,  d.p.h. 


Radiologist: 

Alan  Richardson,  m.b.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.: 

Consultant  for  liar  Nose  &■  Throat  Diseases  (S| 
Med.  Service  and  Hospital  Services  ): 

W.  R.  Cammock,  f.r.c.s. 

District  Poor  Law  Medical  Officers  and  Public 
Vaccinators  : 

J.  G.  Standing,  m.b.,  c.m. 

A.  Lomas,  m.b.,  cii.b. 

II.  G.  Ramsbottom,  l.r.c.p.,  l.r.c.s. 


Vaccination  Officers  : 

H.  Campbell,  W.  M.  Law 

F.  Schofield. 


H.  BootiI 


§  Certificate  of  Society  of  Massage  and  Medical  Gymnastics. 

!)  New  Health  Visitor’s  Certificate  (Royal  Sanitary  Institute). 

*  Certificate  of  General  Nursing.  !  C.M.B.  Certificate  of  Midwifery. 

♦  Hoval  Sanitary  Institute  Certificate,  (Sanitary  Inspector). 

||  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  Certificate,  (Meat  and  Foods). 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  of 
the  County  Borough  of  Rochdale. 

Gentlemen,. 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Seventh  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
Conditions  of  the  Borough,  and  the  Report  on  the  Medical  Inspection  of  School 
Children  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1938. 

The  Report  has  been  prepared  on  the  lines  indicated  by  the  Ministr\^  of 

Health’s  Circular  1728,  which  states  that  the  Report  should  contain  as  a 
minimum  : — 

(a)  Information  with  regard  to  the  matters  specified  in  the  Appendix  1 

to  the  Circular,  set  out  as  far  as  possible  in  the  order  there  given, 
under  the  main  heads  : — 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area  ; 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area  ; 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area  ; 

Housing  ; 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food  ; 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  Other 
Diseases. 

(b)  A  statement  of  any  noteworthy  conditions  prejudicial  to  the  health 

of  the  area  which  have  not  been  adequately  dealt  with  in  Special 
Reports  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

(c)  A  statement  of  any  special  action  taken  during  the  year  in  the  area 

to  arouse  public  interest  in  the  prevention  of  ill  health,  or  the 
importance  of  early  treatment. 

(d)  A  summary  of  important  Special  Reports,  if  any,  made  during  the 

year,  including  those  which  have  been  separately  transmitted  to 
the  proper  authorities. 


The  first  portion  of  this  Report  is  statistical  in  character.  The  birth-rate 
was  slightly  lower  than  the  average  for  the  past  ten  years,  while  the  death-rate 

showed  a  definite  decrease  as  compared  with  last  year  and  the  average  of  the 
previous  five  years. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  of  53  per  1 ,000  births  for  1937  constituted  a  new 
ow  record  for  Rochdale.  This  figure  was  not  equalled  for  1938,  but  the  rate  for 
e  year,  at  63  per  1,000  births,  is  still  an  improvement  on  the  previous  records. 
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The  number  of  deaths  from  maternal  causes,  namely  4,  was  a  considerable 
decrease  as  compared  with  7  in  1937.  In  one  case  there  was  complete  absence 
of  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  patient. 

The  compulsorily  notifiable  infectious  diseases  showed  an  increase  up  to 
practically  double  the  figures  for  1937.  The  chief  increases  were  shown  by 
Diphtheria,  with  234  cases  compared  with  56,  and  Scarlet  Fever,  with  170  cases 
as  compared  with  80  cases.  In  the  non-notifiable  group,  Measles  and  German 
Measles  were  much  more  prevalent  than  in  1937. 

Amongst  the  more  important  developments  in  the  Public  Health  Sendee 
during  the  year  may  be  noted  : — 

1 .  Extension  of  Maternal  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  services 

(a)  Additional  clinics  in  both  Ante-Natal  and  Child  Welfare 
group ; 

(b)  Improved  Clinic  premises  for  Ante-Natal  purposes. 

2.  Completion  of  arrangements  for  Ambulance  sendee  to  Birch  Hill 

Hospital  to  be  undertaken  by  Health  Committee. 

3.  Inauguration  of  Blood  Transfusion  Sendee  for  Birch  Hill  Hospital 

in  conjunction  with  Rochdale  Infirmary. 

4.  Revision  of  Hospital  charges  and  of  costing  system  as  between 

Birch  Hill  Institution  and  Birch  Hill  Hospital. 

5.  Agreement  in  principle  with  the  formation  of  a  Joint  Smoke  Abate¬ 

ment  Board  for  South-East  I-ancashire. 

6.  Meetings  with  neighbouring  Authorities  re  Isolation  Hospital  Accom¬ 

modation  for  this  area. 

7.  Factory  Act,  1937,  came  into  operation  in  July. 

S.  The  following  orders  and  regulations  were  received 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  Order,  1938  ; 

Milk  and  Dairies  Amendment  Order,  1938  ; 

Tuberculosis  Order,  1938 ; 

Public  Health  (Aircraft)  Regulations,  1938. 

It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that,  particularly  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  the 
work  of  the  department  was  seriously  interfered  with  by  the  requirements  of 
the  Air  Raid  Precautions  Scheme  for  the  Borough.  At  the  time  of  writing  it 
appears  quite  definite  that  this  work  will  become,  in  greater  or  lesser  degree,  a 
permanent  part  of  the  Health  Services  of^lie  town,  and  that  adjustments  will 
have  to  be  made  accordingly.  Such  adjustments  can  only  be  made  either  by 
a  diversion  of  time  and  energy  away  from  the  Social  Services,  or  by  increased 

staff. 
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Throughout  the  year  the  Officials  of  this  Department  have  enjoyed  the 
confidence  of  the  Health  Committee,  and  have  received  much  encouragement 
from  the  Committee.  I  wish  to  acknowledge  that  confidence  and  encourage¬ 
ment,  and  on  the  other  hand,  to  thank  my  Staff  in  all  its  departments  for  the 
good  work  performed  by  them  during  the  year. 

Once  again  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Schofield,  Lay  Administrative  Officer 

and  to  Mr.  Duncan,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  for  their  assistance  in  preparing 
this  Report.  r  6 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 


Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  School  Medical  Officer. 


Public  Health  Offices, 
June  20th,  1939. 


8 


STATISTICS. 

Year  ended  31st  December,  1938. 


Area  (in  acres)  . 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate  of  Resident  Population,  mid-year  1938 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (Census  1931)  ...  . 

Estimated  sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  . 

Rateable  Value,  . 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births. — Legitimate 

1038  .. 

.  520  .. 

.  518 

Illegitimate 

58  .. 

25  .. 

33 

1096 

545 

551 

9,553 

91,290 

25,487 

£2,131 

£563,621 


Birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  12.0 
Still-births  59 — Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ...  51.1 


Total  M.  F. 

Deaths .  1271  ...  609  ...  662 

Death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  13.9 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  4. 


Puerperal  Sepsis 


H 


Other  Puerperal  Causes  3  ) 

Death-rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age. 


Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 


All  infants  per  1 ,000  live  births  . 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 


3.5 


63 

63 

52 


No.  of 

Deaths 

Rate  per  1,000 
of  population 

1938 

1937 

1938 

1937 

Measles 

3 

— 

0.03 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

3 

— 

0.03 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  . . 

7 

4 

0  08 

0.04 

Other  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases 

5 

4 

0.05 

0.04 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Pulmon¬ 
ary  Tuberculosis) 

144 

164 

1.58 

1.78 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System  . . 

44 

50 

0.48 

0.54 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

5 

14 

0.05 

0  15 
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Poor  Law  Relief. 

The  following  information  as  to  the  number  of  persons  receiving  Relief 
on  December  3.st,  1938.  and  the  amount  of  cash  payments  during  "he  year 

%i,res  ,or  ,937’ ,,as  been  ki-di^  «  by 

During  the  year 
ended  Dec.  31st, 


1938 

1937 

*399 

391 

£2,078  . 

••  £6,342 

£32,246  . 

••  £27,094 

*2,068 

2,039 

No.  of  Persons  in  receipt  of  Institutional  Relief 
Amount  paid  as  Domiciliary  Relief : _ 

(a)  Able-bodied  Persons  relieved  on 
account  of  unemployment 

(b)  Poor  Relief  (aged  and  infirm,  etc., 

persons)  . 

No.  of  Persons  in  receipt  of  Domiciliary  Relief 
(excluding  vagrants)  . 

*  Statistics  represent  last  week  in  December  only. 

National  Health  Insurance. 

information's  ,*  ^“rance  Committee  has  kindly  supplied  the  following 
information  as  to  the  number  of  insured  persons  in  the  Borough  and  the  cost  of 
medicines  supplied  to  the  insured  population 

Year  ended  Dec.  31st, 
1937 

50,385 

..  245,245 

£ 8,701 


1938 


52,534 

231,306 

£8,645 


(1)  Total  number  of  Insured  Persons  in  the 

borough  on  October  1st 

(2)  Number  of  Prescriptions  made  up  for  the 

Insured  Population  . 

(3)  Annual  Cost  of  Drugs,  Medicines  and 

Appliances  for  Insured  Population 

Unemplo  yment. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  Manager  of  the  Employment  Exchange  for  the 

andthegdnf°rmata°n  “  ‘°  nn',m!’loVmenl  in  the  Rochdale  County  Borough 

aWe  T,  e,a°,n,ng  °f  Ward'e'  FiSures  for  Rochdafe  are  not  avjl- 

Decemb  r  sTsHmS™  h  °n  ‘he  Register  d™g  the  year  ended 

a~  31®‘-  I938’,1S  shown  tn  the  Table  below,  in  comparison  with  the 
erages  for  the  preceding  three  years  : — 

Year  Total  Men  Women  juveniles 


1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 


6,660 

5,307 

3,985 

7,828 


4,674 

4,150 

3,168 

4,647 


1,772 

1,037 

737 

2,946 


214 

120 

80 

235 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  and  Population  of  the  Borough. 

The  Census  Returns  of  April,  1931,  give  the  population  as  90,278,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  the  Registrar  General’s  most  recent  estimate  of  91,290  at  mid-year 
1938.  Although  there  has  been  an  extension  of  the  Borough  since  the  Census 
year  by  the  inclusion  of  parts  of  the  districts  of  Norden  and  Bamford  with  an 
estimated  population  of  4, (MM),  there  is  evidence  of  a  decline  in  the  population 
of  this  Borough,  due  mainly  to  the  continued  low  birth-rate  and  a  high  death- 
rate  averaging  2  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  above  the  birth-rate, 
as  indicated  in  Table  I.,  Appendix. 

The  area  of  the  Borough  is  now  9,553  acres. 

Live  Births. 

There  were  1 ,096  live  births  (males  545,  females  5511  registered  as  belonging 
to  this  Borough,  as  compared  with  1,093  in  the  year  1937,  and  an  average  of 
1,175  during  the  ten  years  1927-36. 

Illegitimate  Births  numbered  58,  or  5.3  per  cent,  of  the  total  live  births. 
Still  Births. 

These  registered  a  total  of  59,  as  against  55  the  previous  year  and  42  in  1936. 

The  Live  Birth-rate  continued  at  a  low  even  figure,  and  was  equal  to 
12.0  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population,  as  compared  with  11.9  the  previous 
year  and  an  average  during  the  ten  preceding  years  of  12.8  per  1,000.  In  the 
126  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns,  including  London,  the  corresponding 
rate  was  15.0  per  1,000,  while  the  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  was 
15.1  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Deaths. 

There  were  1,271  deaths  (609  males  and  662  females)  registered  as  belonging 
to  this  Borough,  as  compared  with  1,415  the  previous  year  and  an  average  of 
1,364  during  the  ten  years  1927-36. 


Comparative  figures  as  to  age  periods  of  persons  dying  in  1938  and  1937  are 
given  below  : — 


Year 

Total 

Under 

1-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-65 

65  years 

deaths 

1  yr. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

and  over 

1937 

1,415  ... 

58  ... 

21 

13  ... 

32  . 

..  600 

...  691 

1938 

1,271  ... 

69  ... 

18 

22  ... 

28  . 

..  515 

...  619 
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I  he  death-rate  from  all  causes  was  13.9  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  popula- 

.on  as  agamst  15.4  during  the  preceding  year  and  an  average  of  14.9  per  1  000 
for  the  ten  years  1927-36.  1  ’ 


I  he  chief  causes  of  death  are  given  in  comparison  with  the  previous 


vear  : — 


Influenza 
Tuberculosis 
Cancer  ... 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc . 

Heart  Disease  ... 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  . 

Bronchitis  . 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Nephritis 

Congenital  Debility,  Malformation  and  Pie- 
mature  Birth,  etc. 


Year  1938 

17 

49 

181 

45 

309 

143 

54 

80 

54 

42 


Total...  974 


Percentage  of  total  deaths  registered  during 
the  year  . 


76.6 


Year  1937 

67 

64 
165 

65 
388 
110 

80 

75 

51 

35 

1,100 


77.7 


deaths^  Idi  AiTind?' nfT  ‘he  “ge  a',d  S“  distributio"  causes  of 
ths  in  IMS,  while  Table  I.  gives  comparative  mortality  rates  and  birth- 
rates,  during  the  past  ten  years. 


Infant  Mortality. 

during1  Rep°rt  a/ear  W  the  ™mber  of  infant  deaths,  numbering  58 

uring  1937  was  reported  as  constituting  the  lowest  record  for  Rochdale  but 

n  or  unately,  the  past  year  has  recorded  an  increase  to  69  deaths  details  of 
which  are  shown  in  Table  III.,  Appendix. 

cause  of VelTh  356 os  ^  t0  premature  birth-  which  was  certified  as  the 

cause  of  death  in  25  cases,  as  against  14  in  the  previous  year  and  an  average  of 

to  fo  year$  1932'1936'  Deaths  in  the  first  four  weeks  of  life  continue 

o  form  a  large  proportion  of  the  total  infant  deaths-48  or  69.6  per  cent  during 

the  year,  as  compared  with  54  per  cent,  in  1937.  As  in  previous  years  the 
diseases  which  are  responsible  for  the  major  number  of  infant  deaths  under 
>ear  of  age  are  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system  and  gastro  enteritis. 
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Comparative  Mortality  and  Birth  Rates. 


ROCHDALE 

126  County  Boroughs 
and  Great  Towns  ... 
148  Smaller  Towns 
(Population  25,000 

to  50,000) . 

England  and  Wales 


Death-rate 

All  Causes  per 
1,000  of 
population 

Live  Birth-rate 
per  1,000 
of 

population 

Infant 
Mortality 
per  1,000 
live  births 

13.9 

12.0 

63 

11.7 

15.0 

57 

11.0 

15.4 

51 

11.6 

15.1 

53 

These  figures  are  corrected  only  lor  transfers  and  institutions  and  make  no 
allowance  for  variations  in  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  populate  m 
different  areas. 


Zvmotic  Diseases.  .  , 

The  principal  zymotic  or  epidemic  diseases  (excluding  influenza)  caused 

15  deaths  (0.16  per  1,000  population),  as  compared  with  11  deaths  (0.10  per 

1  (KM)  of  population),  as  shown  below. 

Year  1938  ^  ear  1937 


Typhoid  Fever  ... 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

Diphtheria  . 

Measles . 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under  2  years  of  age) 


Total 


showed  a  decrease  from  164  in  1937  to  144  during  the 
past  year,  due  chiefly  to  the  lower  incidence  of  bronchitis. 


Pneumonia  was  certified  as  the  cause 
respiratory  affections  10. 


of  SO  deaths,  bronchitis  54  and  other 


T|!e  arrangement  with  the  Christie  Hospital  and  Holt  Rad, urn  Inst.tute 
Manchester,  for  the  admission  and  treatment  of  selected  cases  of  cancer  has 
been  continued,  and  during  the  year  six  cases  have  been  referred  from  Btrch 
Hill  Hospital  to  that  Institution. 
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The  number  of  deaths  classified  to  this 
165  in  1937  and  171  in  1936. 


cause  was  181,  as  compared  with 


ihe  deaths  in  1938  are  given  in  age  groups  below 


Year 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

15yrs. 

15-25 

yrs. 

25-45 

yrs. 

45-55 

yrs. 

55-65 

yrs. 

65-75  75  yrs. 
yrs.  and  over 

1938 

1937 

...  181  .. 

...  165  ... 

•  1  ... 

1  ... 

1  ... 

9  ... 
14  ... 

25  ... 
24  ... 

56  ... 
53  ... 

66  ...  23 

54  ...  19 

waVsT®.  an"Ual  "Umber  °f  deathS  dUC  ‘°  m  CaUSe  durin«  the  years 


The  death-rate  was  2.0  per  1.000  of  population,  and  the 

per  i  jUv/v* 


previous  year  1.8 


No  special  investigations  have  been  undertaken  during  the  vear  in  mnnor 
ti°n  Wlth  the  incidence  or  causation  of  this  disease. 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

The  arrangement  with  the  District  Nursing  Association  fnr  u 

oohthl  °f  Se,leCteK  °f  infectious  diseases  such  as  tuberculosis,  measles  and 
ophthalmia  has  been  continued,  and  during  the  year  much  valuable  public 

ealth  work  has  been  done  by  the  staff  of  that  Association  as  shown  in  the 
following  summary  kindly  supplied  by  the  Matron  •—  th 


Pneumonia  (excl.  bronchial  or  with  measles) 
Tuberculosis 

Complications  of  pregnancy 

Abortions  . 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

Complications  of  childbirth 

Influenza 

Measles  ... 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Whooping  Cough  . 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Diphtheria 

Other  Diseases  in  Children  under  5  years 


No.  of  No.  of 

Cases  Visits 


79 

1,337 

20 

711 

11 

256 

7 

187 

2 

25 

29 

605 

7 

80 

7 

72 

6 

340 

1 

9 

1 

6 

1 

5 

121 

1,378 
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The  Health  Committee  pay  the  recognised  visiting  fee  for  cases  referred 
by  the  Medical  Officers  of  this  Department. 

Midwives. 

19  midwives  gave  notice  of  intention  to  practice  within  the  Borough  during 
1938  ;  11  of  these  are  engaged  in  private  practice,  while  the  remaining  8  are 
members  of  the  public  health  staff  acting  as  Municipal  Midwives  in  domiciliary 
practice.  The  latter  were  appointed  under  the  provisions  of  the  Midwives  Act, 
1936,  and  commenced  duty  on  the  1st  July,  1937,  so  that  the  past  year  ended 
December  is  the  first  complete  year  of  service. 


Each  midwife  has  been  allotted  to  a  district  in  the  Borough,  with  residence 
conveniently  situated  and  with  telephone  provided.  Their  work  is  closely 
co-ordinated  with  the  Child  Welfare  and  Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  services 
and  with  the  Maternity  Home  at  Birch  Hill.  Patients  are  allowed  reasonable 
choice  of  midwife,  but  they  are  encouraged  to  select  the  midwife  resident  in  the 
immediate  district  so  as  to  avoid  her  travelling  too  far  distant  from  her  home. 
It  is  not  possible  to  have  the  work  evenly  distributed  over  the  eight  midwives, 
but  it  is  arranged  that  midwives  in  adjoining  districts  work  together  relieving 
each  other  whenever  necessary. 


During  the  eighteen  months  during  which  the  Municipal  Midwifery  service 
has  been  in  operation  the  progress  of  the  scheme  has  been  satisfactory. 


The  statistical  summary  below  will  convey  some  indication  of  the  amount 
of  work  done  by  these  midwives  during  the  past  year 


As  Midwife 

356  ' 

Cases  delivered  . 

As  Nurse  ... 

63  )" 

As  Midwife 

5804  1 

Visits  during  lying-in  period 

As  Nurse  ... 

814  [" 

Ante-Natal  (home)  Visits  .  . 

do.  number  of  patients  concerned.. 

Post-Natal  Visits  •  ...  . 

Visits  to  Ante-Natal  Clinic  accompanied  by  patient 
Visits  of  enquiry  re  Claims  for  Medical-Midwifery  Fees  .. 


419 

6618 

2471 

1240 

16 

322 

137 


There  were  544  domiciliary  cases  (including  cases  of  abortion  and  mis¬ 
carriage)  during  the  year  attended  as  follows 

78  |>er  cent,  by  Municipal  Midwives  ; 

18  per  cent,  bv  Private  Midwives  ; 

4  per  cent,  by  Doctors. 
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The  private  midwives  on  the  register  as  practicing  on  the  31st  December 
1938,  were  eleven,  and  during  the  year  these  midwives  attended  only  98Tases 

In  four  cases  a  fee  of  ten  shillings  was  paid  to  the  private  midwives  as 
compensation  in  respect  of  maternity  patients  sent  to  the  Birch  Hill  Maternity 
Home  at  the  request  of  a  medical  practitioner  or  the  Clinic  Medical  Officer 

Poor  Law  Medical  Out-Relief. 

relie/thirhig  the^year"0  allera,i°n  "  ““  ^  for  "^ical  out- 

Three  part-time  Medical  Officers  are  engaged  in  this  «,rv,V»  v 
separate  district,  acting  under  the  direction  of  the  Public  Assistance  Committee"1 

Institutional  Provision  for  Care  of  Mental  Defectives. 

These  cases  are  accommodated  at  the  Birch  Hill  Poor  Law  Institution 
,  Dearnley,  and  consist  of  epileptics,  idiots,  imbeciles,  and  the  mentally  infirm’ 

County  Th?  tr^Sferred  to  aPProPnate  institutions  in  other  parts  of  the 
he  present  accommodation  provides  about  140  beds. 

The  Public  Assistance  Committee,  have,  however,  arranged  for  alterations 

™ e  ofcrr  ft  T  WMCh  WU1  Pr°Vide  m°dem  accommodation  for  this 

ype  ot  case.  The  work  is  now  nearing  completion. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

the  rlrlrofTnttas  ““ 

ambulances6  ^  B°roUgh  P°'ice  provide  three  ™<°r 

as  entered  into  an  agreement  with  the  Corporation  for  the  removal  of  non- 
Hospi'tal"  an  S‘CkneSS  CaSCS  requiring  admission  to  the  Municipal  General 

tion  ^t^™^70Ttt^irniteir"Dvingtpatirt8  to  the  c°rp°ra- 

and  s'ptingfield  S“  ^ 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

There  are  five  Centres  in  connection  with  maternity  and  rhild 
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during  the  year  to  meet  the  increasing  number  attending  ;  also  one  Centre  each 
in  connection  with  (a)  venereal  diseases  and  tuberculosis,  and  (b)  school  medical 
inspection. 

Hours  of  Clinic  sessions  and  situation  of  Centres  are  shown,  as  also  are 


Mon. 

Tues. 

Wed. 

Thurs. 

Fri. 

I. — Maternity  &  Child 
Welfare 

(*)  St.  Luke’s  School, 

Deeplish . 

10—12 

noon 

2 — 1  p.m. 

_ 

_ 

(b)  St.  Clement’s  School, 
Spotland  Bridge 

— 

10 — 12  noon 

2 — 4  p.m. 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Norden  Liberal  Club, 
Edenfield  Road . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2—4  p.m. 

(d)  Baillie  St.  Council 
School  . 

_ 

— 

2 — 1  p.m. 

2 — 1  p.m. 

10 — 12  a.m. 

(e)  Castleton  Wesleyan 
School,  Essex  Street 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 — 4  p.m. 

(f)  Ante  Natal 

(Baillie  St.  Council 
School)  . 

10  a.m.  to 
11-30  a.m. 

5-30  to 

7-0  p.m. 

10  a.m.  to 
11-30  a.m. 

10  a.m.  to 
11-30  a.m. 

— 

(o)  Post  Natal 

(Baillie  St.  Council 
School  . 

__ 

_ 

— 

2-30—4  p.m. 

II.— Municipal  Clinic 

Baillie  Street  . . 

(a)  Tuberculosis  Dispen. 

Entrance  :  2-1  Baillie  St 

— 

5-30  p.m.  to 
7-30  p.m. 

2 — 1  p.m. 

— 

9-30  a.m.  to 
11-30  a.m. 

(b)  Venereal  Diseases 
Clinic - 

Male 

Entrauce  :  20  Baillie  Street 

5-30  to 
7-30  p.m. 

3-0  p.m.  to 
5-0  p.m. 

— 

5 — 7  p.m. 

— 

Female 

Entrance  :  2  Alfred  Street 

_ 

10-30  a.m.  to 
11-30  a.m. 

5-30  p.m.  to 
7-30  p.m. 

— 

— 

III.— Clinics  Provided  b> 
the  Education 
Committee  - 

(a)  Inspection  Clinics  .. 

9 — 12  noon 

2—5  O.m. 

9 — 12  noon 

(b)  Treatment  Clinics  .. 

Daily  9 — U 

-30  a.m. 

(c)  Eye  Clinic  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 — 4  p.m. 

IV.— Orthopaedic  Clinic 
Smith  Street 

Exercise  ( 

linies  held  da 

i ly  throughou 

the  week. 

— 4  p.m. 

L  8  |JI  UTIUCU  UJ  I 

Orthopaxlic  Clinic 
Artificial  Light  Clinic 
Ophthalmic  Clinic 


Monday  to  Friday. 

Morning  and  Evening  each  day. 
Monday,  1 1  a.m. 


UUniUOUUiU  V4UUI.  ...  ■■■  — - - -  ' 

Medical  Out-Patients1  Clinic  ...  Wednesday.lla.nl 

_  I  VI  .  l.'.i.l  Vliiminff  Q.< 


Ear,  Throat  and  Nose  Clinic 

X-Ray  . 

Massage . 

Surgical  Out-Patients  ... 


Friday  Morning,  9-3(1  a.m. 
Each  Morning  at  9  o’clock. 
Tuesday  Sc  Friday,  9-30  a.m. 
Daily.  


The  work  in  connection  with  the  Corporation  Clinics  is  set  out  in  detail  in 
the  respective  sections  in  this  report. 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

(a)  Bacteriological  Examinations. 

The  agreement  with  Dr.  Pooley  at  the  Broadtield  Laboratory  for  the  bac¬ 
teriological  examinations  necessary  for  clinical  diagnosis  in  cases  of  suspected 
tuberculosis,  diphtheria  or  typhoid  fever,  has  been  continued.  Outfits  for  the 
collection  of  specimens  may  be  obtained  by  medical  practitioners  on  application 
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at  the  Public  Health  Offices  or  at  the  Laboratory  ;  a  telephone  or  a  written  report 

on  the  examination  is  furnished  without  delay,  in  any  case,  within  twenty-four 
hours. 

This  work  continues  to  increase  each  year,  mainly  due  to  the  demands  of 
the  hospital  services.  During  the  past  year  there  were  6,440  examinations,  as 
against  3,695  in  1937,  and  2,813  in  1936.  The  past  year’s  large  increase  was 
due  chiefly  to  the  prevalence  of  diphtheria  throughout  the  town— 4,239  diph¬ 
theria  tests  were  made  compared  with  1,888  during  the  previous  vear. 

Table  XII.,  Appendix,  shows  details  of  the  examinations  during  1938. 

In  addition  to  this  work,  the  following  chemical  analyses  of  water  and  the 
examination  of  milk  for  tuberculosis  and  bacterial  count,  etc.,  were  also  carried 
out  at  the  Broadfield  Laboratory. 

Milk — for  tuberculosis  .  Igl 

for  bacterial  count  and  B.Coli  .  102 

for  meth.  blue  reductions  test  ...  ...  99 

Water  ...  ...  ...  ...  jg 

(b)  Pathological  Examinations. 

Specimens  collected  from  persons  suspected  to  be  suffering  from  venereal 
diseases  are  examined  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Manchester.  754  speci¬ 
mens  were  examined,  as  against  641  in  1937.  In  addition  to  this  number  408 
specimens  were  examined  by  the  Medical  Officer  at  the  Treatment  Centre. 

Outfits  for  the  collection  of  these  specimens  are  also  obtained  from  the 
Public  Health  Offices. 

(c)  Milk  and  Foodstuffs. 

The  Borough  Analyst  (S.  E.  Melling,  F.I.C.)  appointed  by  this  Authority, 
makes  all  chemical  analyses  and  other  examinations  required  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Acts.  During  the  past  year  307  samples  were  submitted.  (See  na^e 
46  for  full  details.)  b 

Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes. 

There  are  three  dwelling-houses  registered  as  Maternity  Homes  and  two 
Nursing  Homes  for  medical  and  for  surgical  cases  are  also  registered  : _ 

59,  Boundary  Street — Maternity — one  patient ; 

60,  Park  Road — Maternity — two  patients  ; 

183,  Drake  Street — Medical  and  Surgical — four  adults  and  four  children  ; 

62,  King  Street  East— Maternity— one  patient  ; 

The  Law  Nursing  Home,  Manchester  Road— Medical— 34  patients. 

No  adverse  reports  have  been  received  during  the  year  regarding  the 
conduct  of  these  Nursing  Homes. 
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Hospitals. 

The  public  and  voluntary  hospital  services  in  the  district  provide  994 
beds  for  sick,  as  shown  below  : — 


Public  Hospitals — 

Birch  Hill  Hospital— General  Medical  and  Surgical 

do.  Maternity  . 

Birch  Hill  Institution— Epilepsy,  Mentally  Iniirin.  etc. 

Marland  Hospital— Infectious  diseases . 

Springfield  Sanatorium — Pulmonary  1  uberculosis 

(females)  . 

Wolstenholme  Pulmonary  Hospital — Pulmonary  1  uber¬ 
culosis  (males)  . 


417  beds 
58 

148  „ 
120  ,, 


55 


Voluntary  Hospitals — 

Rochdale  Infirmary— General  (chiefly  surgical) 
The  Memorial  Home— Orthopedic  . 


In  addition  to  this  number  arrangements  have  been  continued  during  the 
Year  to  send  selected  cases  of  tuberculosis  to  various  sanatoria,  i.e.,  Stannington, 
Nr.  Morpeth  ;  Eastby,  Nr.  Skipton  ;  Crossley  Sanatorium,  Delamere  ;  and  1  lie 
Robert  Jones  and  Agnes  Hunt  Orthopedic  Hospital,  Oswestry. 

Three  beds  are  also  retained  at  the  Hyde  Smallpox  Hospital  for  cases  of 
smallpox  which  may  occur  within  the  Borough. 


The  extent  to  which  the  hospitals  under  the  control  of  the  Corporation 
have  been  used  during  the  year  is  shown  in  the  following  summary  :— 


No.  of 
Beds 
available 

In 

Hospital 

on 

Dec.  31 
1937 

No.  of 
Cases 
admitted 
during 
the  year 

Occupation  of  Beds 

Average 
daily  No. 

Highest 

No. 

Lowest 

No. 

Marland  Hospital 

Birch  Hill  Hospital 

Birch  Hill  Institution  ... 

(Epileptic  and  mentally 
Infirm  cases) 

Springfield  Sanatorium  ... 

120 

475 

148 

36 

52 

390 

139 

10 

675 

*3408 

137 

22 

66 

375 

144 

28 

104 

432 

155 

33 

39 

335 

133 

23 

*  Excluding  795  infants  bom  in  Hospital. 

These*  Institutions  serve  Rochdale  County  Borough  and  the  adjacent 


County  Districts. 
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The  General  Hospital,  Birch  Hill. 

r  yhls  HospitaI  serves  the  Rochdale  County  Borough  and  the  adjoining 
County  Districts  of  Whitworth,  Milnrow,  Littleborough  and  Wardle  with  a 
total  estimated  population  of  123,152. 

1  he  demand  for  the  services  of  the  Hospital  continues  to  increase  annually 
Last  year  there  were  3,408  patients  admitted  (excluding  infants  born  in  hospital) 
as  compared  with  3,314  in  1937,  2,913  in  1936,  and  2,723  in  1935. 

The  patients  discharged  during  the  past  year  include  1,261  children  under 
16  years  of  age  and  2,440  adults.  In  the  Maternity  Home  there  were  833 
women  confined,  and  795  live  births  were  registered.  The  corresponding 
figures  for  the  previous  year  were  749  and  719  respectively.  Surgical  operative 
work  has  almost  doubled  in  extent  during  the  past  seven  years,  and  in  1938 
there  were  699  surgical  operations  under  a  general  anaesthetic  including  300 
abdominal  sections.  The  past  year  constitutes  another  record. 


Year  1938  Year  1937 


Total  number  of  admissions  (including  infants  born  in 
hospital)  . 

Number  of  women  confined  in  hospital... 

Number  of  live  births  . 

Number  of  still-births  . 

Number  of  deaths  amongst  the  newfy-born  (i.e.,  under 
4  weeks  of  age)  . 

Total  number  of  deaths  amongst  children  under  one  year 

Number  of  maternal  deaths  among  women  confined  in 
hospital 

Total  number  of  deaths . 

Total  number  of  discharges  (including  infants  born  in 
hospital) 

Duration  of  stay  of  patients— 

(a)  Four  weeks  or  less  . 

(^)  Exceeding  four  weeks  but  under  thirteen  weeks 
(c)  Exceeding  thirteen  weeks 

Number  of  beds  occupied,  average  during  the  year  1938 
(highest  432  on  21/1/38,  lowest  335  on  26/9/38) 

Number  of  surgical  operations  under  general  anesthetic 
(excluding  dental  operations) 

Number  of  abdominal  sections 

Numbei  of  pathological  and  microscopical  examinations 


4203 

833 

795 

47 

26 

56 

5 

504 

3701 

3279 

701 

225 

375 


699 

300 

1830 


4033 

749 

719 

39 

26 

53 

2 

529 

3506 

2894 

903 

238 

382 


582 

241 

1340 


Further  details  of  type  and  classification  of  cases  dealt  with  and  accom¬ 
modation  provided  at  this  hospital  are  shown  in  Tables  IX,  X.  and  XI.  Appendix. 


The  “  Five  Year  Plan  ”  for  the  development  of  hospital  services  at  Birch 
Hill  Hospital  has  been  further  continued,  and  during  the  year  the  Nurses’ 
Lecture  Hall  and  Staff  Canteen  were  completed.  The  new  Nurses’  Home  and 
the  Operating  Theatre  Unit,  together  with  Massage  and  Artificial  Light  Treat¬ 
ment  Departments  are  nearing  completion,  and  it  is  anticipated  will  be  in 
occupation  during  the  latter  part  of  the  coming  year. 

Plans  for  the  modernising  and  extension  of  one  of  the  Chronic  Blocks  have 
now  been  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  it  is  hoped  to  proceed  with 
this  work  at  the  earliest  opportunity. 


Dental  Work. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  H.  Senior  Ashworth,  Dental  Surgeon,  for  the  following 
statement  of  dental  work  carried  out  at  Birch  Hill  Hospital,  Cottage  Homes 
and  the  Public  Assistance  Institution  during  the  year : 


Visits  to  Birch  Hill  Hospital  ... 
Inspections  at  Cottage  Homes 

Extractions  . 

Fillings . 

Scalings  and  Gum  Treatment 


98 

2 

674 

197 

72 


‘‘I  have  attended  the  Cottage  Homes  for  inspections  and  am  pleased  to  report 
the  continued  improvement  in  the  general  condition  of  the  children’s  teeth.” 


"Each  inmate  of  the  Male  and  Female  Mental  Wards  has  been  examined  and 
received  the  necessary  treatment.” 

"Four  Orthodontic  Appliances  have  been  supplied  and  dentures  repaired 
for  certain  patients.  A  General  Anaesthetic,  other  than  Nitrous  Oxide,  has 
been  administered  to  four  patients  for  multiple  extractions.” 


Blood  Transfusion  Service. 

This  service  has  been  inaugurated  during  the  year  and  developed  on  lines 
adopted  at  the  Rochdale  Infirmary.  The  same  panel  of  donors  as  serve  the 
Infirmary  have  expressed  their  willingness  to  serve  also  Birch  Hill  Hospital. 

This  panel  is  made  up  mainly  of  members  of  the  local  Toe  H,  and  the 
Health  Committee  are  grateful  for  services  rendered  by  several  members  during 
the  year. 

Joint  Cousultative  Committee. 

The  Joint  Committee  consisting  of  representatives  of  the  Health  Committee 
and  of  the  Rochdale  Infirmary,  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  co-ordinating  the 
hospital  services,  have  continued  their  regular  meetings,  and  many  matters  of 
mutual  interest  affecting  general  hospital  administration  have  been  discussed. 

Hospital  Recommends.  m 

The  Corporation  arc  able  to  supply  a  limited  number  of  ”  Recommends” 

for  admission  to  the  following  institutions  : — 
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Manchester  Royal  Eye  Hospital  ; 

Manchester  Royal  Infirmary ; 

Rochdale  Infirmary  ; 

Royal  Manchester  Children’s  Hospital  ; 

St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Manchester  ; 

Devonshire  Royal  Hospital,  Buxton. 

Office?^?  M  “““  "Recommends"  sh°«M  be  made  to  the  Public  Health 
Offices  and  should  be  accompanied  by  a  medical  certificate  or  written  request 
from  the  hospital  concerned.  lequest 

Marland  Hospital  and  Springfield  Sanatorium. 

report  reP°rt  °n  ““  W°rk  °f  institutions  is  given  in  a  later  part  of  this 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. 

The  number  of  births  notified  as  occurring  within  the  Borough  was  523- 
>  nndwjves  502,  by  doctors  and  parents  21.  Births  occurring  at  Birch  Hill 
..  , mi  y  °me  and  cIassified  to  Rochdale  totalled  642.  This  Act  requires 

o“c  the  ^  °ffiCer  °f  Health  Within  36  hours  ~ 

complied  with  W  excePtions  provisions  of  the  Act  were  generally 

Health  Vistors. 

workTh Tn  add?  H?a“.K  ViS‘t0rS  fU“y  employed  in  maternity  and  child  welfare 
ante  „»?  V  *he‘r  reSular  attend=mces  at  the  infant  welfare  centres 

there  are  infantP°  dn  C‘T'f'  ‘hey  made  over  12-800  ™ts  to  homes  where 

as  shoaJ  n  y°™S  and  °ver  500  visits  t0  “pedant  mothers, 

as  snown  in  summary  below  : _ 


Classification  of  Visits 


Primary  Visits  to  Births  notified  (or  otherwise  reported)  ... 

”  ...  re  Still  Births 

Subsequent  Visits  to  Infants  under  i  vear 
Subsequent  Visits  to  Infants  and  Young  Children  1—2  years 

Ante-natal  Cases—  ”  ”  ”  2—5  ” 

Primary  Visits  . 

Subsequent  Visits 
Post-natal 
Infant  Deaths 
Maternal  Deaths  ... 

Visits  under  Children  Act 

MdwivUS  Diseases  (chiefly  Children) 

Milk  Distribution  Scheme 
Miscellaneous^Visits— re  Medical  and  Midwifery  Fees,'  Convalescent 

Unsuccessful  Visits  (house  closed  or  occupier  out) 

Total 


No.  of  Visits 


1,142 

38 

4,046 

2,884 

4,752 

286 

247 

1 

46 

6 

45 

172 

14 

71 

169 


13,919 

921 

14,840 
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Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

There  are  five  centres  in  different  parts  of  the  town,  with  nine  sessions  weekly 
—four  during  the  mornings  and  five  during  the  afternoons,  Monday  to  Friday. 
Owing  to  the  heavy  demands  on  the  clinic  services,  an  additional  morning  session 
has  been  arranged  at  St.  Clements,  Spotland. 

The  attendance  of  mothers  and  children  showed  a  further  increase  from 
30,000  to  nearly  34,000,  due  chiefly  to  the  increased  attendance  of  the  group 
of  children  between  two  and  five  years  of  age.  1  his  is  a  record  figure  and  has 
necessitated  the  appointment  of  an  extra  part-time  Medical  Officer  for  attendance 
at  three  clinic  sessions  weekly. 

At  the  various  clinic  sessions  the  average  attendance  varied  from  37  (Norden) 
to  87  (Castlcton),  while  the  attendance  at  all  Centres  averaged  428  as  compared 
with  459  the  previous  year  ;  a  reduction  due  to  the  spreadover  of  attendances 
following  the  additional  clinic  session  arranged  during  the  \ear. 

The  number  of  children  who  attended  for  the  first  time  and  who,  at  the  date 
of  their  first  visit,  were  under  one  year  of  age  was  891,  or  80.8%  of  the  notified 
live  births,  as  against  834,  or  73.3%,  for  the  year  1937. 


Details  of  attendances  at  the  various  centres  are  given  below  : 


Centre 

New 

Cases 

admitted 

during 

1938 

Total  Attendances 
of  Children 

Average 

Attendance 

per 

Clinic 

Session 

No.  of 
Medical 
examin¬ 
ations 
by  M.O. 

under  1  yr. 

1—2  yrs. 

2 — 5  yrs 

(a)  Baillie  Street 
*  (Wardlcworth) 

207 

3,827 

1,561 

1,151 

68  (61) 

1,560 

(b)*St.  Luke’s 

179 

3,989 

1,948 

1,342 

77  (122) 

1,217 

(c)*St.  Clement’s  ||  ... 

186 

3,439 

1,490 

1 ,576 

77  (90) 

1,306 

(d)  Baillie  Street 
*  (Castlcton) 

257 

4,322 

2,055 

1,462 

82  (79) 

1,815 

(e)  Castlcton 

68 

1 .989 

1 ,245 

845 

87  (79) 

479 

(f)  Norden  . 

81 

855 

370 

501 

37  (28) 

374 

Totals  ... 

978 

18,421 

8,669 

6,877 

— 

6,751 

Corresponding 
Figures  1937 

923 

17,608 

6,863 

5,345 

1  - 

6,600 

Attendances  during  1937  shown  in  brackets. 

*  Two  Clinic  Sessions  per  week. 

An  additional  Clinic  Session  per  week  added  during  1938. 


Thr  Health  Committee  again  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  their 
indebtedness  to  the  members  of  the  Ladies  Executive  Committee  and  other 
co-opted  voluntary  helpers  who  give  so  much  of  their  time  and  assistance  at  the 
various  clinics,  and  in  many  other  ways. 
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National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  local  branch  of  this  society  and  to  their  Inspector 
for  their  ready  and  willing  co-operation  with  this  department  in  dealing  with 
cases  of  neglect,  uncleanliness,  and  similar  conditions  coming  within  the  purview 
of  the  Medical  Officer  and  Health  Visitors  throughout  the  year. 

Provision  of  Milk  and  Food  Preparations. 

Milk  and  food  preparations  are  supplied  free  to  necessitous,  expectant  and 
nursing  mothers,  and  to  children  under  five  years  of  age,  mainly  to  children 
under  three  years  of  age,  on  medical  grounds  and  not  on  grounds  of  poverty 
The  recommendations  of  the  Medical  Officer  as  to  grants  of  milk  and  food  are  based 
on  an  approved  income  scale,  and  are  submitted  monthly  to  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Committee  for  approval. 

The  quantity  of  dried  milk  and  food  distributed  to  necessitous  families 
continues  to  increase,  due  mainly  to  unemployment  and  the  increased  attendances 
at  the  Clinics. 

The  cost  of  milk  and  food  preparations  distributed  under  this  scheme  is  now 
about  £2,000  per  annum. 

There  were  766  necessitous  families  who  shared,  without  payment,  in  the 
supply  of  3,582  gallons  of  fresh  milk,  176  cwts.  of  dried  milk  food,  such  as  Cow 
and  Gate,  Ambrosia,  Ostermilk,  etc.,  and  9,136  packets  of  food  preparation,  such 
as  Maltoline,  Virol,  etc. 


Comparative  figures  are  given  below  : — 


>  1 

Food 

Quantities  Supplied 

Cost  of  Food 

At  Cost  Price 

Free  of  Cost 

Distributed 
Free  of 
Cost 

Distributed 

at 

Cost  Price 

Quantity 

No.  of 
Families 

Quantity 

Gallons 

£  s. 

d. 

/  s.  d. 

Fresh  Milk . 

— 

186 

3582 

408  2 

8 

— 

(147) 

(2779) 

(284  10 

9) 

Dried  Milk  (Oster- 

Lbs. 

Lbs. 

milk,  Ambrosia  and 

11618 

580 

19781 

1236  4 

0 

772  3  7 

Cowand  Gate,  etc.) 

(10199) 

(519) 

(17058) 

(1061  2 

6) 

(637  8  9) 

Food  Preparations 

(Maltoline  and 

Pkts. 

Pkts. 

Virol,  etc.) 

6367 

— 

9136 

166  18 

5 

124  18  1 

(4961) 

— 

(5938) 

(106  12 

7) 

(99  16  5) 

(Figures  for  the  year  1937  are  shown  in  brackets). 


Mid-Day  Meals. 

The  arrangement  between  the  Health  Committee  and  the  Education  Com¬ 
mittee  to  supply  mid-day  meals  at  the  approved  Dining  Centres  to  necessitous 
and  expectant  and  nursing  mothers,  and  to  children  between  three  and  five  years 
of  age  who  are  not  attending  an  Elementary  School,  has  been  continued  during 
the  year. 
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There  were  554  meals  supplied  as  compared  with  280  meals  during  the  last 
three  months  of  the  year  1937  when  this  scheme  was  in  operation. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

As  part  of  the  general  scheme  for  protection  against  Diphtheria  arrange¬ 
ments  for  the  immunisation  of  children  under  five  years  of  age  who  attended 
the  various  Child  Welfare  Clinics  have  been  continued  during  the  year,  and  1 13 
children  of  that  group — 87  at  the  clinics  and  26  at  the  Nursery  Schools— were 
immunised.  The  immunisation  of  children  at  the  Elementary  Schools  is 
reported  upon  in  the  section  of  this  Report  dealing  with  School  Medical  Services. 


Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Clinics. 

Owing  to  the  increased  demand  for  this  service  an  additional  clinic  session 
was  provided  during  the  year  at  Baillie  Street  Council  School,  where  there  are 
now  four  clinic  sessions  each  week — one  on  1  uesday  afternoon  and  one  during 
each  morning  of  Monday,  Wednesday  and  Thursday. 


One  Post-Natal  clinic  session  is  held  every  Friday  afternoon  in  the  same 
premises. 

Commencing  January  1st,  1938,  the  existing  Ante-Natal  Clinic  held  at  Birch 
Hill  Hospital  was  officially  recognised,  and  one  clinic  session  is  held  each  week. 

The  number  of  expectant  mothers  attending  the  Baillie  Street  Ante-Natal 
Clinic  and  the  clinic  at  Birch  Hill  Hospital  is  shown  in  comparative  figures 
below  : — 

From  From  County 

Rochdale  Districts  1  otal 


1937 

1938 

1937 

1938 

1937 

1938 

755 

4,330 

858 

4,616 

103 

416 

182 

977 

858 

4,746 

1,040 

5.593 

28.5 

22.0 

2.7 

4.6 

31.2 

26.6 

No.  of  Expectant  Mothers 

attending  . 

No.  of  Attendances 
♦Average  attendance  per 

session  .  . 

♦  One  extra  session  added  at  Baillie  Street  and  one  at  Birch  Hill  Hospital 

during  the  year. 

The  858  Rochdale  patients  who  attended  these  clinics  during  the  >ear 
represent  73.6  per  cent,  of  the  total  notified  (live  and  still)  births  of  this 
Borough,  as  compared  with  67.7  per  cent,  in  the  previous  year  and  59.7  in  the 

year  1936. 

It  may  also  be  noted  that  the  total  attendances  of  patients  has  again  shown 
a  substantial  increase. 
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Where  necessary  patients  are  followed  up  after  attendance  at  the  clinic 

by  home  visitation,  and  last  year  the  Health  Visitors  paid  533  visits  in  this 
connection. 

The  attendances  at  the  Post-Natal  Clinic  are  set  out  in  the  Table  below, 
both  for  Rochdale  patients  and  patients  from  other  Areas.  Again  these  figures 
show  a  satisfactory  increase  : — 

From  From  County 

Rochdale  Districts  Total 


Year 

1937 

1938 

1937 

1938 

1937 

1938 

No.  of  Mothers  attending 

180 

237 

33 

44 

213 

281 

No.  of  attendances 

295 

317 

52 

63 

347 

380 

Average  attendance  per 

session 

6.7 

7.0 

1.2 

1.4 

7.9 

8.4 

X-Ray  Facilities. 

The  X-Ray  facilities  at  Birch  Hill  Hospital  are  available  when  the  Medical 
Officer  desires  further  information  as  regards  anv  patient  attending  the  Ante- 
Natal  Clinic. 

Consultant  Services. 

Dr.  E.  A.  Gerrard,  of  Manchester,  continues  to  act  as  Consultant  Obstet¬ 
rician  to  this  Authority,  and  in  addition  Dr.  Evans,  who  acts  as  Senior  Assistant 
Resident  Medical  Officer  at  Birch  Hill  Hospital,  and  is  in  clinical  charge  of  the 
maternity  services,  is  also  available  for  consultation  when  required. 

Emergency  Maternity  Unit. 

Following  receipt  of  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  circular  No.  1622  the  Health 
Committee  established  an  Emergency  Unit  to  be  operated  from  Birch  Hill 
Maternity  Home  and  available  at  short  notice  dav  or  night. 

Ihe  Unit  consists  of  Dr.  Evans,  who  is  in  clinical  charge  of  the  Ante-Natal 
Clinic  and  Maternity  Service,  together  with  a  Nurse  and  necessary  equipment 
for  dealing  with  emergencies  at  an}'  home  within  the  Borough  of  Rochdale  or  in 

the  adjoining  County  Districts  of  Milnrow,  Littleborough,  Wardle  and  Whit¬ 
worth. 

Doctors  practicing  in  this  Area  have  been  furnished  with  full  particulars 
of  this  service,  which  during  the  past  year  was  called  upon  on  two  occasions. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic. 

There  is  at  present  no  separate  scheme  for  orthopaedic  treatment  in  the 
case  of  children  under  five  years  of  age,  but  children  in  this  group  who  attend 
the  Infant  Welfare  Centres  and  are  found  to  require  expert  opinion  or  treatment, 
are  referred  to  the  local  clinic  carried  on  by  the  Crippled  Children’s  Union,  under 

the  direction  of  Dr.  W.  H.  Bateman,  whose  services  we  gratefully  acknow¬ 
ledge. 
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Maternity  Outfits. 

Outfits  containing  the  necessary  clothing,  linen,  etc.,  for  mothers  and 
newly-born  infants  are  loaned  out  free  to  poor  families  where  the  confinement 
is  arranged  to  take  place  at  home.  Three  outfits  were  loaned  during  the  year. 

Sterilised  Accouchement  Outfits  may  be  obtained  at  the  Infant  Welfare 
Clinics  at  cost  price,  and  in  necessitous  cases  are  supplied  free. 


Dental  Services. 

The  arrangements  with  the  Education  Committee  for  the  services  of  the 
School  Dentist  for  the  dental  treatment  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers, 
and  children  under  five  years  of  age,  have  been  continued  and  extended  in 
scope  during  the  year,  by  the  addition  of  a  clinic  on  Wednesday  afternoon  of 
each  week.  For  the  convenience  of  patients  resident  in  the  Castleton  and  Korden 
districts,  arrangements  have  been  made  for  attendance  at  the  dental  clinics  held 
from  time  to  time  at  the  schools  in  these  districts. 


Under  this  scheme  seven  mothers  have  been  provided  with  dentures  free  of 
charge  or  at  part  cost. 

The  dental  work  carried  out  in  the  nature  of  extractions  and  small  fillings 
necessary  for  clearing  septic  conditions  is  given  below 

Children 
under  5  yrs„ 
39 
17 


No.  of  Extractions 

No.  of  Fillings . 

No.  of  Scalings . 

Gum  treatment 
Anaesthetics — 

(a)  Local . 

(b)  General 

Other  Minor  Operations 


Mothers 

254 

12 

8 

5 

86 

14 


1 

20 

2 


Medical  Assistance. 

Registered  Midwives  attending  maternity  patients  and  acting  in  accordance 
with  the  regulations  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  made  187  calls  requiring 
the  attendance  of  a  medical  practitioner  in  the  case  of  some  emergency  or 
abnormality  arising  during  pregnancy,  labour  or  lying-in,  and  33  calls  in  respect 
of  Some  abnormal  condition  of  the  child.  The  corresponding  figures  last  year 
were  217  and  .'10  respectively. 

In  124  cases  the  Medical  Practitioner's  fee  was  paid  by  the  Local  Authority, 
amounting  to  £200,  as  against  £187  in  the  year  1937.  The  Local  Authority  is 
empowered  by  the  Midwives  Act  to  recover  these  fees  from  patients  where 
family  circumstances  allow,  but  last  year  only  28  such  reclaims,  amounting  to 
£4 1 ,  were  made. 
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Midwifery  Fees. 

The  Local  Authority  pay  the  midwifery  fee  in  cases  where  the  family 
circumstances  are  poor  and  where  there  is  no  maternity  benefit  available. 
During  the  year  the  fee  was  paid  or  allowed  in  whole  or  part  in  56  cases. 

Maternity  Home. 

The  Maternity  Home  at  Birch  Hill  provides  58  beds,  including  10  beds 
for  Ante-Natal  purposes. 


The  past  year  has  registered  a  further  record  in  the  number  of  maternity 
patients  admitted-925  as  against  885  the  previous  year.  The  number  of 
women  confined  in  the  Home  was  833  (795  live  births  and  47  still-births). 

The  scale  of  charges  for  maintenance  has  been  revised,  and  the  minimum 
charge  is  now  £ 2  19s.  6d.  for  the  first  fourteen  days,  and  thereafter  at  the  rate 
of  £2  16s.  Od.  per  week,  but  in  necessitous  cases  this  fee  may  be  reduced  or 
even  cancelled.  There  were  368  cases  during  the  year  assisted  in  the  charge  for 
maintenance,  as  against  266  the  previous  year. 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

There  were  two  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  notified  as  compared  with  an 
average  in  this  group  of  fever  and  pyrexia  during  the  previous  five  years  of  2.4 

and  5.6  respectively.  Both  cases  occurring  in  1938  were  removed  to  Marland 
Hospital.  - 


Maternal  Mortality. 

There  were  four  deaths  registered  and  classified  by  the  Registrar  General 
as  due  to  Puerperal  causes,  as  compared  with  seven  the  previous  year  and 
four  in  1936.  Calculated  per  1,000  total  births  (live  and  still-births)' the ’mor¬ 
tality  rate  was  3.5,  a  definite  reduction  on  last  j^ear’s  figure  of  6.1. 


One  of  these  cases  showed  very  clearly  the  impossibility  of  including  in  the 
scope  of  a  Maternity  Scheme  persons  who  do  not  wish  to  co-operate.  The 
midwife  in  this  case  was  booked  four  days  before  the  anticipated  date  of  the 
confinement  and  even  then  the  patient  refused  examination  on  the  grounds 
that  this  was  her  sixth  confinement,  and  she  had  never  been  examined  in  pre- 

mous  pregnancies.  The  patient’s  physical  condition  was  unsuited  for  full  time 
pregnancy. 


The  remaining  three  cases  each  presented  interesting  obstetrical  problems 

without  showing  evidence  of  failure  of  the  general  scheme  in  any  of  its  essential 
branches. 


28 


Comparative  figures  of  maternal  mortality  in  this  Borough  and  in  neigh¬ 
bouring  towns  during  the  past  seven  years  are  given  below  : — 


Town 

PER  1 

Maternal  Mortal 
,000  Live  and  Sti 

.ITY 

ll  Births 

1938 

1937 

Average 

5  years 
1932-36 

Blackburn  . 

4.09 

5.64 

4.47 

Bolton  . 

6.20 

5.67 

5.67 

Bootlf. . 

0.62 

4.10 

2.95 

Burnley  . 

3.67 

1.79 

7.43 

Halifax  . 

2.92 

2.27 

8.00 

Huddersfield . 

4.32 

1 .22 

6.56 

Oldham  . 

2.28 

3.36 

6.99 

Preston  . 

1.62 

2.40 

6.69 

St.  Helens  . 

5.83 

7.15 

4.31 

Stockport  . 

2.94 

8.39 

3.95 

Warrington  . 

2.93 

1.42 

5.29 

Wigan  . 

2.10 

2.81 

5.05 

Average  12  Towns 

3.29 

3.85 

5.61 

ROCHDALE  . 

3.50 

6.09 

3.05 

Administrative 

County  of 

Lancaster 

3.61 

5.01 

4.87 

England  and  Wales  .. 

2.97 

3.13 

4.07 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Six  cases  of  Ophthalmia  have  been  notified  during  the  present  year,  five 
of  which  made  good  recovery  with  vision  unimpaired  ;  the  remaining  case, 
unfortunately,  died  as  the  result  of  an  attack  of  bronchial  pneumonia.  During 
1937  there  were  no  cases  reported.  The  average  for  the  past  five  years  1933-37 
was  two  cases. 

Child  Life  Protection. 

The  Health  Visitors  act  as  Infant  Protection  Visitors  under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  which  makes  provision  for  the  supervision  of  children  up  to 
the  age  of  nine  years  who  are  cared  for  by  some  person  during  the  day  and 
night  and  maintained  “  apart  from  their  parents.”  At  the  end  of  the  year 
there  were  13  persons  registered  as  receiving  children  for  reward,  and  the  number 
of  children  concerned  was  13. 
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Year 

1938 


Year 

1937 


10 

8 

13 

10 

10 

8 

13 

10 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Comparative  figures  are  given  below  : — 


Number  of  Foster  Parents  on  Register 

(a)  At  the  beginning  of  the  year 

(b)  At  the  end  of  the  year 

Number  of  Children  on  Register  : _ 

(a)  At  the  beginning  of  the  year 

(b)  At  the  end  of  the  year  . 

(c)  Who  died  during  the  year  . 

(d)  On  whom  inquests  were  held  during 
the  year 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Chief  Officials  of  the  various  Departments  of  the  Cor- 
poration  for  information  included  in  this  section  of  the  Report. 

Water  Supply. 

The  arrangements  for  the  regular  bacteriological  examination  and  the 
c  remical  examination  of  water  from  the  reservoirs  have  been  continued  during 
e  \  ear,  and  no  adverse  reports  have  been  received.  Water  supplied  from  thesf 

pHvalue5  “  ^  plumb°-solvency  >'V  ‘he  determination  of  the 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

There  have  been  no  important  extensions  of  sewerage  during  the  year. 

A  contract  has,  however,  been  let  for  the  construction  of  tanks  for  the 
fn  hand.  ^  ^  by  means  of  activated  sludge,  and  the  work  is  now 


Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  Rivers  Mersey  and  Irwell  Joint  Committee  are  primarily  responsible 
or  e  prevention  of  pollution  of  rivers  and  streams  in  the  area  but  as  much 
assistance  as  possible  is  given  by  report  to  the  Joint  Committee  of  any  cases 
which  come  to  the  notice  of  the  Borough  Surveyor. 


Public  Cleansing. 

The‘e  were  no  important  changes  in  this  service  during  the  year, 
me  of  this  organisation  has  been  given  in  previous  reports. 


A  full 
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Closet  Accommodation. 

The  accommodation  in  the  Borough  at  the  end  of  December,  1938,  was  as 
follows : — 


Fresh-water  Carriage  System 
Pail  Closets 
Waste-water  Closets 
Privy  Middens 


25,294 

1,676 

1,918 
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CONVERSION  OF  PAIL  CLOSETS  AND  WASTE-WATER 
CLOSETS  TO  THE  FRESH  WATER-CARRIAGE  SYSTEM. 

The  original  number  of  pail  closets  which  existed  in  the  Borough  in  1911 
was  approximately  14,031  ;  in  October,  1933,  this  was  increased  by  453  by 
the  inclusion  of  Norden  and  Bamford  districts,  and  at  the  end  of  last  year 
(1937)  the  total  of  14,484  had  been  reduced  to  1,839,  of  which  only  275  could  be 

dealt  with. 

The  position  now  is  that  12,084  have  been  converted  and  546  have  been  done 
away  with  under  the  conversion  scheme  as  not  being  required,  leaving  an  esti¬ 
mated  total  of  1,676  pail  closets  still  to  be  dealt  with,  of  which  1,167  are  at 
dwellings.  The  statement  of  the  number  of  closets  converted  since  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  work  in  1911  is  appended  in  Table  I.,  and  is  shown  in  five- 
year  periods. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  Table  that  1,955  additional  closets  have  been 
installed  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  joint  accommodation  up  to  separate,  and 
if  these  are  included  the  total  number  of  closets  completed  is  14,039. 

Analysis  of  Remaining  Accommodation— Separate  Accommodation. 

Table  II.  shows  that  of  the  1,167  pail  closets  remaining  at  dwellings,  503 
are  separate  accommodation  and  664  joint  accommodation.  Of  the  503 
separate  closets  94  can  at  present  be  dealt  with  under  the  conversion  scheme. 
There  arc  409  of  these  separate  closets,  the  conversion  of  which  is  held  up  by 

(1)  Unsuitability  or  insufficiency  of  sewers  ; 

(2)  Owing  to  being  situated  in  areas  to  be  dealt  with  in  the  Housing 

Committee’s  Schemes  either  by  demolition  or  by  breaking  through 
of  the  houses. 

The  cases  which  do  not  come  under  the  conversion  scheme  proper  and  to 
which  the  Committee  do  not  contribute  number  452.  These  are  situated  at 
mills  workshops,  churches,  clubs,  schools,  etc.,  but  only  86  of  these  can  be 
dealt  with.  In  addition,  there  are  57  closets  at  farms,  of  which  only  one  can  be 

dealt  with. 
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Joint  Accommodation. 

Of  the  664  jointly  used  closets  630  are  waiting  for  new  sewers  or  are  included 
in  the  Housing  Committee’s  Schemes.  These  cannot  be  immediately  dealt  with, 
and,  including  those  which  are  now  in  hand  or  in  progress,  there  remains  a  total 

of  34  which  at  the  end  of  1938  were  under  consideration  and  for  which  there 
were  Notices  outstanding. 

The  small  number  of  closets  now  annually  converted  is  due  in  some  measure 
to  the  policy  of  the  Committee  in  discouraging  expenditure  on  properties  which 
owing  to  bad  arrangement,  lack  of  space,  etc.,  are  likely  to  come  under  the 

consideration  of  the  Housing  Committee  when  their  schemes  have  been  com¬ 
pleted. 


Notes  regarding  Table  II. 

Table  II.,  which  is  appended,  gives  in  detail  a  statement  of  the  pail  closet 
accommodation  in  Rochdale  in  December,  1938. 


It  will  be  seen  that  the  number  of  conversions  held  up  for  the  want  of 
proper  sewerage  is  856,  and  that  605  others  cannot  be  considered  owing  to  being 
involved  in  the  Housing  Committee’s  Schemes. 


It  will  also  be  seen  that  85  mills  and  workshops  still  have  pail  closets 
numbering  319,  many  of  which  cannot  be  converted  for  reasons  shown.  The 
Day  Schools  mentioned  in  the  Table  are  Healey  School  and  St.  Paul’s  School, 
Norden,  where  no  sewer  is  available. 


Attention  is  drawn  to  the  footnote  of  Table  II.,  which  gives  the  number  of 
premises  affected  as  distinct  from  the  number  of  closets. 

It  will  be  seen  that  many  conversions  are  here  held  over  for  want  of  sewers. 
Amongst  these  are  several  cases  of  outlying  hamlets  where  the  possibility  of 
new  sewers  being  constructed  is  very  remote. 

Waste  Water  Closets. 

The  Health  Committee  now  offer  a  contribution  towards  the  cost  of  the 
conversion  of  waste-water  closets  to  the  fresh-water  carriage  system,  as  allowed 
or  by  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  At  the  commencement  of  the  year  there 
were  approximately  2,160  waste-water  closets,  1,500  being  of  the  deep  shaft 
type  and  660  of  the  shallow  type. 

During  the  year  242  have  been  converted,  and  it  is  expected  that  this  number 
will  be  increased  during  1939. 
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TABLE  I. 

STATEMENT  SHOWING  PROGRESS  OF  CONVERSION 
WORK  FROM  COMMENCEMENT. 


Period 

Conversions 

Additional 

Closets 

Installed 

Total 

1911—1915  . 

2646 

208 

2854 

1916—1920  . 

67 

1 

68 

1921—1925  . 

4705 

355 

5060 

1926—1930  . 

3220 

1005 

4225 

1931—1935  . 

1203 

334 

1537 

1936  . 

65 

23 

88 

1937  . 

108 

24 

132 

1938  . 

70 

5 

75 

12084 

1955 

14039 

(a)  93  pail  closets  not  required  have  been  abolished  during  1938. 


TABLE  II. 

ANALYSIS  OF  PAIL  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION- 
REMAINING  DECEMBER  31st,  1938. 


Class 


Dwellings — Joint 

Separate.. 
Churches,  etc. 
Factories,  Works  and 
Shops 

Clubs . 

Licensed  Premises  . 
Farms 


Totals  ... 


No  sewer 

Sewer 

Scheduled 

Remaining 

Total 

avail- 

unsuit- 

in  “Five 

to  be 

able 

able 

Year  Plan” 

dealt  with 

664 

148 

22 

460 

34 

503 

171 

95 

143 

94 

69 

57 

2 

— 

10 

319 

132 

117 

— 

70 

59 

53 

— 

— 

6 

5 

5 

— 

— 

— 

57 

54 

— 

2 

1 

1676 

620 

236 

605 

215 

1 

- 

No.  of  premises  concerned  : — 

Farms  . 

Licensed  premises 
Workshops 


57  Schools  and  Churches  ...  18 

2  Clubs  .  22 

85 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

348  Preliminary  or  Informal  Notices  and  7  Abatement  Notices  for  the 
abatement  of  nuisances  and  the  remedy  of  sanitary  defects  in  and  around 
wellmgs  were  served  on  owners  and  occupiers  and  resulted  in  the  accomplish¬ 
ment  of  works  given  in  the  classified  statement  below.  During  the  year  it  was 
found  necessary  in  one  case  to  apply  for  a  Magistrate’s  Order  for  admittance  to 

premises  where  a  nuisance  was  suspected  to  exist  and  to  which  admittance 
had  been  refused. 


Statement  of  Removal  of  Nuisances  in  and  around  dwellings 
as  distinct  from  work  carried  out  under  the  Housing  Acts. 


Nature  oe  Work  Done 

Houses — 

Verminous  dwellings  cleansed 
Houses  limewashed  and  cleansed 
House  repairs  walls  and  ceilings  (including  dampness) 
floors  ...  ...  _  _  ' 

roofs 

General  house  fittings  repaired  (boilers,  fire  ranges,  etc.) 

TT”  >>  --  (doors,  staircases  and  hand-rails) 

House  chimneys  repaired  . 

Window  Cords  Renewed 
Window  Frames  Repaired 

Eaves  troughing  repaired  . ’ 

Rain  water  pipes  repaired  . 

Rain  water  pipes  disconnected 

Waste  pipes  repaired  and/or  trapped 

Insufficient  ventilation  to  bedrooms 

Slopstones  replaced  or  repaired 

Defective  Coal  Chutes  and  Grates  repaired 

Washing  coppers  repaired 

Hot  water  system  repaired  . 


Nos. 


14 

10 

210 

29 

71 

40 

19 

14 

36 

38 

29 

16 

19 

11 

1 

7 

1 

4 

1 


Yards,  Passages — 

Yard  surfaces  repaired... 
Yard  Gates  repaired  ... 
Yard  Walls  repaired  ... 


Accumulations — 

Offensive  accumulations  removed 

Stagnant  water  removed  from  cellars,  passages,  etc 

Accumulations  of  earth  removed 


Closets — 

Water-closets  repaired  or  altered 

Additional  closets  provided — previously  insufficient 

(For  pail  closets  converted  see  under  conversion  of  pail 
closets) 

Pail  closets  and  water-closets  cleansed  . 

Waste  Water  Closets  repaired 

W.C.  cisterns— service  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  ...  .  ” 


Nature  of  Work  Done 


Nos. 


Ashplaces — 

Ashplaces  repaired  or  reconstructed 


Drains — 

Branch  drains  relaid  . 

Drains  repaiied  only  ... 

Drains  opened  and  cleansed  ... 

New  gulley  tops  provided  and  fixed 
Disused  drains  removed 

Gullies  cleansed  . 

Vent.  Shafts  repaired 


6 


1 

2 

43 

5 

1 

4 

1 


General — 

Effluvium  and  dust  nuisances  abated  . 

Keeping  of  animals  discontinued  (dogs,  fowls,  etc.) 

Burning  of  refuse  discontinued  . 

Private  water  supply  cisterns  cleansed  . 

Defective  gas  pipes  repaired . 

Discharge  of  sewage  over  land  . 

Noisy  working  of  battery  charging  plant  . 

Mine  openings  fenced  off 

Note. — See  also  under  Factory  and  Workshops  Acts,  Additional 
works  in  connection  with  conversion,  etc. 


2 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 


Rag  Flock  Acts,  1911  and  1928. 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  Borough  where  rag  flock  is  manufactured. 
It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  take  any  samples  of  rag  flock  for  analysis. 


Shops  Acts,  1912  and  1934. 

During  the  year  135  inspections  have  been  carried  out,  and  10  notices  under 
the  Acts  were  served  in  connection  with  contraventions  of  the  requirements. 
All  these  notices  have  been  complied  with. 


Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919. 

During  the  year  261  visits  were  made  to  premises  regarding  which  com¬ 
plaints  had  been  received  under  the  above  Act.  One  part-time  rat  catcher  is 
employed  by  the  Department,  and  the  number  of  rats  caught  was  approximately 
320.  The  premises  dealt  with  include  slaughter-houses,  dwelling-houses, 
shops  and  warehouses  on  which  767  rat-baits,  10  tins  of  rat  lime,  and  26  tubes 
of  poison  were  used. 
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Offensive  Trades. 

I  he  number  of  premises  at  which  these  trades  are  carried  on  in  the  Borough 
is  as  follows  : — 

Tripe  boiling  .  2 

Gut  scraping  .  2 

Fellmongering  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Knacker’s  yard  (bone  boiling)  .  2 

Rag  and  Bone  Dealers  .  g 

The  number  of  visits  to  these  premises  during  the  year  was  36. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

Retail  Bakehouses. 

The  number  of  bakehouses  now  on  the  register  is  217.  These  have  been 
regularly  inspected,  and  cleansing  and  limewashing  carried  out  on  intimation 
from  the  Inspector  in  67  cases. 

A  high  standard  of  cleanliness  has  been  generally  maintained,  and  it  has 
not  been  found  necessary  to  issue  any  statutory  notices  in  this  respect. 

Workshops. 

468  inspections  of  workshops  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year,  and 
in  33  cases  the-  sanitary  arrangements  have  been  improved.  See  Table  XIII. 
Appendix  for  full  particulars  of  inspections  under  these  Acts. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

The  recorded  observations  during  1938  numbered  170.  The  observations 
were  for  one  half-hour  each,  and  were  confined  to  factory  chimneys  in  the 
Borough.  The  time  limit  for  the  issue  of  dense  smoke  fixed  by  the  Town  Council 
is  two  minutes  per  half-hour,  and  this  time  limit  was  exceeded  during  1938  on 
10  occasions.  9  Notices  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  were  served  for  the 
abatement  of  smoke  nuisances  during  the  year. 


SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS. 


(a)  Public  Baths. 

The  following  report  on  the  Corporation  Baths  has  been  kindly  supplied 
by  the  Baths  Superintendent  : — 

“  At  the  New  Baths,  Entwisle  Road,  and  at  Castleton,  the  Swimming 
Bath  water  is  filtered,  aerated  and  chlorinated  to  ensure  bacteria-free  water 
for  bathing  in. 
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"  Tests  are  taken  periodically  throughout  the  day  to  ascertain  the  Chemical 
and  Chlorine  content,  and  Bacteriological  tests  have  been  taken  of  the  water 
in  the  New  Baths  to  make  certain  of  the  efficiency  of  the  plant  installed  there, 
and  these  tests  proved  to  conform  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  standards  for 
Swimming  Bath  Waters. 

“  Four  10- ft.  filters  are  installed  at  the  New  Baths  for  the  filtration  of  the 
two  Plunge  Baths,  and  the  entire  contents  of  both  baths  are  filtered,  aerated 
and  chlorinated  once  every  31  hours.  At  the  Castleton  Baths  two  filters  are 
installed,  and  the  turnover  period  is  once  every  31  hours.” 

(b)  Privately-owned  Pools. 

The  “  Riviera  ”  Open-Air  Swimming  Pool  at  Norden  is  the  only  one  in  the 
Borough,  and  the  Manager  has  kindly  reported  as  follows 

“  Filtration  and  Chlorination  plant  runs  all  the  24  hours,  and  tests  are  taken 
periodically  throughout  the  day.  The  turnover  is  100, (HK)  gallons  every  eight 
hours.  No  bacteriological  tests  are  now  taken.” 


HOUSING. 


Statistics  relating  to  the  number  of  houses  erected,  inspections  and  action 
taken  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  are  given  below 


1 — Inspections  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  \  f.ai<  . 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) . 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  [included  under  sub-head 

(1)  above]  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 

Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  . 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  danger¬ 

ous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habi¬ 
tation  . 


692 

1561 


385 

794 


234 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  these  referred  to 
under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 


2. _ Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of 

Formal  Notices 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
officers . 
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3.— Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year 

A.— Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  . 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  lit  after 

service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners  ... 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 


B.— Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 

Statutory  or  Abatement  Notices 

Preliminary  Notices  . 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners . 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 


C. — Proceedings  under  Sections  1 1  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  . 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders . 

D. — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit 


4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV. — Overcrowding  : _ 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the 

year 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the 

year 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 


401 

410 

2332 

48 

16 

79 
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Unhealthy  Areas. 

Official  Representations  in  respect  of  21  Clearance  Areas  and  1  Compulsory 
Purchase  Area  were  submitted  to  the  Housing  Committee  early  in  1938 ;  the 
appropriate  Orders  were  made,  and  public  incpiiries  were  held  by  an  Inspector 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health  on  May  24th,  1938,  and  on  August  3rd,  1938.  All  the 
Orders  were  confirmed,  with  one  minor  modification. 

The  areas  referred  to  comprised  204  occupied  dwelling-houses,  accommoda¬ 
ting  717  persons,  and  11  disused  premises: — 

Ivy  Place  Area,  consisting  of  18  houses,  accommodating  BO  persons  ; 
South  Lane  Area,  consisting  of  IB  houses,  accommodating  44  persons  ; 
North  Lane  Area,  consisting  of  B  houses,  accommodating  17  persons. 
The  Order  was  continued  as  regards  4  of  these  houses,  and  Closing 
Orders  have  since  been  made  on  the  remaining  two  dwellings  ; 

Shepherd  Street  Area,  consisting  of  12  houses,  accommodating  51 
persons  ; 

Wood  Street  Area,  consisting  of  5  houses,  accommodating  20  persons  ; 
Ogden  Street  No.  1  Area,  consisting  of  8  houses,  accommodating  36 
persons  ; 

Ogden  Street  No.  2  Area,  consisting  of  7  houses,  accommodating  20 
persons  ; 

Tip  Place  Area,  consisting  of  10  houses,  accommodating  32  persons  , 
Green  Place  Area,  consisting  of  5  dwelling-houses  (and  3  disused 
dwelling-houses),  accommodating  10  persons  ; 

Hope  Place  Area,  consisting  of  4  houses,  accommodating  11  peisons  , 
Railway  Brow  Area,  consisting  of  4  houses,  accommodating  7  persons  , 
Carr  Street  Area,  consisting  of  7  houses,  accommodating  25  persons  , 
Bury  Road  Area,  consisting  of  3  houses  (and  2  disused  premises),  accom¬ 
modating  13  persons  ; 

Neville  Place  Area,  consisting  of  12  houses,  accommodating  35  persons  , 

1  Ialifax  Road  Area,  consisting  of  10  houses,  accommodating  3B  persons  ; 
Clegg’s  Yard  Area,  consisting  of  B  houses  (and  2  disused  houses),  accom¬ 
modating  28  persons  ; 

Norden  Road  Area,  consisting  of  6  houses  (and  3  disused  houses), 
accommodating  24  persons  ; 

High  Street  No.  3  Area,  consisting  of  6  houses,  accommodating  14 
persons  ; 

Millgate  Area,  consisting  of  5  houses  (and  1  disused  house),  accom¬ 
modating  13  persons  ; 

Phoenix  Square  Area,  consisting  of  15  houses,  accommodating  58 

persons ;  I 

Fountain  Place  Area,  consisting  of  B  houses,  accommodating  28 

persons  ; 

Vine  Place  Area  (Compulsory  Purchase),  consisting  of  33  houses, 
accommodating  135  persons. 
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Dunng  1938  three  areas  were  inspected  and  reports  prepared  upon 

them.  Representations  will  be  presented  to  the  Housing  Committee 
early  in  1939. 


Disinfestation  of  Houses  and  Furniture. 

During  1938  the  Housing  Department  have  referred  to  the  Public  Health 
Department  18  Council  houses  found  to  be  affected  with  vermin.  16  of  these 
have  been  treated  at  the  expense  of  the  Housing  Committee,  either  by  the 
spraying  of  liquid  vermicide,  by  fumigation  with  sulphur,  or  by  both  methods 
according  to  the  extent  of  infestation.  In  most  of  these  cases  the  picture  rails 
skirting  boards,  architraves,  and  covering  woodwork  have  been  removed  and 
separately  treated  before  being  reinstated.  The  remaining  2  of  these  Council 
houses  which  were  found  to  be  badly  infested,  were  vacated  and  treated  with 
hydrocyanic  acid  gas  ;  this  treatment  has  proved  very  effective.  The  work  of 
disinfestation  has  called  for  166  visits  for  inspection  and  treatment. 

In  addition  4  houses  not  owned  by  the  Council  have  been  treated  at  the 
request  and  expense  of  the  respective  landlords,  10  visits  being  paid  to  these 
houses  ;  the  owner  of  4  other  houses  made  private  arrangements  for  hydro¬ 
cyanic  acid  fumigation,  and  the  work  was  supervised  by  this  Department. 

In  connection  with  the  removal  of  tenants  from  Clearance  Areas  a  system 
of  disinfestation  of  furniture  and  effects  by  hydrocyanic  acid  gas  was  established 
in  1934.  This  is  carried  out  by  a  firm  of  experts,  and  is  supervised  by  the  staff 
of  this  Department.  The  furniture  is  loaded  into  a  large  van,  is  taken  to  an 
open  space  at  the  Cleansing  Department,  and  there  treated  in  the  van  ;  the  fur¬ 
niture  is  afterwards  delivered  to  the  house  provided. 


In  order  to  avoid  any  possible  risk  to  human  beings  from  hydrocyanic 
acid  gas,  each  family  is  supplied  with  a  mattress  and  pillows  for  one  night, 
their  own  bedding  being  released  to  them  after  thorough  airing. 

This  method  has  proved  eminently  successful,  and  no  opposition  by  per¬ 
sons  alleged  by  this  Department  to  have  furniture  requiring  treatment  has 
been  experienced.  The  furniture  and  effects  from  188  houses  were  treated  in 
this  way  during  the  year,  involving  752  visits  by  the  Inspectors.  343  inspections 
of  houses  prior  to  the  removal  of  the  tenants  to  new  Corporation  houses  were 
also  made  to  decide  whether  treatment  of  the  furniture  and  effects  was  necessary. 


Common  Lodging-houses. 

There  are  12  of  these  premises  registered,  comprising  78  rooms,  and  pro¬ 
viding  accommodation  for  724  persons,  707  beds  being  provided  for  the  use  of 
males  and  10  for  the  use  of  couples  or  of  females. 
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Regular  visits  of  inspection  are  paid  to  these  premises,  and  it  has  been 
found  that,  with  few  exceptions,  they  are  conducted  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 
Some  of  the  premises  are  not  to  be  considered  in  all  respects  in  accordance 
with  modern  standards. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

The  number  of  farms  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  1938  was  103.  Ihc 
number  of  visits  paid  by  the  Dairy  Inspector  was  148.  During  the  year  the 
following  improvements  have  been  made  under  notice  from  this  Department  : — 
Shippons  reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

New  Dairies  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  5 

Middensteads  provided  .  ...  .  3 

Farms  discontinued  .  2 

In  the  case  of  five  other  farms  which  are  under  notice  for  improvement  or 
reconstruction  of  farm  premises,  the  work  is  in  progress  or  lias  been  arranged. 


Milkshops. 

The  number  of  shops  retailing  milk  in  bottles  is  237.  whilst  the  number 
retailing  unbottled  milk  is  5.  With  the  exception  of  two  these  are  registered 
dairies.  208  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  to  these  premises  by  the  Dairies 
Inspector. 

Inspection  of  Premises  used  for  the  Preparation  and  Sale  of  Foodstuffs. 

The  inspection  of  all  premises  used  for  the  preparation  and  sale  of  foodstuffs 
has  received  constant  attention  during  the  year,  and  2,828  visits  have  been  made. 
The  use  of  7  of  these  premises  has  been  discontinued  on  notice  by  the  Inspector. 
15  notices  have  been  served  in  respect  of  others  for  limewashing  and  cleansing. 

Rochdale  Corporation  Act,  1937. 

During  the  year  25  premises  were  registered  for  the  preparation  and  sale 
of  ice  cream  ;  88  premises  were  registered  for  the  preparation  and  sale  of  pre¬ 
served  foods,  including  sausages,  pressed  or  pickled  meats,  fried  fish,  etc., 
and  in  13  cases  registration  was  refused  and  the  use  of  premises  discontinued. 

34  premises  were  registered  for  the  storage  of  foodstuffs  by  hawkers,  and 
licences  were  issued  to  38  hawkers  of  foodstuffs. 

In  connection  with  the  registration  of  food-preparing  premises  under  this 
Act,  30  notices  were  served,  chiefly  for  the  re-surfacing  of  walls  and  floors  and 
for  alterations  to  drainage,  and  all  were  complied  with  before  registration  was 
granted. 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

The  number  of  recognised  slaughter-houses  in  the  Borough  is  16  ;  of  this 
number  three  are  registered  and  13  are  licensed  annually. 

During  July  of  the  present  year  a  report  on  the  slaughter-houses  in  this 
Borough  was  submitted  to  the  Health  Committee. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  report 


Situation. 

I  he  position  of  most  of  the  slaughter-houses  in  the  Borough  is  unsatis¬ 
factory.  Four  of  them  adjoin  dwellings  ;  the  other  premises,  with  the  exception 

of  one,  are  situated  in  densely  populated  neighbourhoods  or  are  adjacent  to 
factories. 

The  Buildings. 

Some  of  the  buildings  are  structurally  deficient  or  small,  and  need  either 

pulling  down  and  re-building,  or  the  premises  closed  for  the  slaughtering  of 
cattle,  etc.  b 

The  Storage  and  Handling  of  Garbage. 

The  slaughter-house  refuse  or  garbage  is  handled  by  the  Corporation 
Cleansing  Department,  and  while  this  is  a  great  improvement  on  the  old  system 

of  middenstead,  it  needs,  if  possible,  a  daily  collection  of  refuse  from  slaughter¬ 
houses. 

The  Handling  and  Storage  of  Meat. 

This  is  a  difficult  problem  owing,  in  some  cases,  to  the  small  premises  used, 
no  local  slaughter-house  possessing  a  cooling  room,  but  in  the  two  large  whole¬ 
sale  slaughter-houses  the  premises  are  large  enough  to  allow  the  carcases  to  be 

hung  far  enough  away  from  the  process  of  slaughter  so  as  to  ensure  very  small 
risk  of  contamination. 

Viewing  by  the  Public  and  Children. 

Owing  to  the  position  of  some  of  our  slaughter-houses,  which  abut  on  streets 
or  public  pathways,  slaughtering  can  be,  and  is,  watched  by  children  and  the 
public.  This  may  be  regarded  as  a  very  bad  feature  and  is  in  some  cases  due  to 
the  carelessness  of  the  slaughtermen  themselves. 

Cleanliness  of  Slaughtering  Premises. 

The  slaughter-houses  are,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  kept  very  clean.  In  all 
cases  after  slaughter  the  floors  are  washed  and  cleaned.  The  limewashing  of 
the  walls,  etc.,  is  carried  out  at  frequent  intervals,  in  some  cases  monthly  ;  this 
especially  refers  to  the  smaller  premises. 


42 


The  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

All  cattle,  calves  and  pigs  slaughtered  arc  stunned  by  a  mechanically  pro¬ 
pelled  instrument.  The  gun  which  is  most  used  for  the  purpose  is  the  Temple 
Cox  Captive  Bolt.  In  the  case  of  sheep  the  Rochdale  Town  Council  decided  at 
the  Council  Meeting  in  April,  1934,  that  Section  1  of  the  Slaughter  of  Animals 
Act,  1933,  should  not  be  applied  to  the  stunning  of  sheep  (use  of  a  mechanically 
propelled  instrument). 

The  estimated  number  of  animals  slaughtered  weekly  at  the  recognised 
slaughter-houses  is  938,  made  up  of  1 13  beasts,  741  sheep,  71  pigs  and  13  calves. 

The  consideration  of  this  Report  brought  forward  the  general  question  of 
providing  a  Public  Abattoir  for  Rochdale,  but  in  view  of  a  communication  from 
the  Ministry  of  Health  intimating  that  Part  5  of  the  Live  Stock  Industry  Act, 
1937,  provided  for  three  experimental  central  slaughter-houses  to  be  operated 
under  schemes  approved  by  the  Live  Stock  Commission  under  the  Act,  and 
that  it  seemed  probable  that  there  was  a  greater  measure  of  centralisation  of 
slaughtering  than  there  had  been  hitherto,  the  Committee  decided  to  postpone 
further  consideration  of  the  matter. 

Meat  and  Food  Supply. 

The  foodstuffs  delivered  in  the  Borough  during  the  year,  taken  collectively, 
show  a  good  standard  of  quality. 

There  has  been  regular  inspection  of  meat  and  food  offered  for  sale,  and  over 
26  tons  have  been  destroyed  as  unfit  for  human  food  as  shown  in  the  following 


summary  : — 


Disease  or  Condition 

No.  of 
animals 
affected 

Weight 
in  lbs. 

Tuberculosis 

205 

44,123 

Septicremia 

6 

1,547 

Pyaemia 

4 

1,792 

Abscesses 

89 

890 

Jaundice .  . 

2 

280 

Pericarditis 

37 

1 18 

Dropsy 

Cirrhosis 

11 

205 

2,172 

2,050 

Imperfect  bleeding  . 

19 

1 ,988 

Frozen  Meat 

•  • 

875 

Immaturity  (Calves) 

2 

60 

Actinomycosis  . . 

7 

176 

Swine  Erysipelas 

Unwholesome  Food — 

713 

Fruit  and  Vegetables 

•  • 

Fish  . 

•  • 

481 

Hares 

4 

Turkeys 

96 

Ducks . 

.16 

Chickens 

9 

Rabbits  . 

120  Couples 

Tinned  Goods 

166  tins 

1,446 

Miscellaneous 

Total  26  tons  4  cwts.  Oqr.  23  lbs. 

•  •  • 
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No  figures  are  available  as  to  the  actual  number  of  animals  killed  at  the 
slaughter-houses  during  the  year,  but  26,415  carcases  were  inspected  by  an 
officer  of  the  Department  as  shown  below  : — 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle 

excluding  Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 
(if  known) 

Fig 

ures  not 

available 

Number  inspected  .. 

3009  1994 

326 

19465 

1621 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned 

5  3 

23 

14 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

» - v - / 

Bovine  animals 

220 

_ 

51 

67 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affect¬ 
ed  with  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis  ... 

4.55% 

0.38% 

5% 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned 

11  17 

_ 

1 

18 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

46  83 

_ 

30 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

1.89%  5.02% 

■005%  1 

2.96% 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  (CONSOLIDATION)  ACT,  1915. 
Tuberculous  Milk. 

During  the  year  178  samples  of  milk  have  been  taken  in  the  Rochdale 
streets  for  the  purpose  of  detecting  supplies  of  tuberculous  milk.  These  samples 
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represented  the  milk  of  about  2,136  cows,  and  were  taken  in  batches  at  various 
periods  of  the  year.  Of  the  samples  107  were  from  Rochdale  Borough  farmers, 
and  71  from  County  farmers  delivering  milk  in  the  Borough.  1  he  number  found 
to  be  positively  tubercular  was  : — 

From  Rochdale  Farmers .  7  (6.5%) 

From  County  Farmers  .  2  (2.8%) 


The  following  table  gives  the  information  concisely 


Number  of  Samples 

taken 

Samples 

Negative 

Samples 

Positive 

Percentage 

Positive 

Jan.  .T 

Borough 

County 

29 

5 

28 

5 

1 

— 

3.4% 

Feb.  ^ 

Borough 

County 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ 

March  ^ 

Borough 

County 

6 

14 

5 

14 

1 

— 

16.6% 

April 

Borough 

County 

22 

4 

19 

4 

3 

— 

13.6% 

May  ^ 

Borough 

County 

10 

8 

9 

8 

1 

— 

10% 

June  | 

Borough 

County 

14 

6 

14 

6 

— 

— 

— 

July  «r 

Borough 

County 

8 

12 

8 

11 

— 

1 

8.3% 

Aug.  | 

Borough 

County 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

» 

Sept.  | 

Borough 

County 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

October  ^ 

Borough 

County 

11 

9 

10 

9 

1 

— 

9.1% 

Novem.  ^ 

Borough 

County 

7 

13 

7 

12 

— 

1 

7.7% 

Decern. 

Borough 

County 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ^ 

Borough 

County 

107 

71 

100 

69 

7 

2 

6.5% 

2.8% 

Combined 

Totals  . . . 

- - y - ' 

178 

- - * - 

169 

9 

5.06% 
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It  will  be  seen  that  5.06%  of  all  the  mixed  samples  were  found  to  contain 
tubercle  bacilli,  as  against  4.17%  in  1937  ;  3.97%  in  1936  ;  8%  in  1935,  and  an 
average  of  7.87%  in  the  preceding  five  years. 

Until  April  1st,  1938,  each  positive  sample  was  followed  up  by  secondary 
samples  from  all  cows  on  infected  farms.  The  number  of  secondary  samples 
necessary  for  the  Borough  was  11.  On  April  1st  the  investigation  of  tubercu¬ 
losis  on  farms  was  transferred  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  and  no  further 
secondary  samples  have  been  taken.  Positive  samples  are  now  reported 
immediately  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  Divisional  Office,  and  all  necessary 
action  is  taken  by  them. 

Hie  work  is  being  continued  on  a  similar  scale  during  1939. 

Accredited  Milk. 

There  were  17  farmers  licensed  for  the  production  of  Accredited  Milk  at 
the  end  of  the  year,  and  one  out-of-Borough  farmer  holds  a  supplementary 
license  to  sell  Accredited  Milk. 

Bacterial  Counts,  etc. 

During  the  year  98  samples  were  taken  at  regular  intervals  for  examination 
for  bacterial  count,  coliform  bacillus,  and  for  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  ;  of  this 
number  56  were  obtained  from  Accredited  Producers,  and  the  average  results 
of  these  are  summarised  below  : — 


Report  on  the  Examination  of  Samples  of  Milk  from 
Accredited  Producers. 


No. 

Bacterial 
Count 
per  c.c. 

No.  of 
Samples 
taken 

No.  of 

Samples 
satisfying 
Methylene 
Blue  test 

No.  of 
Colifori 

pres 

1/10  c.c. 

times 
n  Bacilli 
ent  in 

1/100  c.c. 

1 

12,739 

3 

3 

2 

6,899 

2 

2 

3 

11,113 

2 

2 

4 

7,872 

4 

3 

1 

5 

57,342 

4 

3 

1 

6 

40,820 

3 

3 

7 

1,983 

2 

2 

_ 

8 

18,390 

3 

3 

1 

9 

21,883 

3 

3 

10 

23,433 

3 

3 

1 

11 

156,312 

5 

4 

1 

12 

5,651 

3 

3 

13 

14,733 

3 

3 

1 

14* 

1 ,220,000 

4 

2 

2 

2 

15 

51,321 

4 

2 

9 

16 

6,216 

2 

2 

17 

25,344 

3 

3 

18 

6,173 

3 

3 

1 

1 

Standard  adopted  200,000  bacteria  per  c.c. 

*  The  name  of  this  producer  was  removed  from  the  list  of  Accredited 
Producers  early  in  1939. 
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Of  the  remaining  42  samples,  36  were  taken  from  non-accredited  producers 
delivering  milk  in  the  Borough,  and  of  these  29  were  satisfactory  on  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  the  Methylene  Blue  test.  5  samples  were  taken  from  a  dealer  holding  a 
supplementary  licence  to  sell  pasteurised  milk— the  average  bacterial  count  was 
4,780,  four  of  the  samples  satisfied  the  Methylene  Blue  test,  coliform  bacilli  were 
present  in  1  /10  c.c.,  in  two  of  the  samples,  and  were  also  present  in  1  100  c.c.  in 
one  of  the  five  samples.  The  remaining  sample  was  sterilised  milk  and  this  was 
found  to  be  satisfactory. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (Adulteration)  ACT,  1928. 

307  samples  of  food  and  drugs,  as  against  317  in  1936,  were  obtained  by  the 
Inspector,  10  of  which  on  analysis  were  found  not  to  comply  with  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the 

samples  obtained  : — 


Description 


Milk  . 

Butter  . 

Margarine . 

Lard  . 

Tea . 

Cream  . 

Dried  and  Preserved  Fruit 

Coffee 

Cocoa 

Vinegar  . 

Sweets 

Sundry  Groceries  and  Ins 
Supplies 

Whisky  . 

Rum  . 


Total 


Number  taken 

Result  of  Analysis 

Formally 

Informally 

Genuine 

Adulterat'd 

193 

25 

208 

10 

... 

3 

3 

5 

5 

3 

3 

7 

7 

2 

2 

4 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

>n  al 

... 

11 

11 

41 

41 

•  •  • 

6 

3 

... 

6 

3 

... 

202 

105 

297 

10 

Of  the  10  samples  reported  as  adulterated,  proceedings  were  instituted  in 
four  cases  in  regard  to  milk.  Convictions  were  obtained  in  all  cases  and  fines 
totalling  426,  together  with  analysts1  fees  and  costs,  were  imposed.  In  two 
other  cases  the  vendors  were  exonerated  as  a  result  of  appeal  to  cow  samples . 
two  others  were  appeal  to  cow  samples,  and  of  the  remainder  one  was  only 
slightly  below  standard,  and  the  other  was  an  informal  sample. 
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Seven  appeal  to  cow  samples  were  taken  at  farms. 


A  full  analysis  of  milk  samples  in  connection  with  which  proceedings  were 
taken  is  given  in  the  following  table  : — 


No. 

Percentage  of 

Extent  of  Adulteration 

Fatty 

Solids 

Non-Fatty 

Solids 

Water 

68 

2.98 

7.23 

89.79 

14.9%  Extraneous  Water 

69 

3.39 

8.22 

88.39 

3-2% 

77 

2.77 

5.37 

91.86 

36.8% 

90 

3.05 

7.05 

89.90 

17°/ 

'  o  ,,  ,, 

Borough  Analyst’s  Annual  Report. 

“  307  samples  were  submitted,  consisting  of  218  milks,  11  sweetmeats 
(including  chocolate),  seven  teas,  six  whiskies,  five  margarines,  four  dried 

„  ™ltS’  th,7e  CaCh  °f  sausa&e’  suet>  jelI.V-  butter,  rum  and  lard,  two  creams  and 
8o  miscellaneous  samples. 

..  ,  “  As  shown  by  the  following  Table,  the  year  1938  has  seen  a  remarkable 
all  in  the  number  of  adulterated  and/or  non-standard  samples  : _ 


Number  of  samples 


Year 

analysed 

Total 

Milk 

adulterated 
Total  Milk 

1934 

475 

412 

37 

27 

1935 

346 

319 

17 

16 

1936 

319 

248 

24 

24 

1937 

317 

243 

28 

27 

1938 

307 

218 

10 

10 

Percentage  of 
adulteration 


Total 

7.0 

4.9 

7.5 

8.8 

3.2 


Milk 

6.5 
5.0 

10.0 

11.1 

4.5 


„  °n  thlS  occasion«  the  adulteration  was  confined  to  milk  samples  and 
may  be  summarised  thus  : — 

„  "  Flve  afforded  definite  evidence  of  the  addition  of  water  to  an  extent 

„  ''afryionQgQfr0m  21  t0  36  8  Per  cent  ^  four  showed  deficiency  in  fat  varying  from 
„  “  t0  29;3  per  cent  -  whlle  the  remaining  sample  was  reported  as  being  2  3  per 
„  ,Cent-  defiGlent  in  ^on-fatty  solids.  The  Freezing-Point  (Hortvet)  of  the 
„  attei,  sample'  Vlz>  0.527°C..,  whilst  arousing  a  suspicion  that  the  deficiency 

“TV  r6561106  °f  Extrane0US  Water>  was  to°  near  the  recognised 

„  nit  of  0  53°  C;  to  warrant  its  positive  condemnation.  Five  ‘  appeal  to  cow  ’ 
„  samPles  taken  m  connection  with  certain  of  the  ‘  watered  ’  samples  were  of 
„  normal  quality,  although  in  one  case  the  Freezing-Point  (Hortvet)  was  some- 
„  W  at  higher  than  is  usually  met  with  in  respect  of  genuine  milk.  On  the 

„  7h°  ?’  thC  milk  SUpply  was  of  S°od  qnahty  and,  once  again,  all  samples  were 
tree  from  preservatives  and  colouring  matter. 
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"  All  the  spirits  were  of  the  required  statutory  strength,  although  two 
samples  (Scotch  Whisky)  were  of  border-line  quality  and  characterised  by 
“  relatively-high  extractive  matter. 

“  Several  varieties  of  sweets  were  examined  and  found  to  be  free  from 
“  metallic  contamination  and  mineral  additions. 

•'  Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations  were  complied 
“  with  in  respect  of  the  sausage,  cream,  dried  fruit  and  other  relevant  samples, 

“  whilst  the  moisture  content  of  the  edible  fats  in  no  case  exceeded  the  statu- 
“  tory  limit  of  16  per  cent. 

“  The  remaining  miscellaneous  samples  were  of  approved  commercial 
“  quality  and  call  for  no  particular  comment. 

"  It  is,  once  again,  with  pleasure  that  appreciation  is  expressed  of  the  ready 
“  help  and  co-operation  of  your  Chief  Inspector  in  carrying  out  the  duties 
"  attached  to  the  administration  of  the  above  Act. 

“  (Signed) 

“  S.  ERNEST  MELLING, 

"  Public  Analyst.” 

PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

(A.)  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  GENERALLY. 

The  general  incidence  of  the  chief  infectious  diseases  during  the  past  year 
has  shown  an  increase  from  an  average  of  972  cases  during  the  five  years  1933-37 
to  1.147  cases— chiefly  due  to  diphtheria,  scarlet  fever  and  measles. 

The  outbreak  of  measles  was  almost  entirely  confined  to  the  five  months 
January  to  May,  and  the  incidence  was  generally  distributed  throughout  the 
Borough  with  the  exception  of  the  outlying  districts  of  Castleton,  Norden  and 
Smallbridge. 

Diphtheria  was  prevalent  throughout  the  year,  and  apart  from  an  outbreak 
of  this  disease  at  the  Castlemere  Bovs’  Home  (26  cases  reported)  was  not  con¬ 
fined  to  any  part  of  the  town.  Further  reference  to  this  outbreak  is  made  in  the 
attached  report  on  school  medical  inspection. 

Comparative  figures  are  given  below  and  further  details  as  to  age  dis¬ 
tribution  and  annual  incidence  are  shown  in  lables  IV.  and  V.,  Appendix. 

Average  5  yrs. 


1938 

1937 

1933-37 

Scarlet  Fever 

170 

80 

165.8 

Diphtheria  . 

234 

56 

110.0 

Tuberculosis  ... 

116 

109 

107.2 

Pneumonia 

42 

49 

67.2 

♦Whooping  Cough 

74 

16 

66.2 

♦Chicken-pox . 

56 

160 

129.4 

♦Measles  . 

406 

259 

269.6 

Other  Diseases 

49 

39 

57.0 

1147 

768 

972.4 

*  Not  compulsorily  notifiable.  Information  from  reports  of  Head 
Teachers  of  Public  Elementary  Schools. 
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Marland  Hospital. 

1  Ins  hospital  with  120  beds  serves  Rochdale  County  Borough,  and  also  Mid¬ 
dleton,  Hey  wood  and  Whitworth  by  Agreement.  On  the  31st  December,  1937, 
there  were  52  patients  in  residence,  and  during  the  year  675  other  patients,  includ- 

C  ,  t /eSldentS'  ^  admitted  the  highest  figure  in  any  one  year  since 
1930  with  775  patients.  Owing  to  the  heavy  demand  for  accommodation  the 
hospital  was  closed  in  November  to  the  admission  of  out-of-borough  cases. 

The  case  mortality  was  equal  to  3.3  per  cent,  of  the  cases  treated,  as  against 
3.1  per  cent,  in  the  previous  year. 


Eleven  of  the  24  deaths  during  the  year  were  due  to  diphtheria. 
A  summary  of  cases  admitted  to  Hospital  is  given  below 


DISEASE 


Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 

Enteric  Fever 
Cerebro  Spinal 
Meningitis 
Measles 
Dysentery 
Erysipelas 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Other  Diseases 
Tuberculosis 


In 

Hospital 
on  Slst 
December 
1937 


Admitled 

during 

the 

Year 


19 

29 


2 

1 


Total 


52 


Dis- 

charged 


244* 
352  f 
2 

1 

17 

2 

20 

4 

24 

9 


235 

326 

2 

1 

17 
2 

18 
6 

15 

9 


Died 


675 


631 


2 

11 


Remain¬ 
ing  in 
Hospital 
at  end  o t 
Year 
1938 


8 


24 


26 

44 


Average 

stay  in 
Hospital 
of 

Patients 

Disch'rg’d 

Days 


32 

43 

12 

35 

27 
26 
19 

28 
21 
61 


Ages  of  Patients 
Admitted 


Under 
5  Years 


72 


64 

48 


9 

1 

2 

10 


134 


5—15 

Years 


153 

255 


Above 
15  years 


6 

8 


431 


27 

49 

2 

1 

1 

1 

16 

4 

8 

1 


110 


*  Includes  1  case  diagnosed  as  suffering  from  Simple  Tonsillitis 

t  Includes  9  cases  diagnosed  as  not  suffering  from  Diphtheria. 
(8  Simple  Tonsillitis  and  1  Simple  Rhinitis). 


Antitoxin. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin,  Scarlatina  Meningococcal  and  Erysipelas  Sera  are 
distributed,  on  behalf  of  the  Department,  from  the  Broadfield  Pathological 
Laboratory  to  medical  practitioners  for  use  within  the  Borough.  Outside 
Laboratory  hours,  supplies  are  available  at  Marland  Hospital. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Since  the  inauguration  of  this  scheme  in  1934,  3,120  children  have  been 
immunised  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  under  review.  The  progress  of  this  scheme 
is  still  far  from  satisfactory,  and  it  is  intended  to  make  a  special  effort  to  improve 
the  response  by  the  public  during  next  year. 


I  am  indebted  to  l)r.  A.  H.  Heyworth,  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
for  the  following  report  on  diphtheria  in  previously  immunised  children  : — 

“During  the  year  1938,  there  were  admitted  to  the  Marland  Hospital,  24 
cases  of  notified  Diphtheria  from  the  Borough  occurring  in  children  who  had 
previously  had  a  recognised  form  of  anti-diphtheria  immunisation  as  shown  in 
summary  below.” 


Diphtheria-Immunised  Cases  admitted  to  Marland  Hospital 

during  the  year. 


No. 

Case 

Age 

Date  of 
Immunisation 

Units  of 
A.D.S. 

Remarks 

1 

G.S. 

8 

2/  6/1933 

200,000 

True  Diphtheria 

Resident  54  days. 

2 

B.H. 

4 

10/  2/1936 

20,000 

Simple  Tonsillitis  plus  K.L.B. 

3 

K.P.  • 

11 

22/  2/1935 

80,000 

True  Diphtheria 

4 

HAY. 

8 

3/  5/1935 

48,000 

True  Diphtheria  plus  much  septic 
inflammation. 

5 

GAV. 

10 

14/  5/1934 

20,000 

Simple  Tonsillitis — No  K.L.B.  No 
membrane. 

« 

M.G. 

7 

23/  3/1937 

None 

Simple  Tonsillitis. 

7 

S.M. 

7 

8/  2/1935 

None 

Yery  mild  Diphtheria. 

8 

MAY. 

10 

21/10/1935 

16,000 

Simple  Tonsillitis  with  K.L.B. 

9 

K.H. 

9 

4/  4/1934 

8,000 

Temporary  carrier. 

10 

M.S. 

7 

1/12/1936 

8.000 

Persistent  carrier  (Throat). 

11 

A.T. 

8 

8/  6/1933 

None 

Yery  mild  Diphtheria. 

12 

C.E 

7 

10/  8/1933 

None 

Simple  Tonsillitis  plus  K.L.B.  carrier. 

13 

J.N. 

5 

25/  4/1938 

None 

Very  mild  Diphtheria. 

14 

B.C. 

8 

11/  8/1934 

80,000 

True  Diphtheria  (Resident  48  days). 

IS 

C.F. 

7 

6/  6/1934 

20,000 

Simple  Tonsillitis — no  K.L.B.  found 
(6  exams.) 

16 

D.K. 

7 

5/  8/1935 

80.000 

True  Diphtheria  (Resident  53  days). 

17 

D.K. 

8 

21/  4/1938 

8,000 

Very  mild  Diphtheria. 

18 

M.M. 

5 

29/1 1/1937 

4,500 

Carrier. 

19 

P.S. 

7 

9/11/1938 

8,000 

Carrier  only. 

20 

j.B. 

8 

30/  8/1938 

16,000 

Very  mild  Diphtheria. 

21 

BAY. 

7 

1936 

None 

Carrier  only. 

22 

AT. 

9 

1933 

None 

Very  mild  Diphtheria. 

23 

MAY. 

6 

1937 

None 

Very  mild  Diphtheria. 

24 

E.G. 

8 

1938 

16, W  K> 

Very  mild  Diphtheria. 

"  Three  cases  were  subsequently  proved  to  be  Simple  Tonsillitis,  in  which 
there  was  no  Diphtheria  present  and  no  Diphtheria  germs  demonstrable.  (Two 
cases  received  serum  [Nos.  5  and  15.  and  one  case  received  no  serum). 

“Four  cases  were  subsequently  diagnosed  as  Simple  Tonsillitis  in  which  there 
was  associated  a  Diphtheria  Bacillus,  and  of  these,  three  cases  received  serum 
(Nos.  2,  4,  8),  and  one  case  received  no  serum.” 
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luve  cases  were  found  to  have  no  Tonsillitis  and  no  clinical  Diphtheria,  but 
were  admitted  to  Hospital  on  account  of  Diphtheria  organisms  being  found  to 
be  present  in  the  respiratory  passages,  two  being  nasal  carriers  (9  19)  and 
three  being  throat  carriers  (10,  18,  21 ).  Of  these,  three  cases  had  been  transferred 
from  the  Rochdale  Infirmary  where  there  had  been  minor  epidemics  (9,  18,  19). 

12  cases  were  found  to  have  true  clinical  and  bacteriological  Diphtheria 
Of  these,  eight  were  of  a  very  mild  type  with  a  limited  extent  of  membrane! 
and  of  these  three  cases  (17,  20,  24)  received  small  doses  of  serum,  and  five  cases 
(7,  11,  13,  22,  23)  received  no  serum  at  all.  Convalescence  in  these  cases  was  un¬ 
eventful  and  there  was  marked  evidence  of  considerable  resistence  to  the  disease. 
These  cases  might  easily  have  been  missed  in  practice  and  thanks  must  be 

given  to  those  Rochdale  medical  practitioners  who  recognised  and  notified 
these  cases. 


Three  cases  (3,  14,  16)  were  of  moderate  severity  and  each  case  received 
80,000  units  of  A.D.S.  One  case  had  been  immunised  in  1934,  and  two  cases  had 
been  immunised  in  1935.  They  had  uneventful  recoveries  and  were  resident  48 
53  and  60  days  respectively. 

One  case  (No.  1)  was  of  extreme  severity.  He  had  been  immunised  in  1933. 
He  received  200,000  units  A.D.S.  intravenously.  Although  critically  ill,  this 
patient  made  a  marvellous  recovery  without  any  complications  and  was  dis¬ 
charged  from  the  hospital  in  very  good  condition  after  54  days’  residence. 

The  case  was  of  undoubted  severity  of  the  same  malignant  type  as  that  of 
a  non-immunised  female  child  admitted  the  same  day  and  who  received  the  same 
amount  of  serum  but  who  unfortunately  died  within  the  week. 


Two  cases  of  the  same  malignant  type  of  Diphtheria  occurring  in  non- 
lmmunised  children  were  admitted  to  the  hospital  on  the  two  days  immediately 
prior  to  the  admission  of  this  case.  They  received  dosages  of  serum,  80,000  and 

260,000  units  respectively,  but  both  cases  died  within  ten  days  of  being  admitted 
to  the  Hospital. 


The  case  is  also  comparable  with  that  of  the  non-immunised  boy  (T.M.)  of 
the  same  age  and  from  the  same  district  who  was  admitted  to  the  Hospital  some 
three  weeks  previously.  This  case  received  120,000  units  of  serum  by  the 
intravenous  and  intramuscular  routes.  He  was  critically  ill  for  several  weeks 
and  later  developed  almost  complete  paralysis  of  the  limbs,  the  erector  spina?, 
the  palatal  and  ciliary  muscles.  He  was  discharged  after  122  days  of  special 
care  and  nursing  in  Hospital,  and  although  he  was  even  then  in  poor  general 
condition  which  necessitated  him  being  wheeled  about  in  a  bath-chair  for 
months,  he  eventually  made  a  good  and  complete  recovery. 


It  appears  obvious  from  this  report,  that  each  group  of  cases  considered  gives 
abundant  evidence  of  the  effectiveness  of  Anti-Diphtheritic  Immunisation. 
All  types  of  these  cases  have  shown  that  resistence  to  the  infection  which  is  not 
found  in  non-immunised  children,  lhere  is  evident  a  reduction  in  initial  severity 
of  the  case  ;  e.g.,  one  markedly  severe,  three  moderately  severe,  and  12  mild  cases. 
There  is  a  diminution  in  the  length  of  stay  in  Hospital  in  each  type  of  case,  and 
there  has  been  demonstrated  a  marked  absence  of  sequela; ;  post-diphtheritic 
pareses  and  paralysis  being  completely  absent. 


The  odd  case  in  Group  1,  which  received  no  serum,  shows  that  an  immu¬ 
nised  child  can  be  nursed  in  a  fever  hospital  without  contracting  Diphtheria. 

Group  2,  shows  a  case  of  a  Septic  Throat  with  the  Diphtheria  germs  present 
in  the  throat,  yet,  although  every  circumstance  is  favourable,  the  case  does  not 
contract  Diphtheria — and  no  serum  was  required. 

Group  3.  the  “•  carrier  ”  group,  includes  one  case  which  was  not  given  serum. 
She  was  resident  30  days,  and  although  the  bacillus  of  Diphtheria  was  present 
in  the  throat  for  the  first  fourteen  days,  thereafter  repeated  examinations  showed 
that  the  organisms  were  no  longer  present. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  from  Diphtheria  which 
occurred  in  the  Borough  year  by  year  from  1923  onwards  : 


1923 

1924 

1925 
1920 


8 

1927  .. 

.  9 

1931  .. 

.  21 

1935  .. 

.  6 

1 

1928  .. 

.  8 

1932  .. 

,.  9 

1936  .. 

.  3 

7 

1929  .. 

.  13 

1933  .. 

..  15 

1937  .. 

2 

5 

1930  .. 

8 

1934  . 

..  7 

1938  .. 

.  5 

There  has  been  a  remarkable  reduction  in  the  number  of  deaths  and,  it 
follows,  a  commensurate  diminution  in  morbidity,  from  Diphtheria,  since  1933 
when  the  free  service  of  Anti-Diphtheria  Immunisation  was  offered  in  the 
schools  and  Clinics  of  the  Borough. 


One  speculates  as  to  how  long  Democracy  will  permit  this  needless,  though 
reduced,  morbidity  and  mortality. 

It  would  appear  that  Anti-Diphtheria  Immunisation  is  of  considerably 
more  importance  than  Vaccination  ;  and  to  be  at  least  as  important  as  the  issue 
of  free  food  to  necessitous  cases.  Its  importance  is  such  as  to  entitle  it  to  a 
place  in  those  routine  services  afforded  by  the  M.  &  C.  W.  (  limes  ;  and  it  should 
be  a  "  sine  qua  non  ”  that  a  child  should  receive  its  protective  immunisation 
against  Diphtheria  as  soon  as  it  begins  to  lose  that  partial  inherited  immunity 
which  endures  for  a  few  months  after  birth  in  the  majority  of  cases. 
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Vaccination  Act. 

The  administrative  arrangements  in  respect  of  Vaccination  remain  as  out¬ 
lined  in  previous  reports.  There  are  three  Public  Vaccinators,  and  four  Vac¬ 
cination  Officers  each  with  a  district. 

No  vaccinations  were  carried  out  during  the  year  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  in  pursuance  of  the  Public  Health  (Smallpox)  Regulations,  1917. 


A  summary  of  the  Vaccination  Returns  as  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health  foi  the  year  1937  is  given  below  in  comparison  with  1936  figures. 


1937 

1936 

Total 

Percent¬ 

age 

Total 

Percent¬ 

age 

Number  of  successful  vaccinations . 

60 

10.9 

73 

11.1 

0  2 

Number  insusceptible  to  vaccination 

1 

Number  of  exemptions 

449 

81.5 

513 

77  9 

Number  died  unvaccinated 

Number  not  traceable,  or  removed  to  other 

19 

3.4 

30 

4.6 

districts,  or  postponed  . 

23 

4.2 

41 

6.2 

Total  number  of  children  born 

*  lRij _  i 

551* 

100.0 

658* 

100.0 

*  Excluding  children  born  at  Birch  Hill  Hospital. 


These  figures  continue  to  show  a  high  percentage  of  statutory  exemptions 
from  vaccination. 


(B)  TUBERCULOSIS. 

lliere  were  116  cases  of  tuberculosis — respiratory  and  non-respiratory _ 

notified  as  against  109  the  previous  year,  and  an  average  of  109  during  the  pre¬ 
ceding  five  years  1932-36. 

In  the  earlier  years  of  compulsory  notification  1913-17  the  average  annual 
number  of  notifications  was  292,  but  this  is  now  reduced  to  near  the  100  figure. 

Comparative  figures  are  given  below  : — 


Average 

5  year 
periods 

Notifications 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Total 

1913—17 

184 

108 

292 

1923—27 

85 

40 

125 

1933—37 

81 

26 

107 

1938 

89 

27 

116 

54 


The  1 16  new  cases  notified,  together  with  the  number  of  deaths  resulting 
from  the  disease,  are  arranged  in  the  summary  below  : — 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  Periods 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

No 

Respir 

n- 

atory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1  year 

... 

... 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

1 

1 — 5  years 

1 

3 

1 

1 

... 

... 

1 

... 

5—15  „ 

16 

7 

7 

5 

... 

15—25  ., 

6 

4 

4 

2 

5 

2 

1 

... 

25—35  „ 

10 

7 

.  .  . 

2 

7 

5 

. 

... 

35 — 45  ,, 

14 

1 

... 

1 

10 

2 

... 

... 

45 — 55  ,, 

9 

2 

... 

3 

i 

55 — 65  ,, 

6 

3 

3 

1 

6 

i 

... 

... 

65  years  and 
over 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

... 

1 

i 

... 

... 

Total 

62 

27 

15 

12 

32 

12 

2 

3 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary. 

Three  clinic  sessions  have  been  held  weekly  as  in  previous  years—  1  uesday 
evening  Wednesday  afternoon  and  Friday  morning,  and  the  number  of  new 
cases  examined  shows  an  increase  from  294  to  337-192  adults  and  145  children. 
Of  this  number  133,  or  39  per  cent.,  were  examined  as  contacts,  while  196,  or 
58  per  cent.,  were  referred  by  general  practitioners  or  the  School  Medical  Officer 
for  examination.  This  co-operation  of  the  family  doctor  is  encouraged  an 

appreciated. 


These  cases  are  classified  in  the  table  below  in  comparison  with  the  corres¬ 
ponding  figures  of  1937.  It  will  be  observed  that  115,  or  34  per  cent.,  were 
diagnosed  as  suffering  from  some  form  of  tuberculosis,  as  compared  with  3a  per 
cent,  the  previous  year  and  32  per  cent,  in  1936. 
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Sex 

PI  JI. MOM  A  RV 

Adults 

Children 

Grand 

Total 

s  T.B.  + 

|  Groups 

Non- 

pulmonary 

NOT 

tuberculous 

Diagnosis  not 

completed 

< 

H 

O 

H 

T.B.  minus 

PULMONARY 

T.B.  + 
Groups 

Non- 

pulmonary 

NOT 

tuberculous 

Diagnosis 

not  completed 

TOTAL 

"  I. 

II. 

III. 

I. 

II.  III. 

ties 

27  ... 

21 

2 

4 

51 

3 

108 

l 

16 

... 

...  ...  i  9  55 

l 

81 

189 

males 

10  ... 

4 

1 

6 

62 

1 

84 

10 

... 

...  |  ...  |  5  48 

l 

64 

148 

tals  , 

>38 

37  ... 

25 

3 

10 

113 

4 

192 

26 

... 

. 

14  103 

2 

145 

337 

ir  1937 

34  ... 

26 

6 

13 

103 

2 

184 

15 

.  9  85 

1 

110 

=•  1 

- — ss 

294 

Ihe  work  m  connection  with  the  Dispensary  is  shown  detailed  in  Table 
\  II.,  Appendix,  and  is  here  briefly  summarised  : — 


1938  1937 


Number  of  New  Cases  examined  ... 

Total  Number  of  Attendances  of  Patients 
Number  of  Attendances  of  Old  Cases 
Average  Attendance  per  Clinic  (Year  1938— Highest  31 
Lowest  4) 

Number  of  Contacts  examined 
Dressings  and  Injections  carried  out  during  the  year 
Home  Visits  and  Consultations  by  Tuberculosis  Officer 
Year  1938 — (103  home  visits  and  854  letters,  tele¬ 
phones,  etc.) 

Home  Visits  by  Tuberculosis  Nurses 
Number  of  necessitous  patients  who  have  had  milk  granted 
Number  of  necessitous  patients  who  have  had  malt  and 
oil  granted 

Wasserman  Tests  taken  at  the  Dispensary 
Year  1938 — (Negative  3,) 

X-Ray  Examinations 


337 

294 

2,287 

2,076 

1,949 

1,782 

16 

14 

133 

113 

447 

407 

957 

931 

2,332 

2,153 

44 

35 

3 

7 

3 

10 

146 

122 

X-Ray  Work. 

Radiological  work  is  chiefly  referred  to  the  Springfield  Sanatorium,  where 
46  examinations  were  made  on  behalf  of  the  Dispensary,  as  compared  with 
ill  in  the  previous  year. 
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Extra  Nourishment. 

Grant  of  special  nourishment  in  the  form  of  milk  or  malt  and  cod  liver  oil 
are  made  to  the  non-insured  persons  and  selected  necessitous  cases  waiting 
admission  to  Sanatoria,  or  who  may  have  received  an  adequate  course  of  sana¬ 
torium  treatment  and  may  be  expected  to  maintain  or  recover  full  working 
capacity.  During  the  past  vear  47  patients  received  grants  of  extra  nourish¬ 
ment  for  periods  ot  three  to  six  months  or  more  : — 

Milk  ...  ...  ...  44  (28  adults  and  16  children) 

Malt  and  Oil  .  3  (3  children) 


Financial  and  Other  Assistance. 


Necessitous  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  assisted  in  various  ways  during  the 

year 


(a)  Clothing  and  footgear  provided  . 

(b)  House  rent  paid  from  a  special  Fund  during 

residence  of  patient  in  Sanatorium 

(c)  Sets  of  Dentures  provided  . 


36  (30  adults  and 
6  children) 

10 

1 


The  Health  Committee  in  September  adopted  a  scheme  providing  for  the 
loan  of  one  bedstead  with  bedding  to  necessitous  patients  suffering  from  tuber¬ 
culosis,  and  recommended  for  domiciliary  treatment,  thus  providing  facilities 
for  the  patient  to  have  separate  sleeping  accommodation. 


The  general  question  of  housing  accommodation  for  families  where  a  mem¬ 
ber  is  suffering  from  tuberculosis,  has  been  referred  to  a  Joint  Committee  of  the 
Health  and  Housing  Committees  for  consideration  and  report. 


Residential  Treatment. 

There  were  46  patients  in  residence  at  various  Sanatoria  on  the  31st  Dec¬ 
ember,  1937,  and  during  the  following  year  130  other  patients  (81  male  and  49 
female)  were  admitted,  chiefly  to  Wolstenholme  Pulmonary  Hospital  (42)  and 
Springfield  Sanatorium  (22),  Memorial  Home,  Norden  (21),  and  Shropshire 
Orthopedic  Hospital  (15).  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  51  patients 
remaining  in  residential  institutions. 
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Details  are  given  below  : — 


Institutions 

In  Hospital  or 
Sanatorium  on 

31st  Dec.,  1937 

Admissions 

Died 

Remaining 

in  Hospital 

at  end  of  1938 

Average 
stay  in 
Hospital 
of 

Patients 

disch’rg'd 

Month* 

Total 

C/3 

'V 

13 

s 

C/3 

JJ 

13 

£ 

0) 

rT 

HH 

Discharged 

during  1933 

Shelf  Sanatorium  . 

WolstenholmePulmonary 

Hospital  . 

Springfield  Sanatorium 
Marland  Hospital 
Stannington  Sanatorium 
Eastby  Sanatorium 
Memorial  Home,  Norden 
Shropshire  Orth.Hospital 
Crossley  Sanatorium 
Manchester  Skin  Hospital 

1 

14 

10 

8 

5 

1 

4 

3 

42 

22 

8 

11 

5 

21 

15 

5 

1 

42 

8 

8 

5 

10 

4 

4 

22 

3 

11 

11 

1 

1 

1 

30 

15 

8 

9 

5 

16 

16 

5 

1 

16 

3 

10 

14 

10 

5 

6 

3 

3 

7.6 

4.1 

7.3 

2.3 

9.0 

10.2 

3.8 

4.1 

9.3 

0.5 

Total 

46 

130 

81 

49 

106 

19 

51 

Springfield  Sanatorium. 

This  institution,  situated  adjoining  Springfield  Park,  provides  accommoda¬ 
tion  for  36  female  patients,  one-half  of  which  is  reserved  for  women  patients 
readmg  in  the  area  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council.  In  addition  to  22 
Rochdale  patients  admitted  there  were  37  patients  admitted  from  the  County 
Area,  making  59  in  total,  as  against  75  the  previous  year. 


The  X-ray  plant  at  this  institution  continues  to  give  satisfaction.  Its  use 
is  indispensable  in  the  diagnosis  of  early  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  in  the 
control  of  collapse  therapy  cases.  It  is  a  valuable  aid  to  prognosis  and  is  used 

dis^rse°Utme  m  eSt'mat’n^  t^le  ProSress  ar*d  in  determining  the  arrest  of  the 


The  following  table  gives  some  indication  of  the  amount  of  the  work  done. 


Year 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 


X-ray  Examinations. 


In-patients 


C.C. 

Boro. 

— 

20 

57 

47 

46 

47 

55 

32 

46 

30 

Out-patients 

Boro. 

Total 

2 

22 

79 

183 

159 

252 

119 

206 

170 

246 

58 


Artificial  Pneumothorax  Therapy  is  the  most  successful  method  of  treat¬ 
ment  of  unilateral  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  Treatment  was  successfully  induced 
on  one  case  in  1936  ;  five  cases  in  1937  ;  and  three  cases  in  1938  ;  all  Rochdale 
C.B.  In-patients. 


Refills  given  in  the  course  of  treatment  of  Artificial  Pneumothorax  cases 
have  been  given  as  follows  : — 


In-Patients 

Rochdale  Borough  Patients 
Out-Patients 

Total 

I9:i6  ... 

16 

44 

60 

1937  ... 

24 

78 

102 

1938  ... 

58 

133 

191 

One  in-patient  from  the  Lancashire  County  Council  had  two  refills  during 
1938,  and  the  treatment  was  then  discontinued. 


Operations  on  the  Phrenic  Nerve. 

The  treatment  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  by  means  of  severing  or  removing 
a  portion  of  the  Phrenic  nerve  on  one  side,  and  thus  restricting  harmful  res¬ 
piratory  movements  of  the  diseased  lung,  was  first  instituted  in  Rochdale  in 
1932  ;  and  10  operations  of  that  nature  (one  male  and  nine  female)  were  per¬ 
formed  at  the  Marland  Hospital  during  that  year.  In  the  following  year,  1933, 
three  operations  (two  male  and  one  female)  were  carried  out  at  Marland.  In 
the  Springfield  Sanatorium,  four  cases  received  this  treatment  in  1935,  one  case 
in  1936,  and  four  cases  in  1938. 

Gold-therapy.  Sanocrysin,  Myocrysin  and  Crisalbine  preparations  have 
been  used  ;  Sanocrvsin  being  found  to  be  the  most  useful.  During  1938,  three 
Borough  cases  and  three  County  cases  received  courses  of  treatment. 

“  0  ”  Ray  Compress.  The  collar  type  of  compress  whereby  heat  is 
passed  through  radio-active  elements  has  been  of  great  service  in  the  relief  of 
the  pain  of  laryngeal  tuberculosis.  Three  County  cases  and  two  Borough  cases 
received  treatment. 

Return  relating  to  patients  treated  in  residential  institutions  as  forwarded 
to  the  Ministrv  of  Health  is  reprinted  in  Appendix,  Table  VI. 


Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  and  Public 
Health  Act,  1925  (Section  62). 

The  former  relates  to  persons  engaged  in  the  milk  or  dairy  trade  who  are 
suffering  from  Tuberculosis,  while  the  latter  confers  powers  for  the  removal  to 
hospital  of  infectious  persons  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  No 
occasion  has  arisen  during  t lie  year  where  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  make 
use  of  the  powers  conferred  In-  this  Act  and  Regulation. 
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(G)  VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

The  Cl’nic  premises  in  Baillie  Street  are  open  daily  for  public  service,  and 
each  week  there  are  five  medical  clinics,  of  which  three  are  held  in  the  evening 
to  suit  the  public  convenience.  Intermediate  treatment  may  be  obtained  daily 
at  stipulated  hours.  See  Clinic  Time  Table  p.p.  16 

The  clinic  serves  mainly  Rochdale  residents  and  those  of  the  adjoining 
County  districts,  but  persons  resident  in  other  areas  may  avail  themselves  of 
the  clinic  ser\  ices  and  obtain  treatment  and  advice  without  charge. 

Patients  under  Treatment  or  Observation. 

There  were  655  patients  (males  442,  females  218)  dealt  with  as  against 
674  the  preceding  year  ;  and  their  residence  or  district  of  classification  was  : 
Rochdale  480,  Lancashire  County  162,  and  other  districts  13.  These  numbers 
include  322  new  cases  attending  the  Clinic  for  the  first  time,  as  compared  with 
341  the  previous  year. 


The  patients  dealt  with  during  the  last  two  years  are  classified  in  summary 
below  according  to  type  of  disease  : — 


Syp 

hilis 

S< 

Cha 

3ft 

ncre 

Gono 

rrhoea 

Conditions 
other  than 
Venereal 

TOTALS 

1938 

1937 

1938 

1937 

1938 

1937 

1938 

1937 

1938 

1937 

1. — Number  of  Cases  on 
January  1st  under 
treatment  or  observa¬ 
tion 

183 

183 

2 

1 

110 

122 

23 

14 

318 

320 

2. — Number  of  Cases  re¬ 
moved  from  the  Regis¬ 
ter  during  any  previous 
year  which  returned 
during  the  year  under 
report  for  treatment 
or  observation  of  the 
same  infection 

4 

4 

2 

4 

6 

3. — Number  of  Cases  dealt 
with  for  the  first  time 
during  the  year  under 
report  (exclusive  of 
Cases  under  Item  4)  ... 

62 

67 

2 

138 

166 

122 

106 

322 

341 

1. — Number  of  Cases  dealt 
with  for  the  first  time 
during  the  year  under 
report  known  to  have 
received  treatment  at 
other  Centres  for  the 
same  infection 

3 

5 

8 

2 

11 

7 

TOTAL 

252 

259 

O 

3 

256 

292 

145 

120 

655 

674 

Congenital  syphilis  in 
children  under  15  years 
of  age. 


4 


Total  number  of  patients') 

Male  Patients 

179 

194 

6 

under  treatment  at  end  > 

of  year  : — 

Female  Patients 

108 

124 

60 


Returns  from  other  districts  show  that  20  Rochdale  patients  received 
treatment  for  the  first  time  at  other  Centres — Manchester  12,  Salford  5,  Bury  3. 

Clinic  Attendances. 


Comparative  figures  of  attendances  by  patients  for  irrigation,  dressings, 
etc.,  are  shown  below  : — 


Year  end 

ing  December  31st 

1938 

1937 

1936 

1935 

1934 

Number  of  patients  under  treat¬ 
ment  . 

655 

674 

719 

797 

825 

Attendances  of  patients  : — 

(a)  For  individual  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  Medical 
Officer . 

7968 

8691 

8584 

9142 

10593 

(b)  For  intermediate  treat¬ 
ment — 

Irrigation  and 
Dressings 

6939 

9299 

9378 

9923 

11838 

Pathological  Examinations. 

The  arrangement  with  the  Broadfield  Laboratory  for  microscopical  exam¬ 
ination  for  gonococci  and  with  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Manchester,  for 
serum  tests  for  Wassermann  reaction  have  been  continued  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  specimens  examined  at  the  approved  Laboratories  and  by 
the  Medical  Officer  at  the  Centre  was  1,162,  as  against  the  previous  year  1,313. 

1938  1937 


From  Y.D.  Clinic  ... 

494 

424 

From  Private  Practitioners 

184 

147 

From  Other  Sources 

76 

70 

Total  examined  at  the  Laboratories 
Examined  by  the  Medical  Officer  at 

754 

641 

Treatment  Centre 

408 

672 

1162  ...  1313 

Arsenobenzene  Compounds. 

There  are  15  names  of  medical  practitioners  on  the  “approved  list,”  and 
these  doctors  have  applied  for,  and  received,  265  doses  of  arsenobenzene  com¬ 
pounds,  as  compared  with  242  doses  during  1937. 


(D)  DISINFECTION. 

Routine  disinfection  of  dwelling-houses,  schools  and  public  buildings  has 
been  discontinued  except  following  diphtheria  and  tuberculosis,  unless  specially 
desired  by  the  householder  or  doctor  in  charge  of  the  particular  case. 

321  rooms  were  fumigated,  and,  in  many  cases,  also  sprayed  with  formalde¬ 
hyde,  chiefly  on  account  of  tuberculosis  or  diphtheria  infection. 


61 


APPENDIX. 


TABLE  I.  Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  past  ten  years 
”  Causes  of  Death — Age  and  Sex  Distribution 

"  III.— Infantile  Mortality— Causes  of  Deaths  of  Children  under  one 
year  of  age 

”  1V'  infectious  Diseases — Incidence  and  Mortality  in  age  groups 

' ’  X  Intectioiis  Diseases — Notifications 


Page 

62 

63 

64 

65 

66 


VI.  Tuberculosis— Return  showing  results  of  Treatment  of  Tuberculous 
Patients  discharged  from  Residential  Institutions 


VI1-  Tuberculosis — Return  showing  the  work  of  the  Dispensary  .  . 

Venereal  Diseases  Extract  from  Return  showing  number  of  patients 
dealt  with  .... 

Birch  Hill  Hospital — Staffing  and  Accommodation 

^  Birch  Hill  Hospital — Classification  of  accommodation  for  Sick  and 
Maternity  cases,  and  number  of  beds  occupied 

XI.— Birch  Hill  Hospital— Classification  of  In-Patients  discharged  from 
or  who  died  in  Hospital 


"  XII  — Summary  of  Pathological  and  other  Examinations 

..  XIII.— Factories  and  Workshops  Act— Inspections 


73 

74 


Estimated  Population  for  statistical  purposes  only. 
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TABLE  II. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS 
_ _  Year  1938. 


OF  LIFE, 


Classified  Causes  of  Death 


ALL  CAUSES  . 

1  Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  Fevei 

2 —  Measles  ... 

3 —  Scarlet  Fever 

4 —  Whooping  Cough  . 

5 —  Diphtheria 

6 —  Influenza 

7 —  Encephalitis  Lethargica 

8 —  Cerebro-spinal  Fever  ... 

9—  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 

System 

10 —  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

11 —  Syphilis  . . 

General  paralysis  of  the  insane, 
tabes  dorsalis 

13 —  Cancer,  malignant  disease  ” 

14 —  Diabetes 

15 —  Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  &c. 

16 —  Heart  Disease  ... 

17 —  Aneurysm 

18 —  Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

19 —  Bronchitis 

20 —  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

21 —  Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

22 —  Peptic  Ulcer 

23 —  Diarrhoea,  etc.  ... 

24 —  Appendicitis 

25 —  Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

26 —  Other  Diseases  of  the  Liver,  etc. 

27 —  Other  Digestive  Diseases 

28 —  Acute  &  Chronic  Nephritis 

29 —  Puerperal  Sepsis 

30 —  Other  Puerperal  Causes 

31—  Congenital  Debility,  Premature" 

Birth,  Malformation,  etc.... 

32 —  Senility  ... 

33 —  Suicide 

34 —  Other  Violence  ... 

35 —  Other  Defined  Diseases 

36 —  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 


Sex 

A1 

Age 

M 

609 

'  F 

662 

s  M 

.  M 

2 

F 

1 

.  M 

.  M 

F 

.  M 

F 

5 

.  M 

3 

F 

14 

M 

1 

F 

4 

M 

1 

M 

32 

F 

12 

M 

2 

F 

3 

M 

2 

F 

•  •  . 

M 

5 

F 

i 

M 

79 

F 

102 

M 

5 

F 

ii 

M 

21 

F 

24 

M 

136 

F 

173 

M 

2 

F 

9 

M 

67 

F 

76 

M 

26 

F 

28 

M 

45 

F 

35 

M 

5 

F 

5 

M 

9 

F 

5 

M 

4 

F 

3 

M 

3 

F 

6 

M 

3 

F 

4 

M 

4 

F 

3 

M 

14 

F 

13 

M 

27 

F 

27 

F 

1 

F 

3 

M 

24 

F 

18 

M 

2 

F 

13 

M 

8 

F 

8 

M 

21 

F 

20 

M 

56 

F 

42 

M 

F 

... 

0- 


38 

31 


I- 


24 

18 


8 

14 


15- 


17 

11 


25- 


70 

66 


12 

3 

2 

1 

2 

2 


45-  65 


203 

176 


3 

1 

34 

47 

6 

9 

9 

51 

36 

2 

2 

13 

10 

7 

1 

19 

7 

2 

3 

5 

2 


6 

3 
7 

4 
14 
16 


179 

179 


30 

36 

5 

3 

10 

7 

46 

57 


28 

31 

9 

9 

5 

5 

1 

2 
1 


1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

3 

4 
10 

5 


2 

1 

2 

3 

4 

21 


75- 

87 

174 


8 

15 

2 

2 

8 

29 

61 


26 

35 

8 

18 


64 


TABLE  III. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. — Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various 
Ages  under  one  year  of  age— Year  1938. 


AGE  AT  DEATH 

Total 

Classified 

Causes  of  Death 

« 

s-s 

*T3  V 

3* 

2  . 

•  •f 

-sg 

« 

- 

c 

0 

E 

• 

-C 

c 

0 

E 

m 

-C 

c 

0 

E 

Deaths 

under 

1  year 

-o 

°T 

-o 

Ch 

1938 

1937 

Measles . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Whooping  Cough  . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

Diphtheria 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Influenza  ...  . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

Bronchitis 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Pneumonia 

3 

5 

5 

... 

1 

14 

11 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Tubercular  Diseases 

... 

... 

... 

l 

... 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

2 

4 

0 

l 

... 

7 

4 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

Congenital  Debility, 
Malformations,  etc. 

16 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

17 

21 

Premature  Birth 

25 

... 

... 

... 

... 

25 

14 

Suffocation 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Other  Causes 

2 

1 

1 

... 

1 

5 

2 

All  Causes  . 

48 

10 

6 

2 

3 

69 

58 

Nett  Births  in  the  year  : — Legitimate  1038 ;  Illegitimate  58. 

Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  : — Legitimate  infants  66  ;  Illegitimate  infants  3 


TABLE  IV.— NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  1938. 
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TABLE  V. 

NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 
during  the  years  1933  to  1938. 


Disease 

Years 

Annual 

Average 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1928- 

1932 

1933- 

1937 

1938 

Compulsorily  Notifiable — 

Small-pox 

1.0 

Scarlet  Fever 

181 

176 

211 

181 

80 

256.6 

165.8 

170 

Diphtheria  (incl.  Mem.  Croup)  ... 

203 

150 

86 

55 

56 

134.4 

1100 

234 

Typhoid  Fever  (incl.  Para  Typhoid 
Fever) 

1 

3 

1 

3 

3.2 

1.6 

2 

Puerperal  Fever 

3 

2 

2 

•  •  • 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

5 

7 

3 

7 

6 

9.8 

5.6 

2 

Erysipelas  ... 

40 

36 

42 

37 

25 

30  8 

36.0 

36 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

4 

2 

3 

0.6 

2.0 

1 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

4 

... 

1 

1.6 

1.0 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ... 

4 

3 

4 

6.8 

2.2 

6 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ... 

91 

75 

67 

95 

78 

834 

81.2 

89 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

24 

25 

27 

23 

31 

35.4 

26.0 

27 

Malaria 

Dysentery  ... 

34 

2 

0.2 

7.2 

Acute  Enceph.  Lethargica 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

3.4 

1.4 

1 

Pneumonia  ... 

130 

49 

57 

51 

49 

77.2 

67.2 

42 

Not  Compulsorily  Notifiable — 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

23 

136 

10 

146 

16 

101.6 

66.2 

74 

Chicken-pox  . 

82 

139 

168 

98 

160 

207.0 

129.4 

56 

Measles  and  German  Measles 

11 

661 

129 

288 

259 

557.2 

269.6 

406 

Totals  . 

837 

1467 

807 

990 

768 

1510.2 

972.4 

1147 

67 

TABLE  VI.— Ministry  of  Health  Return  showing  the  immediate  results  of 
treatment  of  definitely  tuberculous  patients  discharged 
from  Residential  Institutions  during  1938 


■2g 

Duration  of  Residential  Treatment  in  the  Institution 

o  aS 

Condition  at 
time  of 
discharge 

-.2  a 
3  Sis 
si  £ 

jj  tf  i) 

u  fl£ 

O 

‘Under  3  months 
but  exceeding 
28  days. 

3-6  months 

6-12  months 

More  than  1 
months 

2 

Totals 

TO 

M.  F.  Ch. 

M.  F.  Ch. 

M.  F.  Ch 

M.  F.  Ch 

M.  F.  Ch 

4J 

O 

H 

PQ 

Quiescent 

2  2  7 

5  2  10 

...  1  2 

.  1 

7  5  20 

32 

H  3 

„  s 

Not  quiescent 

6  ...  2 

1  1  1 

1  . 

...  ...  1 

8  1  4 

13 

CO  C 

Died  in 

u 

Institution 

2  . 

. 

2  . 

. 

4  . 

4 

Quiescent 

«  a 

H  IH 

m  O 

Not  quiescent 

. 

. 

. 

. .  . 

eg  co 

to  p 

Died  in 

u  a 

Institution 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

... 

«  a 

Quiescent 

1  ... 

. 

. 

1  ... 

1 

w  o 

Not  quiescent 

5  . 

6  4  ... 

2  3  ... 

1  ... 

13  8  ... 

21 

CO  CO 
TO  P 

Died  in 

O  a 

Institution 

4  2  ... 

2  1  ... 

1  . 

2  . 

9  3  ... 

12 

«■” 

Quiescent 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

... 

H  u 

CO  O 

Not  quiescent 

. 

1  . 

1  . 

. 

2  . 

2 

CO 

TO  p 

•-H  ,-P 

Died  in 

a  a 

Institution 

. 

. 

1  . 

. 

1  . 

1 

TOTALS 

pulmonary 

19  4  9 

15  9  11 

8  4  2 

2  1  2 

44  18  24 

86 

T3 

Quiescent 

...  ...  ... 

1  ... 

1  ... 

1 

lones  an 
Joints 

Not  quiescent 

Died  in 

2  ... 

1  ... 

...  3  ... 

3 

rM 

Institution 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

... 

Quiescent 

. 

. 

.  3 

.  3 

3 

6 

Not  quiescent 

.  1 

. 

. 

.  1 

.  2 

2 

Died  in 

<3 

Institution 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

... 

Quiescent 

...  ...  ... 

. 

5  p? 

Not  quiescent 

1  ... 

. 

1  ... 

1 

o  6 

Died  in 

Institution 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

... 

13 

1-1  (O 

Quiescent 

....  1  2 

.  1 

.  1 

. 

1  4 

5 

;>  x) 

”9  « 

Not  quiescent 

•  •  • 

•  •  . 

fe  O 

Died  in 

Institution 

. 

. 

. 

. 

... 

TOTALS 

non-pulmonary 

...  2  3 

.  1 

...  3  4 

1  1 

...  6  9 

15 

included  in  this  table. 


68 


TABLE  VII. — Ministry  of  Health  Return  showing  the  work  of  the 
Dispensary  during  the  year  1938. 


Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

Total 

Gran 

Tota 

Diagnosis 

Adults 

Children 

Adults 

Children 

Adults 

Chil< 

iren 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

A. — New  Cases  examined  during 
the  year  (excluding  contacts): 
(a)  Definitely  tuberculous 

49 

15 

10 

9 

3 

6 

8 

5 

52 

21 

18 

14 

(b)  Diagnosis  not  completed... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

1 

— 

204 

(c)  Non-tuberculous  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

34 

29 

20 

12 

B. — Contacts  examined  during 
the  year : — 

(a)  Definitely  tuberculous 

1 

7 

1 

1 

1 

8 

1 

(b)  Diagnosis  not  completed  ... 

1 

— 

1 

133 

(c)  Non-tuberculous  ... 

18 

33 

34 

36 

C. — Cases  written-off  the  Dispen¬ 
sary  Register  as  : — 

(a)  Recovered  ... 

4 

2 

4 

4 

3 

2 

4 

8 

5 

6 

4 

(b)  Non-tuberculous  (including 
any  such  cases  previously 
diagnosed  and  entered  on 
the  Dispensary  Register 
as  tuberculous)  ... 

56 

65 

55 

48 

247 

D. — Number  of  Cases  on  Dispen¬ 
sary  Register  on  December 
31st : — 

(a)  Definitely  tuberculous 

129 

88 

49 

41 

30 

47 

28 

24 

129 

135 

77 

65 

J442 

(b)  Diagnosis  not  completed  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1.  Number  of  cases  on  Dispensary 
Register  on  January  1st 


2. 


Number  of  cases  transferred  from 
other  areas  and  cases  returned 
after  discharge  under  Head  3 
in  previous  years 


3.  Number  of  cases  transferred  to 
other  areas,  cases  not  desiring 
further  assistance  under  the 
"  scheme,’’  and  cases  "  lost 
sight  of ’’ 


4.  Cases  written-off  during  the  year 
as  dead  (all  causes)  ... 


5.  Number  of  attendances  at  the 
Dispensary  (including  Con 
tacts)  . . 


6.  Number  of  Insured  Persons 
under  Domiciliary  Treat¬ 
ment  on  the  31st  December 


7.  Number  of  consultations  with 
medical  practitioners  : — 

(а)  Personal 

(б)  Other  . 


402 


16 


40 


2287 


28 


44 

854 


8.  Number  of  visits  by  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Officer  to  Homes 
(including  personal  consulta¬ 
tions)  ... 


9. 


Number  of  visits  by  Nurses  or 
Health  Visitors  to  Homes  for 
Dispensary  purposes. . 


10.  Number  of 

(a)  Specimens  of  sputum,  &c.. 
examined 

X-ray  examinations  made 
in  connection  with  Dis¬ 
pensary  work 


( b ) 


59 


2332 


.25 

146 


II. 


Number  of  ’’  Recovered  "  cases 
restored  to  Dispensary  Regis¬ 
ter.  and  included  in  A  (a)  and 
A  ( b )  above  and  B  (a) 


12 


Number  of  ”  T.B.  plus  ”  cases 
on  Dispensary  Register  on 
December  31st 


102 


69 


TABLE  VIII. 
VENEREAL  DISEASES. 


Extract  from  the  Annual  Returns  showing  the  number  of  persons  dealt 
with  at  the  Treatment  Centre  during  each  of  the  five  years  1934—1938. 


YEAR 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

(1)  No.  of  persons  who  were  under  treat¬ 
ment,  or  observation,  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  year 

363 

439 

407 

320 

318 

(2)  No.  of  persons  who  ceased  to  attend 
in  previous  years  and  who  returned 
to  the  Centre  suffering  from  the  same 
infection 

2 

2 

6 

4 

(3)  No.  dealt  with  during  the  year  for 
the  first  time  (new  cases) 

462 

356 

310 

341 

322 

(4)  No.  of  persons  who  ceased  to  attend 
the  out-patient  clinic- — 

(a)  Before  completion  of  treatment 

68 

60 

65 

57 

33 

(b)  After  completion  of  treatment, 
but  before  final  tests  as  to  cure 

28 

32 

24 

32 

23 

(5)  No.  of  persons  transferred  to  other 
treatment  centres  for  further  treat¬ 
ment 

18 

22 

30 

26 

18 

(6)  No.  of  persons  discharged — 

(a)  After  completion  of  treatment 
and  observation . . 

156 

186 

185 

144 

166 

(b)  As  not  suffering  from  any 
Venereal  Disease 

116 

90 

95 

97 

128 

(7)  No.  of  persons  under  treatment,  or 
observation,  at  the  end  of  the  year  . . 

439 

407 

320 

318 

287 

70 


TABLE  IX. 


Ministry  of  Health  Return. 


INSTITUTIONAL  TREATMENT  OF  THE  SICK. 


BIRCH  HILL  HOSPITAL. 


1.  County  or  County  Borough  Council  of  ... 

ROCHDALE. 

2.  Name  and  situation  of  Institution 

Birch  Hill  Hospital,  Rochdale 

3.  Define  the  area  and  give  the  population  served 
by  the  Institution 

Area — 32,528  acres. 

Estimated  Population — Mid.  1937 

Rochdale  Borough  and 

Four  adjacent  County 

Districts  ...  ...123,152 

4.  State  whether  Institution  is  : 

(a)  an  Institution  maintained  under 
or  (b)  a  Hospital  J  the  Poor  Law  Acts 

or  (c)  a  General  Hnspital  maintained  under  the 
Local  Government  Acts  or  the  Public 
Health  Acts 

A  General  Hospital  maintained  under 
the  Public  Health  Acts. 

5.  Staffing  :  Medical  Superintendent 

Principal  Medical  Officer 

John  Innes,  M.D.,  D.P.H.  (Non-resident) 
Harry  N.  Crossley,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

D.P.H.  (Viet  ).  (Resident.) 

No.  of  other  resident  medical  staff  ... 

Three. 

No.  of  visiting  staff  ... 

Five. 

Specialised  services  supplied... 

Surgery.  Ophthalmic  ;  Obstetric  ; 

X-Ray  ;  Dental,  Massage,  etc.,  as 
required. 

No.of  (a)  Trained  Nurses  . 

(b)  Probationer  Nurses 

(c)  Assistant  Nurses  ... 

(d)  Male  Attendants  ... 

50  (including  18  Pupil  Midwives). 

52 

11 

3 

6.  State  total  number  of  beds  provided  in  the 
Institution  for  sick,  maternity  and 
mental  cases  at  31st  December,  1937 — 

(a)  for  men 

(b)  for  women  ... 

(c)  for  children  (under  16  years) 

211  T excluding  mental  cases,  which  are 

1 94  -<  accommodated  at  the  Poor-Law 
Institution. 

70  (excluding  cots  in  maternity  wards. 

Total 

475 

TABLE  X. 


Ministry  of  Health  Return. 


BIRCH  HILL  HOSPITAL. 

Classification  of  Accommodation  for  Sick  and  Maternity  Cases  and  Number 
of  Beds  Occupied  on  31st  December,  1938. 


BEDS 

Classification 

Number 

of 

of 

Children 

Wards* 

Wards 

Men 

Women 

under  16 years 

Total 

of  age 

Pro- 

Occu- 

Pro- 

Occu- 

Pro- 

Occu- 

Pro- 

Occu- 

(1) 

(2) 

vided 

pied 

vided 

pied 

vided 

pied 

vided 

pied 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

(10) 

1.  Medical  ... 

4 

48 

44 

30 

30 

78 

74 

2.  Surgical  ... 

3.  Chronic  Sick — f 

2 

40 

28 

44 

36 

... 

84 

64 

Male 

2  \ 

117 

80 

Female 

1  block/ 

56 

56 

173 

136 

4.  Children  ... 

5.  Venereal  ... 

6 

... 

70 

54 

70 

54 

6.  Tuberculosis 

7.  Isolation — J 

3 

6 

”6 

6 

6 

... 

12 

12 

8.  Maternity 

/I  block  &\ 

1 1  ward  f 

.  .  . 

58 

48 

58 

48 

9.  Mental — 

(a)  Lunacy  Act, 

*■ 

1890... 

I.  Short  Stay 
II.  Long  Stay 

(b)  Mental  Treat- 

»  Poor  L 

aw  Ins 

titutio 

ment  Act, 

1930 . 

n. 

I.  Voluntary 

II.  Temporary 

10.  Mental  detectives 

11.  Other 

... 

... 

... 

.  .  . 

.  .  • 

19  plus 

1  block 

211 

158 

194 

176 

70 

54 

475 

388 

*  Cots  in  adult  wards  are  entered  in  Col.  7  ;  children  in  adult  wards  (whether  in  beds 

or  cots)  in  Col.  8.  Cots  and  infants  in  maternity  wards  are  excluded. 

t  Patients  needing  hospital  treatment  because  they  are  suffering  from  some  chronic 
disease  ;  also  aged  infirm  persons  whose  medical  and  nursing  needs 
approximate  to  those  of  the  chronic  patients. 

*  Reserved  specifically  for  the  isolation  and  treatment  of  infectious  diseases  (excluding 

Puerperal  sepsis). 
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TABLE  XI. 

Ministry  of  Health  Return. 

BIRCH  HILL  HOSPITAL. 


Classification  of  In-Patients  discharged  from  or  who  died  in  the  Hospital  during  the 
year  ending  31st  December,  1938  : — 


Disease  Groups 

Children 
(under  16  years 
of  age) 

Men  and 
Women 

Dis- 

Dis- 

charged 

Died 

charged 

Died 

A. 

Acute  infectious  disease  (1) 

15 

25 

9 

B. 

Influenza  (2)  ... 

1 

25 

2 

C. 

Tuberculosis — 

Pulmonary 

1 

15 

5 

Non-Pulmonary  ... 

3 

O 

9 

D. 

Malignant  disease 

47 

7<i 

E. 

Rheumatism— 

(1)  Acute  rheumatism  (rheumatic  fever)  to- 

gether  with  sub-acute  rheumatism  and 

chorea 

24 

12 

(2)  Non-articular  manifestations  of  so-called 

"  rheumatism  "  (muscular  rheumatism 

fibrositis,  lumbago  and  sciatica) 

1 

39 

(3)  Chronic  arthritis  . 

17 

2 

F. 

Venereal  disease 

1 

4 

G. 

Puerperal  pyrexia — 

(a)  Women  confined  in  hospital 

5 

(b)  Other  Cases  . 

1 

H. 

Other  diseases  and  accidents  connected  with 

pregnancy  and  childbirth 

... 

8 

6 

I. 

Mental  diseases — 

(a)  Senile  dementia 

4 

(b)  Other  ... 

;  4 

J- 

Senile  decay  (3) 

... 

16 

2 

K. 

Accidental  injury  or  violence  (4) 

14 

... 

63 

7 

In  respect  of  cases  not  included  above  : 

L. 

Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System  and  Sense  Organ 

45 

4 

147 

23 

M. 

,,  ,,  Respiratory  System 

59 

17 

179 

70 

N. 

,,  ,,  Circulatory  System 

15 

8 

198 

189 

O. 

„  ,,  Digestive  System  ... 

139 

8 

319 

28 

P. 

,,  Genito- urinary  System  ... 

37 

... 

239 

27 

Q 

,,  ,,  Skin 

95 

149 

R. 

Other  diseases 

19 

24 

4 

S. 

Mothers  and  infants  discharged  from  Maternity 

Wards  and  not  included  in  above  figures — 

Mothers 

834 

Infants 

778 

T. 

Any  persons  not  falling  under  any  of  the  above 

headings 

14 

... 

... 

... 

Totals 

1261 

63 

2440 

441 

il)  Including  with  the  exception  of  Acute  Primary’ Influenzal  Pneumonia,  Tuberculosis, 
Puerperal  Pyrexia  and  Puerperal  Fever — all  generally'  notifiable  diseases,  together  with 
Measles,  German  Measles,  Chicken-pox,  Whooping  Cough  and  Mumps.  Cases  of 
Influenzal  Pneumonia.  Tuberculosis,  Puerperal  Pyrexia,  and  Puerperal  Fever  and 
Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  are  recorded  respectively  among  groups  B,  C,  G,  and  H. 
Cases  of  Encephalitis  Lcthargica  are  entered  under  Group  A  if  acute,  and  under 
Group  M  if  chronic. 

(2)  Including  Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia. 

(3)  Confined  to  cases  and  deaths  in  which  no  more  specific  diagnosis  was  practicable. 

(4)  Including  suicides,  attempted  suicides,  and  poisoning  cases. 
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TABLE  XII. 

Summary  of  Pathological  and  other  Examinations,  1938. 


Medical 

Practi¬ 

tioners 

Marland 

Hospita 

T.B. 
Dispen¬ 
sary  and 
l  Other 
Clinics 

Spring- 

field 

Sana¬ 

torium 

Educa¬ 

tion 

Com¬ 

mittee 

Birch 

Hill 

Hospital 

Total 

Diphtheria  Test 

Sputum,  T.B.  ... 

Urine,  General  examination  .. 

„  T.B . 

„  ?  G.C . 

,,  Acid  bodies 

,,  Urea  %  . 

„  Sugar  %  . 

,,  Complete  examination 

Blood,  Complete  Counts 
,,  Cultures 

„  Sugar  %  . 

,,  Urea  % 

,,  Transfusions  (Compati¬ 

bility  test) 

,,  Widals  ... 

Pieces,  Complete  examination 

?  T.B.  . 

,,  ?  Typhoid  Fever 

,,  ?  Dysentery  ... 

,,  ?  Occult  Blood 

Smears,  ?  G.C. 

Pus,  Complete  examination  ... 
Swabs,  Complete  examination 
Cerebro-spinal  Fluid  ... 

,,  ,,  Urea  Estimation 

Test  Meal  Frictions  ... 
Vaccines 

Sections 

Fluids  ...  ... 

Urine,  ?  Typhoid 

Swabs,  ?  G.C.  ... 

Blood,  Van-den-Bergh 

Sputum,  ?  Asbestos  bodies  ... 

Pus,  ?  T.B . 

Blood.  Chi  Est . 

Sputum,  Complete  exam. 
Throat  Swabs  ?  Organisms  . . . 
Urine  ?  Lead  ... 

Tape  Worm 

Fouchet  Reaction 

Anaerobic  Cultures 

Ringworm 

Inoculation  G.  Pigs,  Pleural 

Fluid  ?  T.B . 

Throat  Swab  ?  Virulence 

Fragility  . 

Spleen  ?  Anthrax  . 

Blood.  Coagulation  time 
Langes  Gold  Curve 

Pneumo  Type 

762 

148 

io 

2 

3 

13 

2 

15 

12 

3 

2 

1 

19 

2 

2 

2 

1 

3091 

3 

1 

4 

1 

7 

33 

8 

1 

10 

12 

30 

1 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

187 

202 

5 

1 

2 

1 

1 

184 

87 

67 

1 

79 

74 

87 

152 

280 

12 

94 

86 

19 

15 

20 

3 

10 

1 

25 

82 

38 

1 

216 

4 

128 

13 

2 

"io 

5 

3 

2 

14 

2 

'”5 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4239 

455 

72 

11 

2 

80 

74 

90 

155 

284 

16 

95 

86 

19 

32 

22 

2 

25 

io 

13 

26 

115 

49 

1 

216 

4 

128 

15 

4 

19 

10 

1 

7 

3 

4 

26 

2 

1 

5 

2 

2 

1 

12 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

TOTALS,  year  1938 

999 

3171 

41 

187 

212 

1830 

6440 

Corresponding  figures, 
year  1937  ... 

584 

1521 

30 

184 

36 

1340 

3695 
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TABLE  XIII. 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

1 — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 
(Home  Office  Return.) 


Number  of 

Premises 

(i) 

Inspections 

(2) 

Written  Notices 

(3) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(4) 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  ... 

217 

40 

_ 

Factories  without  mechanical  power 
♦Other  Premises  under  the  Act  (in¬ 
cluding  works  of  building  and  engin¬ 
eering  construction  but  not  including 

251 

19 

_ 

outworkers’  premises  . 

— 

— 

— 

•  Electrical  Station  should  TOTAL 
be  reckoned  as  factories 

468 

59 

— 

2 — Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Particulars 

(i) 

Number  of  Defects 

No.  of 
defects  in 
respect  of 
which 
Prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 

(5) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

• 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.  1) . 

37 

37 

Overcrowding  (S.  2) .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.  3) . 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.  4)  . 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.  6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.  7) — 

——— 

“ 

Insufficient  . 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Unsuitable  or  defective  . 

13 

12 

— 

— 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  . 

[Not  including  offences  relating  to 
Home  Work  or  offences  under  the 
Sections  mentioned  in  the  Schedule 
to  the  Ministry  of  Health  (Factories 
and  Workshops  Transfer  of  Powers) 
Order,  1921,  and  re-enacted  in  the 
Third  Schedule  to  the  Factories 
Act,  1937.] 

11 

10 

Total 

65 

61 

— 

REPORT 

ON  THE 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF 
SCHOOL  CHILDREN. 
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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  ROCHDALE. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Education  Committee. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  the  Thirty-first  Annual  Report  on  the  work  of  the  School 
Medical  Service. 

Staff. 

The  school  Medical  staff  consists  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  is 
Chief  School  Medical  Officer,  a  whole  time  and  a  part  time  Assistant  Medical 
Officer,  two  Dental  Officers,  four  school  Nurses,  two  Dental  Attendants  and 
one  girl  clerk.  There  are  also  a  part-time  Ophthalmologist  and  a  part-time 
Aurist. 

School  Premises. 

(1)  Three  new  nursery  schools  have  been  opened  during  the  year  and  a 

fourth  taken  over  from  the  Voluntary  Nursery  School  Committee. 

(2)  The  new  senior  schools  at  Greenbank  and  Brimrod  were  opened  in 

October. 

(3)  Greenbank  juniors  have  returned  from  Cronkevshaw  school  where 

they  were  temporarily  accommodated  during  building  operations 
at  Greenbank. 

(4)  At  Parish  Church  senior  school  extensive  alterations  were  put  in 

hand  including  a  new  gymnasium  with  showers  and  domestic 
science  and  elementary  science  rooms. 

(5)  The  Sparrow  Hill  Gymnasium  has  been  demolished  and  gymnastic 

apparatus  supplied  to  all  senior  schools. 

(6)  At  Lenny  Barn  playing  fields,  the  basket  ball  pitches  have  been 

extended  and  a  concrete  cricket  pitch  has  been  constructed. 

(7)  Three  schools  have  been  painted  inside  and  six  outside. 

(8)  The  renewal  of  the  latrines  at  Baillie  Street  has  been  put  in  hand. 

(9)  Arrangements  have  been  made  whereby  swimming  instruction  is 

now  continued  throughout  the  winter  months. 

Schools  and  Scholars. 

There  are  31  elementary  schools  (including  two  Central  Schools),  one 
open-air  school,  two  municipal  high  schools,  one  junior  technical  school,  and 
four  nursery  schools. 
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I  he  number  of  children  attending  day-classes  during  the  year  was  as 
follows  : — 

Elementary  Schools — 

Juniors  (under  5  years  of  age)  .  1;151 

Mixed  (over  5  years  of  age) .. .  ...  ...  ...  ...  9,043 

Open  Air  School  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  J20 


10,314 

10,314 

680 

71 

91 


Elementary  Schools  (Total) 
High  Schools  ... 

Day  Commercial 
Junior  Technical 


11,156 


ROUTINE  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

Elementary  Schools. 

The  twenty-nine  elementary  schools  have  each  been  inspected  once  and  the 
usual  three  groups  of  children  examined,  i.e. ,  routine,  special  and  re-examinations. 


Central  Schools. 

The  Boys  and  Girls’  Central  Schools  have  each  been  inspected  once  and 
all  twelve-year-old  children  examined  together  with  special  examinations  and 
re-examinations. 

Junior  Technical  School. 

This  school  has  been  inspected  for  the  first  time  during  1938,  and  the  boys 
were  examined  who  had  missed  their  twelve-year-old  examination  at  their 
elementary  school  and  also  all  who  were  expected  to  leave  the  school  within 
the  following  twelve  months.  These  latter  children  were  either  fourteen  or 
fifteen  years  old. 

Secondary  Schools. 

The  Boys’  and  Girls’  High  Schools  have  each  been  inspected  once,  and 
the  boys  and  girls  examined  whose  twelfth  birthday  had  occurred  since  the 
previous  inspection.  In  addition  the  “  leavers  ”  were  examined  and  a  group 
between  these  whose  age  was  about  fourteen. 

The  Open-Air  School. 

One  session  per  week  at  least  has  been  spent  at  this  school  by  the  Assistant 
School  Medical  Officer  and  a  nurse. 
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Total  Inspections  during  the  year  by  the  Medical  Officer. 

The  number  of  inspections  made  is  shown  below  in  comparison  with  the 
figures  for  1937. 


1937 

19:18 

Routine  Inspections 

at  Elementarv  Schools 

3,206 

3,116 

at  Secondary  and  Technical  Schools 

286 

305 

Special  Inspections 

386 

443 

Re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 

1 ,084 

1,074 

Inspections  at  Open-Air  School 

2,612 

2,593 

Special  Inspections  at  Clinic . 

2,084 

2,492 

Re-inspections  at  Clinic 

5,062 

5,294 

14,720 

...  15,317 

Cases  seen  by  Ophthalmologist 

574 

534 

There  is  again  an  increase  in  the  number  of  inspections  made 

at  the  Clinics 

held  in  the  Public  Health  Office. 

FINDINGS  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

There  is  no  doubt  at  all  that  during  recent  years  the  general  condition  of 
the  entrants  to  our  public  elementary  schools  has  enormously  improved.  There 
arc  obvious  reasons  why  this  should  be  so,  such  as  better  housing,  and  a  wider 
public  knowledge  of  infant  nurture,  which  last  is  due  largely  to  the  work  and 
influence  of  the  infant  welfare  departments.  This  improvement  in  the  physique 
of  the  entrants  brings  into  greater  prominence  a  matter  which  for  some  con¬ 
siderable  time  had  been  a  matter  of  concern  to  the  School  Medical  Officer — 
that  the  eight  year  old  child  is  relatively  in  a  poor  state  of  health  and  exhibits 
more  individual  defects,  than  does  the  entrant  or  the  leaver.  I  here  is  appar¬ 
ently  about  twice  as  much  malnutrition  at  eight  as  there  is  at  live,  or  at  12, 
and  most  defects  are  in  general  more  frequent,  and  therefore  childien  attending 
the  Open-Air  School  tend  to  be  recruited  more  and  more  from  among  the  seven, 
eight,  or  nine-year-old  children.  The  preponderance  of  these  age  groups  in  the 
Open-Air  School  causes  administrative  difficulties. 

The  zymotic  diseases  and  the  many  indefinite  febrile  attacks  of  early 
childhood  account  for  much  of  the  eight-year-old  s  debility,  and  the  catarrhs 
which  afflict  the  upper  respiratory  tract  with  such  frequency  and  severity  in 
this  district  cause  much  of  the  remainder.  The  oft-recurring  maternal  complaint 
"  he’s  done  nothing  but  ail  ever  since  he  started  school,  though  he  was  never  a 
bit  of  trouble  before  ”  falls  unwelcome  on  the  ears  of  the  Medical  Officer  who 
has  watched  the  sturdy  five-vear-old  become  at  eight  wan  and  listless,  with 
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soft  muscles,  drooping  posture,  anorexia  and  insomnia.  When  this  happens  to 
the  children  of  intelligent  and  healthy  parents  who  are  not  on  the  poverty  line, 
and  who  are  willing  and  able  to  do  everything  suggested  for  the  child’s  good, 
it  is  difficult  to  avoid  the  conclusion  that  something  in  the  school  life  itself  may 
be  at  fault  buildings,  size  of  classes,  administrative  system,  or  what  not.  As 
our  older  schools  gradually  disappear  and  new  ones,  approximating  more  closely 
to  the  open-air  type,  replace  them,  perhaps  this  decline  of  health  will  not  occur 
to  such  an  extent.  At  present  however,  all  our  new  schools  are  either  nursery 
schools  or  for  senior  and  secondary  children,  so  that  “  infants  ”  remain  in  the 
older  buildings. 


Fortunately  at  the  inspection  of  “  leavers  ”  it  is  found  that  many  of  the 
eight-year-old’s  defects  have  been  remedied.  The  leaver’s  general  health  is 
usually  good,  any  defects  being  of  a  rather  different  type  from  those  of  the 
second  age  group.  Postural  defects  are  found,  also  foot  trouble  due  to  ill-fitting 
shoes,  eyestrain  due  to  an  increasing  amount  of  close  work,  and  the  symptoms 

of  over  strain  which  the  nervous  or  over-energetic  child  is  apt  to  develop  at 
puberty. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  number  of  children  in  our  schools  decrease  year 
by  year,  the  work  of  the  School  Medical  Service  increases  in  scope  and  com¬ 
plexity  to  such  an  extent  that  although  the  personnel  of  the  staff  has  been 
practically  doubled  during  recent  years  each  member  is  just  as  fully  occupied 
as  before,  and  the  total  number  of  inspections  increases  annually. 


Apart  from  dental  caries,  the  chief  morbid  condition  to  be  found  in  children 
is  still  lack  of  sufficient  rest  and  sleep.  No  advice  is  more  frequently  given  by 
the  school  doctor  than  that  of  sending  a  child  to  bed  earlier,  but  this  advice  is 
quite  certainly  more  frequently  disregarded  than  any  other.  Neither  medicine 
nor  prescriptions  are  expected  at  the  school  Clinic  but  the  mother  who  is  most 
unwilling  or  “  unable  ”  to  get  her  offspring  to  bed  at  a  reasonable  hour  is  often 
the  mother  who  buys  tonics  and  patent  medicines  that  she  can  ill  afford. 


Recently  the  headmaster  of  an  average  junior  school  in  Rochdale,  where 
the  age  of  the  pupils  varied  between  8  to  1 1  years,  took  a  careful  record  of 
the  bedtimes  of  his  whole  school.  An  analysis  was  made  of  his  results,  particu¬ 
larly  with  regard  to  the  child’s  position  in  school,  where  there  is  a  continual  A 
and  B  stream  according  to  scholastic  attainment.  The  interesting  fact  emerged 
that  the  average  bedtime  of  the  B  classes  was  very  considerably  later  than  that 
of  the  A  class.  This  was  expected  ;  but  the  difference  was  greater  than  had  been 
thought,  and  the  results  may  be  briefly  summarised  as  follows 


In  bed  by  9  p.m.  or  before 
A  classes  78% 

B  classes  31.2% 


In  bed  after  9  p.m. 
22% 
68.8% 
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Uncleanliness. 

Each  school  was  visited  three  times  during  the  year  for  cleanliness  inspec¬ 
tions,  and  at  these  visits  the  nurses  made  13,849  examinations  and  found  904 
individual  children  not  clean,  or  8.7  per  cent,  of  the  total.  The  average  number 
of  clean  children  was  91.3  per  cent.  These  figures  show  a  slight  improvement 
on  those  of  1937.  Another  large  municipal  housing  estate  (Brotherod)  has  been 
occupied  during  the  year,  mainly  by  people  from  condemned  slum  property  in 
congested  parts  of  the  town,  and  including  some  families  who  have  long  been 
a  source  of  trouble  at  cleanliness  inspections.  All  verminous  children  are 
immediately  excluded  and  a  special  red-printed  certificate  of  unfitness  is  issued, 
so  that  the  Head  Teacher  and  the  Enquiry  Officer  shall  know  the  reason  for 
exclusion  at  a  glance. 

Minor  Ailment  Clinic. 

There  were  10,551  attendances  at  the  Minor  Ailment  clinic,  during  the  year 
including  420  cases  of  impetigo,  392  minor  eye  and  ear  defects,  and  1 ,505  small 
injuries.  The  number  of  individual  children  treated  (new  cases)  was  1,794. 

The  attendances  show  an  increase  of  919,  and  the  individual  children  a 
decrease  of  212,  as  compared  with  last  year.  The  cases  of  impetigo  show  a 
definite  decrease  from  last  year  with  720  cases. 


DEFECTS  OF  THE  EAR,  NOSE  AND  THROAT. 

The  new  clinic  for  ear,  nose  and  throat  conditions  has  now  completed  its 
first,  and  extremely  busy,  working  year.  By  the  end  of  1938  the  long  waiting 
list  had  been  considerably  reduced,  so  that  children  were  being  examined  within 
a  month  of  being  put  on  the  waiting  list,  and  being  operated  on  within  two  or 
three  weeks  of  examination,  where  an  operation  had  been  found  necessary. 
Urgent  cases  are  referred  immediately  to  I)r.  Cammock  for  examination,  six 
children  being  sent  for  each  week,  and  since  early  in  the  year,  a  school  nurse  has 
attended  this  clinic  at  the  Infirmary,  taking  with  her  the  case-notes  both  of  the 
new  cases  and  of  those  due  for  re-examination  after  X-ray  operation  or  other 
treatment.  Since  the  adoption  of  this  course,  the  liaison  between  the  two  depart¬ 
ments  has  been  very  smooth,  and  the  clerical  work  greatly  facilitated,  especially 
the  checking  of  accounts  and  follow-up  work. 

In  addition  to  the  children  referred  for  a  consultant’s  opinion,  straight¬ 
forward  cases  requiring  simple  tonsillectomy  and  adenoidectomy  only  are 
referred  direct  to  the  Aurist  for  operation  and,  including  these,  Dr.  Cammock 
has  performed  during  the  year  212  tonsillectomies,  19  mastoidectomies,  9  sub¬ 
mucous  resections  of  the  nasal  septum,  and  53  other  operations  including 
draining  of  the  various  accessory  sinuses,  paracentesis,  etc. 
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Post-operative  treatment  such  as  syringing  is  carried  out  at  the  school 
clinic  and  has  on  many  mornings  accounted  for  practically  the  whole  of  one 
nurse’s  time,  but  it  is  considered  that  1988  has  been  a  peak  year  for  this  work 
and  that  the  numbers  will  probably  decrease  now  that  the  accumulated  cases 
of  years  have  been  dealt  with. 

The  general  efficiency  of  this  clinic  has  already  built  up  considerable  con¬ 
fidence  on  the  part  of  parents  in  this,  the  latest  of  the  Education  Committee’s 
arrangements  for  improving  the  school  child’s  health,  and  there  is  little  or  no 
difficulty  in  obtaining  parental  consent  either  for  examination  or  for  operative 
measures. 

Tuberculosis. 

There  are  96  notified  cases  of  tuberculosis,  as  compared  with  79  in  1937, 
among  children  of  school  age,  59  being  pulmonary  and  37  non-pulmonary.  This 
increase  on  last  year’s  figures  is  due  mainly  to  the  larger  incidence  of  hilar 
infection.  Of  these  cases  : — 

23  are  at  certified  special  schools  ; 

66  are  attending  ordinary  elementary  schools  ; 

1  is  at  another  institution  ; 

6  are  at  no  school  or  institution. 

The  school  clinics  are  in  close  co-operation  with  the  Tuberculosis  Officer 
and  his  staff,  who  undertake  all  responsibility  for,  and  treatment  of  tuberculous 
children.  Cases  suitable  for  Sanatorium  treatment  are  sent  to  Stannington  or 
to  Eastby,  and  are  frequently  admitted  to  the  Open-Air  School  for  a  time  on  their 
return,  when  certified  arrested  and  non-infectious  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer. 

External  Eye  Disease. 

During  1938,  76  cases  of  blepharitis  and  conjunctivitis  were  treated  at  the 
school  clinic,  as  compared  with  75  last  year. 

Defective  Vision. 

The  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  has  held  40  clinics  during  the  year,  and  has 
examined  514  children,  including  17  pre-school  children  referred  from  the  infant 
welfare  clinics. 

DENTAL  REPORT. 

The  following  Annual  Dental  Report  is  submitted  by  Mr.  A.  C.  Walker, 
L.D.S.,  and  Mr.  H.  P.  Gledsdale,  L.D.S.,  dental  officers. 

During  the  year  39  school  departments  have  been  visited  once,  and  23  of 
these  have  been  visited  twice  for  routine  dental  inspection,  the  total  number 
inspected  being  9,713.  Of  these,  6,551  were  referred  for  treatment,  the  number 
actually  treated  being  4,019  including  “  Specials.”  Fillings  numbered  3,877, 
and  extractions  5,365. 
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lhe  benefits  derived  by  the.  recent  addition  of  one  dental  officer  and  one 
dental  attendant  in  extending  the  scope  of  onr  existing  School  Dental  Service 
cannot  be  doubted.  It  has  made  it  possible  to  extend  routine  dental  treatment 
to  all  Elementary  School  children  from  5  to  14  years,  instead  of,  as  previously 
from  6  to  9  years.  During  the  year  dental  clinics  have  been  established  at  the 
Open-Air  School  itself,  and  at  Norden.  In  the  latter  case  the  Norden  Council 
Offices  were  utilised.  Both  these  premises  provided  excellent  accommodation 
for  the  work,  and  the  resulting  facilities  have  been  appreciated  and  the  clinics 
well  attended.  Additional  dental  clinics  will  be  introduced  during  1989  in  the 
Brimrod/Castleton  area  and  the  Balderstone  area.  The  establishment  of  these 
out-district  clinics  should  remove  the  objections  raised  in  the  past  to  the  escort 
and  travel  of  younger  children  to  the  town  clinic.  This  difficulty,  owing  to 

increasing  road  traffic  dangers,  etc.,  had  become  very  acute  during  the  last  few 
years. 


In  spite  of  all  these  undoubted  advantages  which  this  staff  increase  has 
enabled  us  to  provide,  it  should  not  be  overlooked  that  the  real  problem  of 
providing  constant  and  adequate  treatment  for  all  Elementary  School  children, 
still  remains.  When  one  realizes  that  dental  defects,  to  a  greater  or  lesser  degree’ 
are  met  with  in  more  than  95  per  cent,  of  children,  then  the  enormity  of  this 
problem  can  be  visualized.  In  addition  to  this,  one  factor,  not  generally  realized, 
which  makes  for  slow  progress  in  dental  schemes  is  that  dental  caries  is  constantly 
recurring  year  after  year  in  the  treated  and  untreated  alike.  All  this  goes  to 
show  the  difficulty  of  providing  adequate  treatment  and  the  tremendous  problem 
it  presents  to  the  dental  officers  concerned.  This  problem  is  not  restricted  only 
to  our  own  Education  Authority,  and  many  methods  and  devices  have  to  be 
adopted  by  dental  officers,  to  dispense  under  these  difficulties,  their  services  to 
the  best  advantage. 


Work  of  the  School  Nurses. 

Ihe  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  done  by  the  school  nurses,  in 
addition  to  their  clerical  work  which  increases  every  year: _ 

I  reatments  at  morning  clinics .  10  55  j 

Cleanliness  inspection  .  18  849 

Inspections  with  Medical  Officer — 

at  schools  . 

at  clinic  ...  . 

(  ases  seen  with  Ophthalmic  Surgeon 
Inspections  at  Open-Air  School  ... 

Home  Visits 


4,988 

7,786 

534 

2,598 

478 


40,724 


83 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  following  cases  have  been  notified  among  school  children  during  1938  : 

1938  1937 


Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 

Measles . 

Chicken-pox 
Whooping-cough 
Erysipelas 
German  Measles 
Infantile  Paralysis 


127 

172 

350 

55 

72 

1 

4 

1 


63 

41 

234 

158 

15 

1 

1 

2 


782  ...  519 


Outbreak  of  Diphtheria  at  the  Boys’  Home. 

On  September  7th,  1938,  a  case  of  diphtheria  was  notified  at  the  Waifs  and 
Strays’  Society’s  Home  for  Boys  in  Rochdale.  The  home  was  visited  immedia¬ 
tely  and  swabs  taken  of  the  thirty  other  boys  and  the  four  members  of  the  staff 
in  residence.  The  boys  were  excluded  from  the  two  schools  which  they  attend. 
Fourteen  of  these  swabs  were  positive  for  K.L.B.,  and  during  the  next  eight 
weeks  28  of  these  34  people  were  found  to  have  positive  swabs.  Eventually 
the  four  found  to  be  Schick-positive  were  immunised  with  alum-precipitated 
toxoid  and  there  has  been  no  further  trouble. 

Altogether  24  boys  and  one  woman,  a  member  of  the  domestic  staff,  were 
removed  to  Marland  Isolation  Hospital,  but  only  four  cases,  all  boys,  were 
really  ill  with  clinical  diphtheria,  the  rest  being  carriers.  It  seems  likely  that  an 
unsuspected  carrier  had  been  in  the  Home  for  some  considerable  time  before 
the  first  case  of  clinical  diphtheria  occurred.  One  boy  was  very  seriously  ill, 
but  all  eventually  recovered  completely.  The  Master  and  Matron  of  the  Home 
worked  very  efficiently  and  willingly  in  co-operation  with  the  Public  Health 
Staff  and  the  Honorary  Physician  of  the  Home. 

Several  suggestions  were  made  to  the  Committee  governing  this  Home, 
as  to  how  such  widespread  epidemics  might  be  avoided  in  future.  These  steps 
included  immunisation  against  diphtheria  as  a  condition  of  admission. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Again  individual  letters  have  been  sent  to  the  parents  or  guardians  of  all 
children  in  infant  departments,  and  382  children  had  complete  courses  of  alum- 
precipitated  toxoid.  No  deaths  have  occurred  in  immunised  children  who 
later  developed  diphtheria.  One  course  of  treatment,  entailing  two  separate 
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visits  by  a  doctor  and  a  nurse,  has  been,  as  before,  provided  for  each  infant 
department  in  the  town.  Children  who,  through  sickness  or  other  cause,  miss 
either  injection  are  sent  for  to  attend  the  Central  Clinic.  This  arrangement  is 
ample  to  deal  with  all  the  children  in  the  schools,  yet  the  response  continues 
to  be  extremely  disappointing.  Diphtheria  has  been  more  prevalent  in  the  town 
during  the  last  year  ;  there  have  been  deaths  amongst  non-immunised  children, 
and  a  large  number  of  very  severe  cases. 

None  of  these  factors  are  evidently  sufficient  to  counteract  public  apathy 
towards  the  protection  offered  by  diphtheria  immunisation. 

The  Health  Committee  have  decided  to  intensify  propaganda  in  this 
direction  during  next  year. 


The  Day  Open-Air  School. 

During  1938,  106  children  have  been  discharged  from  the  Open-Air  Schools, 
all  very  much  improved  in  health.  They  had  been  admitted  for  the  following 

defects  : — 

Boys  Girls 


Malnutrition 

Pre  and  post-tuberculosis 

Heart  disease  . 

Nervous  conditions 
Non-tubercular  affections  of  the  chest 

Orthopaedic  defects  . 

Anaemia  and  debility  ...  . 


20 

6 

4 

6 


12 

4 

2 

2 


3 


3 


10 


5 


13 


16 


62  ...  44 


It  is  impossible  to  admit  to  Brown  Hill  all  the  children  who  would  benefit 
from  admission,  and  cases  have  to  be  carefully  selected  by  the  School  Medical 
Officer.  Large  numbers  of  parents  apply  for  their  children’s  admission,  par¬ 
ticularly  those  whose  elder  children  have  attended  the  school,  and  the  task  of 
weeding  out  is  sometimes  difficult.  Children  can  be  admitted  from  the  age  of 
seven,  but  the  seven,  eight  and  nine  year  olds  do  not  benefit  nearly  as  much, 
generally  speaking,  as  the  older  children,  especially  when  the  home  is  not  near 
the  school. 

The  attendance  at  this  school  is  surprisingly  good,  better  than  that  at  any 
elementary  school  even  in  bad  weather,  partly  due  to  the  fact  that  the  journey 
is  only  made  once  a  day,  and  that  the  school  bus  makes  easy  the  uphill  part  of 
the  journey,  i.c.,  that  from  the  town  centre  to  the  school. 
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Lately  we  have  been  particularly  successful  in  the  treatment  of  certain 
cases  of  malnutrition  clue  to  lack  of  interest  in  food,  and  lack  of  appetite,  aggra¬ 
vated  sometimes  by  unintelligent  catering,  and  bad  cooking  on  the  part  of  the 
mother.  The  good  plain  food  attractively  served,  and  the  example  set  by  119 
other  hungry  children,  often  develop  a  healthy  appetite  in  the  120th  child  who 
formerly  “  wouldn’t  eat,”  "  picked  at  his  food,”  or  “  didn’t  eat  enough  to  keep 
a  sparrow  alive.” 

Of  recent  years  we  have  had  a  fair  number  of  requests  from  parents  that 
their  delicate  fourteen-year-old  children  should  stay  on  at  the  school  instead  of 
leaving  to  find  work,  or  at  least  stay  until  suitable  work,  of  a  light  nature  and 
in  healthy  surroundings,  should  present  itself.  This  request  has  been  acceded 
to  where  possible,  and  where  the  child’s  constitutional  weakness  warrants  it, 
and  there  is  usually  very  marked  improvement  during  the  extra  months.  The 
raising  of  the  school  age  is  expected  to  increase  our  waiting  list  considerably, 
and  if  the  school  remains  the  same  size,  either  the  age  of  entry  must  be  raised 
or  some  cases  really  requiring  admission  will  have  to  be  refused. 

NURSERY  SCHOOLS. 

During  the  year  ending  December,  1938,  one  Nursery  School,  namely,  that 
at  South  Street,  was  in  full  occupation,  while  three  other  schools,  each  of  80 
places,  were  opened  and  are  gradually  being  filled  up. 

At  these  schools  302  children  were  medically  examined.  All  children  with 
medical  defects  were  noted.  Those  requiring  special  treatment  were  referred 
to  specialist  departments,  while  other  groups  were  noted  for  observation  and 
periodical  re-examination. 

The  report  on  the  nutrition  of  the  children  is  interesting.  60  children,  or 
20  per  cent,  were  classed  as  of  excellent  nutrition,  167  or  55  per  cent,  as  of  normal 
nutrition,  and  75  or  25  per  cent,  as  of  slightly  subnormal  nutrition.  No  children 
were  found  to  fall  in  the  “  D  ”  or  Bad  Nutrition  group.  In  a  number  of  cases 
where  nutrition  was  defective  and  the  home  conditions  unsatisfactorv,  addi¬ 
tional  milk  or  cod-liver  oil  was  provided. 

Since  all  the  schools  have  not  been  established  for  a  full  twelve  months, 
comparisons,  based  on  the  total  number  of  children  examined,  cannot  be  given. 
The  South  Street  School  records,  however,  show  that  of  41  children  in  attendance 
for  over  six  months,  only  one  child  failed  to  gain  weight.  The  gain  in  weight  was 
progressive  as  shown  by  the  following  figures  : — 

Average  gain  in  6  months  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2\  lbs. 

,,  „  8  . 4  lbs. 

„  „  10  „  . 44  lbs. 
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By  far  the  most  common  abnormality  found  was  slight  enlargement  of 
tonsils  and  adenoids  in  50  per  cent,  of  the  children,  while  only  7  per  cent, 
showed  marked  abnormality  in  this  respect. 

Special  emphasis  is  laid  upon  the  general  cleanliness  of  the  children,  and 
although  41  children,  or  roughly  14  per  cent,  were  found  at  one  time  or  other 
to  have  nits,  the  heads  were  not  badly  affected.  Although  31  children  are  classed 
as  suffering  from  Rickets,  the  majority  of  the  cases  could  be  styled  mild  or 
healed. 


The  weekly  diet  sheets  were  examined  and  found  to  be  satisfactory.  The 
children  receive  sensible,  appetising  meals,  designed  to  make  good  deficiencies 
in  the  home  dietary  and,  on  the  whole,  definite  gain  in  weight  is  manifested. 


The  parents  are  co-operating  well  with  the  teachers,  and  take  a  real  interest 
in  the  progress  of  their  children  and  in  their  general  health.  Both  through  the 
Father’s  and  Mother’s  Clubs  and  through  the  good  habits  learned  by  the  children 
at  school  and  carried  back  to  the  home,  these  schools  are  playing  a  useful  part 
in  the  teaching  of  Infant  Welfare  and  hygienic  living. 

The  rest  periods,  happy  play  hours  and  co-operative  games  are  having  a 
marked  effect  on  the  mental  outlook  and  behaviour  of  the  children.  Very  soon 
the  children,  practically  without  exception,  are  found  to  adapt  themselves  to 
their  new  community,  to  become  less  troublesome  and  more  contented. 

Successful  use  has  been  made  of  the  close  association  with  parents  to 
promote  immunisation  against  diphtheria  amongst  the  children.  At  South 
Street  School  24  children  were  fully  immunised  this  year. 

Speech  Training  Class. 

A  class  for  the  treatment  of  speech  defects  was  held  continuously  from 
August,  1931,  until  the  summer  of  1936,  when  Miss  Hartley,  the  teacher,  retired, 
since  when  there  has  been  no  class  held.  A  register  has  been  kept  up  since  that 
day,  and  it  is  thought  that  the  number  of  new  cases  will  have  increased  suffi¬ 
ciently  to  warrant  the  formation  of  a  new  class  during  1939. 

The  Classes  for  Retarded  Children. 

The  classes  for  retarded  children  at  Heybrook  and  St.  Peter’s  schools 
have  each  completed  a  successful  year’s  work,  and  these  classes  are  very  much 
appreciated  by  all  who  are  associated  with  these  schools.  It  was  intended  to 
establish  a  similar  class  in  the  Meanwood  or  Oakenrod  district  during  the  year, 
but  unfortunately  no  suitable  teacher  was  available  and  we  have  still  only  two 
classes  for  the  whole  of  the  town.  Each  of  these  accommodates  twenty  children. 
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Educable  Mental  Defectives. 

The  problem  of  the  educable  mental  defective  is  still  largely  an  unsolved 
one  in  Rochdale.  We  have  only  six  at  certified  schools,  and  five  at  other  insti¬ 
tutions.  The  Royal  Albert  Institution,  Lancaster,  which  is  not  a  recognised 
special  school,  admits  as  many  of  our  cases  as  it  is  able.  The  children  are  paid 
for  entirely  by  voluntary  subscribers,  apart  from  such  small  sums  as  the  parents 
can  contribute,  and  we  are  extremely  grateful  to  those  connected  with  this 
admirable  Institution  for  their  generous  consideration  of  our  cases. 

Except  for  this  small  number  for  whom  we  can  find  places  in  residential 
homes,  and  whose  parents  are  willing  for  them  to  go,  our  feeble-minded  children 
are  either  attending  elementary  schools  (a  fortunate  few  in  special  classes),  or 
are  at  home  receiving  no  education. 

Ineducable  Mental  Defectives. 

Three  girls  and  one  boy  have  been  notified  to  the  Mental  Deficiency  Com¬ 
mittee  during  1938  ;  in  addition  one  boy  was  “  voluntarily  notified  ”  after 
leaving  his  elementary  school  as  he  had  not  been  attending  a  special  class  or 
school. 


PROVISION  OF  MEALS. 

There  has  again  been  little  alteration  in  the  arrangements  for  the  provision 
of  meals.  During  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1938,  233,573  dinners  were 
sent  out  from  the  central  kitchens.  Of  these,  216,099  were  supplied  free  to  an 
average  of  869  children  daily,  a  considerable  increase  on  the  figures  for  1937, 
when  the  average  number  receiving  free  dinners  was  793  per  day. 

In  addition  17,474  dinners  were  supplied  for  payment,  the  daily  average  of 
these  being  126.  Children  who  pay  for  their  dinners  do  not  generally  attend 
on  Saturdays  ;  they  usually  live  a  long  way  from  school,  having  removed  to  a 
municipal  housing  estate. 

Provision  of  Milk  in  Schools. 

The  number  of  bottles  of  milk  provided  free  during  1938  was  201,309,  and 
the  average  number  of  children  receiving  a  free  bottle  each  day  was  1,045. 
The  average  number  paying  for  a  bottle  of  milk  each  day  was  5,817. 

THE  ORTHOPAEDIC  CLINIC. 

During  1938,  138  new  cases  of  orthopaedic  defect  were  referred  to  Dr. 
Bateman  at  the  Crippled  Children’s  Union  Clinic  in  Smith  Street  ;  two  more 
were  sent  for  but  the  parents  refused  to  allow  their  attendance. 
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We  have  now  no  waiting  list  for  this  Clinic  and  are  able  to  send  each  Monday 
the  cases  which  have  been  met  with  during  the  previous  week.  It  will  be  noted 
in  the  following  list  that  postural  defects  such  as  kyphosis,  scoliosis,  and  Hatfoot 
again  constitute  the  majority  of  our  cases,  together  with  deformities  of  the 
toes  which  are  fairly  common  in  children,  distressingly  so  when  it  is  considered 
that  practically  every  case  is  caused  by  ill-fitting  footwear  and  could  therefore 
be  avoided. 


The  cases  sent  to  Dr.  Bateman  may  be  classified  as  follows 
Kyphosis 

Scoliosis . 

Lordosis . 

Flatfoot  ... 

Other  postural  defects 
Other  foot  troubles 
Injuries  ... 

Torticollis 
Rickets  ... 

Poliomyelitis 
Epiphysitis 
Cerebellar  Tumour 
Plantar  Warts  ... 


Varicose  Veins  ... 
Miscellaneous 


21 

13 

2 

27 

6 

34 

8 

2 

9 

1 

4 

1 

8 

1 

3 


Refusals  ... 


138 

2 


140 


It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  list  that  the  type  of  defect  referred  to  the 
orthopaedic  clinic  has  changed  somewhat  during  the  past  few  years.  Formerly 
knock-knee  and  bow-leg  would  in  this  neighbourhood  have  been  the  chief 
defects  needing  treatment.  These  have  practically  vanished  with  the  coming 
of  the  well-nourished  entrants  to  our  schools  referred  to  earlier  in  this  report. 
The  large  majority  of  the  children  now  sent  to  the  clinic  require  out-patient 
treatment  only,  i.e. .  exercises,  massage,  etc.,  while  the  bow-leg  and  knock-knee 
cases  usually  required  in-patient  treatment  at  the  Memorial  Home. 

New  Scheme  for  Treatment  of  Debility. 

An  ever-recurring  problem  to  the  School  Medical  Officer  is  that  of  the 
really  delicate  child,  the  case  in  which  no  infection  or  pathological  condition 
can  be  found,  and  which  may  show  very  little  in  (he  way  of  signs  or  even  symp¬ 
toms  of  ill-health,  but  who  is  nevertheless  so  far  from  being  in  good  health  that 
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he  is  unable  to  attend  school  regularly,  and  incapable  of  joining  in  games  with 
other  children.  It  does  seem  in  these  cases  that  “  debility  ”  is  a  definite 
clinical  entity,  not  to  be  confused  with  that  temporary  weakness  after  illness, 
injur}',  shock,  neglect,  and  the  like,  which  can  be  remedied  by  a  good  holiday. 
The  ordinary  convalescent  home  holiday  is  useless  for  the  type  of  child  at 
present  under  consideration  ;  a  period  at  the  open-air  school  may  help,  but  the 
condition  recurs  very  shortly  after  discharge,  and  the  worst  cases  may  show  no 
improvement  after  two  years  or  more  of  attendance  at  the  School. 


In  connection  with  the  Crippled  Children’s  Union,  and  their  Medical  Officer, 
Dr.  Bateman,  the  Education  Committee  have  during  1938  embarked  upon  a  new 
scheme  whereby  certain  of  these  extremely  delicate  children  have  been  sent  to 
the  Memorial  Home,  where  the  reduction  of  in-patients  for  orthopedic  work, 
mentioned  in  the  previous  section  of  the  Report,  had  resulted  in  their  being 
some  accommodation  to  spare.  Children  are  selected  by  the  School  Medical 
Officer,  and  submitted  to  Dr.  Bateman,  who  decides  as  to  their  suitability  for 
the  Memorial  Home.  Parents  are  expected  to  contribute  to  the  maintenance  of 
their  children  while  at  the  Home  according  to  their  means,  and  the  rest  of  the 
cost  is  borne  by  the  Education  Committee. 


The  Home  is  ideally  situated  in  the  country  outside  Rochdale,  and  is  well- 
known  to  Rochdale  parents  on  account  of  the  invaluable  work  done  there  for 
Cripples,  so  that  no  parent  has  so  far  raised  any  objection  to  a  child  entering  the 
Home.  21  children  were  sent  there  between  the  inception  of  the  scheme  in  the 
early  months  of  1938,  and  the  end  of  the  year.  Some  had  completed  their  stay 
by  December,  and  in  all  cases  which  have  so  far  been  seen  by  the  Medical  Officer 
the  improvement  in  general  health  is  dramatic.  It  seems  fairly  certain  that  some 
of  these  children  at  least  would  have  needed  to  go  to  a  sanatorium  later  if  their 
condition  had  not  been  improved  thus  early.  It  will  be  interesting  to  see  how 
long  this  improved  health  is  maintained,  and  these  children  are  being  kept  under 
careful  observation,  particularly  with  regard  to  the  regularity  of  their  school 
attendance. 


Co-operation  of  Voluntary  Bodies. 

The  local  Inspector  of  the  National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty 
to  Children  works  in  close  co-operation  with  the  School  Medical  Service,  and  this 
co-operation  is  mutually  helpful  in  many  ways  ;  this  department  is  again  much 
indebted  to  the  Society  and  its  Inspector. 

60  children  were  recommended  by  the  Medical  Officers  of  this  department 
for  a  holiday  at  the  St.  Annes  Convalescent  Home,  and  all  these  were  accepted 
by  the  Committee  ;  the  valuable  work  done  by  this  Home  is  much  appreciated. 
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Many  run-down  and  poor  children  have  been  given  a  holiday  at  the  Moor¬ 
land  Home  at  Wardle,  and  children  needing  such  a  holiday  are  recommended 
b\  the  school  doctors  to  apply  to  the  Moorland  Home  Committee. 

Clog  Fund. 

1  lie  Head  teachers  (  log  bund  has  supplied  223  new  pairs  of  clogs  to  poor 
children  during  the  year.  The  existence  of  this  fund  is  particularly  appreciated 
by  the  School  Medical  Officer  during  bad  weather,  when  so  many  children  are 
found  in  school  with  trashy  footwear  soaked  through  with  rain  and  mud.  The 
piesent  fashion  for  wearing  plimsolls,  which  all  children  seem  to  prefer  to  stout 
shoes,  is  unfortunate,  since  they  are  frequently  worn  in  totally  unsuitable 
weather,  and  afford  no  protection  against  such  weather.  Barefoot  children 
are  never  seen  to-day,  but  from  a  health  point  of  view  it  might  be  better  to  have 
bare  feet  which  would  soon  dry  indoors  than  to  wear  the  sodden  mass  of  canvas, 
paper,  and  torn  rubber  so  often  seen  on  children’s  feet  in  bad  weather. 

Unemployment  Assistance  Board. 

1  lie  courtesy  of  the  officials  of  this  Board  is  much  appreciated  bv  the 
Medical  Officer  on  the  many  occasions  where  the  work  of  the  Board  and  the 
School  Medical  Service  is  closelv  connected. 

Employment  of  Children  and  Young  Persons. 

1  he  number  of  children  wishing  to  enter  part-time  employment  between  the 
age  of  twelve  and  school-leaving  age  has  much  increased  during  1938,  when 
KS9  boys  and  8  girls  presented  themselves  for  the  necessary  medical  exam¬ 
ination  before  taking  up  such  work.  Three  boys  were  refused  as  their  general 
health  was  known  by  the  School  Medical  Officer  not  to  be  good.  These  are  the 
only  grounds  upon  which  such  cases  can  be  refused,  but  the  great  increase  in 
the  number  of  applicants  for  work  causes  some  disquiet  to  the  Medical  Officer, 
particularly  when  the  work  is  such  as  stage-dancing,  which  entails  late  hours 
and  possibly  other  conditions  detrimental  to  health. 

Children  and  Young  Persons  Act,  1933. 

In  connection  with  this  Act,  13  children  and  y'oung  persons  have  been 
examined  for  the  completion  of  the  medical  examination  required  in  the  event 
of  their  admission  to  Home  Office  Approved  Schools. 

Blind,  Deaf  and  Epileptic  Children,  including  other  defects. 

Two  children  are  at  a  Blind  School. 

Six  children  are  at  a  Certified  School  for  the  Deaf. 

Five  children  are  at  Certified  Schools  for  the  Epileptic. 

Thirteen  children  are  at  Certified  Schools  for  Tuberculosis. 

Six  children  are  at  Certified  Schools  for  Mental  Defectives. 

I  hrce  children  arc  at  the  Bethesda  Home  for  Cripples,  Manchester. 


91 


These  children  are  all  at  schools  outside  Rochdale.  There  are  still  120 
children  at  the  Day  Open-Air  School,  and  36  children  (orthopiedic  cases)  were 
admitted  to  the  Residential  Cripple  School  in  the  Borough  which  belongs  to 
the  Cripples’  Union,  a  voluntary  body.  In  addition  the  21  debilitated  children 
mentioned  above  were  admitted  to  this  Home. 


Cost  of  Medical  Inspection. 


The  cost  of  Medical  Inspection  and  treatment  from  April  1st,  1937,  to 
March  31st,  1938,  was  as  follows  : — 


£  s.  d. 


Salaries 

Printing,  Stationery  and  Postage  ... 
Drugs,  materials,  apparatus  and  spectacles 
Hospitals,  Nursing  Associations,  etc. 
Travelling 
Rent  ... 

Upkeep  of  premises . 

Fuel,  lighting  and  cleaning . 

Conveyance  of  children 
Miscellaneous 


Recovered  from  parents 


2,386  11  7 

110  17  7 
600  9  11 
938  6  6 
17  10  2 
381  8  8 
26  13  9 
15  9  8 
87  9  3 
2  2  0 

£4,566  19  1 
139  1  4 


The  large  increase  on  the  previous  year’s  costs  is  due  mainly  to  the  new 
Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinic,  and  the  additional  dentist,  and  dental  assistant 
appointed  during  1937. 


The  amount  and  variety  of  work  indicated  in  this  Report  again  pays  tribute 
to  the  enthusiasm  of  Dr.  Mills,  the  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer,  and  her  staff 
of  three  nurses  and  a  clerk.  That  tribute  I  wish  to  emphasise.  At  the  same  time 
it  must  be  noted  that  the  work  of  the  School  Medical  Officer  is  altering  rapidly 
in  character  in  a  way  that  no  statistics  can  indicate  adequatelv. 

In  proportion  to-day  more  and  more  time  and  energy  are  devoted  to  special 
examinations  of  the  individual,  as  contrasted  with  the  earlier  concentration  on 
routine  examinations.  The  number  of  ancillary  services  is  steadily  increasing 
and  each  year  brings  a  fresh  outside  organisation  into  the  sphere  of  co-operation 
with  the  School  Medical  Department.  In  this  way  the  individual  child  is  studied 
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more  minutely  than  ever  before,  in  regard  to  his  nutrition,  his  physical  develop¬ 
ment,  his  mental  health — the  special  service  which  will  most  benefit  him  if 
below  normal,  and  his  ultimate  entry  into  the  working  world  in  relation  to 
National  Health  Insurance  and  type  of  employment. 


In  conclusion  I  would  record  my  indebtedness  to  L)r.  Mills  for  the  prepara¬ 
tion  of  this  Report  and  the  Director  of  Education  and  his  Staff  for  their  assist¬ 
ance  in  respect  of  the  statistical  portions  of  the  Report.  I  wish  to  acknowledge 
also  the  sympathetic  support  of  the  Education  Committee,  and,  in  particular, 
of  the  School  Medical  Services  Sectional  Committee,  throughout  the  year. 


Public  Health  Offices, 
Rochdale. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
School  Medical  Officer. 


June  2Uth,  1939. 


TABLE  I. 


Return  of  Medical  Inspections,  1st  January  to  31st  December,  1938. 


A. — Routine  Medical  Inspections. 
Number  of  Inspections  in  the  prescribed  Groups — 

Entrants  •  •  » .  ..  ..  • .  ..  . . 

Second  Age  Group 
Third  Age  Group 


Total  . 

Number  of  other  Routine  Inspections 


B. — Other 

Number  of  Special  Inspections 

Number  of  Re-inspections 

Total  . 


Elementary 

875 
1365 

876 

3116 

305 

3421 


Inspections. 

.  2935 

.  6368 


9303 


C. — Children  Found  to  Require  Treatment. 
(excluding  defects  of  Nutrition,  Uncleanliness,  and  Dental  Diseases). 


Group 

(1) 

For  defective 
vision  (exclud¬ 
ing  squint) 

(2) 

For  all  other 

conditions  re¬ 
corded  in  Table 
II  A. 

(3) 

Total 

individual 

children 

(4) 

Entrants  . . 

4 

139 

117 

Second  Age  Group 

40 

230 

242 

Third  Age  Group 

41 

100 

132 

Total  (Prescribed  Groups) 

85 

469 

491 

Other  Routine  Inspections 

25 

56 

71 

Grand  Total 

110 

525 

562 

94 


TABLE  II. 

A. — Return  of  Defects  found  by  Medical  Inspection  in  the  Year  ended 

31st  December,  1938. 


Defect  or  Disease 

(i) 

Routine 

Inspections 

Special 

Inspections 

No.  of 
Defects 

No.  of 
Defects 

^Requiring  treatment 

Requiring  to  be  kept 

— .  under  observation, 

^  but  not  requiring 

treatment 

Requiring  treatment 

Requiring  to  be  kept 

under  observation, 

but  not  requiring 

treatment. 

E. 

E. 

E. 

E. 

,  Ringworm — 

Scalp  . 

1 

... 

... 

... 

Body 

•  •  • 

... 

.  .  . 

... 

Skin 

Scabies  . 

2 

•  •  • 

1 

... 

I  Impetigo  . 

8 

•  •  • 

5 

... 

Other  Diseases  (non-Tuberculous)  ... 

9 

•  •• 

4 

... 

w 

Blepharitis  . 

19 

... 

4 

... 

Conjunctivitis . 

1 

... 

1 

•  •  . 

Keratitis  . 

1 

•  •  . 

•  .  . 

... 

Eye 

Corneal  Opacities  . 

•  •• 

... 

•  .  • 

... 

Other  Conditions  (excluding  Defective 

Vision  and  Squint) 

3 

1 

.  •  . 

... 

Defective  Vision  (excluding  Squint)  ... 

110 

30 

70 

8 

^  Squint  .  . 

17 

13 

16 

1 

Defective  Hearing  . 

9 

1 

8 

... 

Ear 

Otitis  Media  ...  . 

23 

•  .  . 

8 

... 

Other  Ear  Diseases  . 

20 

1 

5 

... 

Chronic  Tonsillitis  only  . 

52 

43 

22 

1 

Nose  and 

Adenoids  only . 

11 

11 

7 

•  •  • 

Throat 

Chronic  Tonsillitis  and  Adenoids 

20 

23 

12 

•  •  • 

Other  Conditions  . 

57 

7 

38 

1 

Enlarged  Cervical  Glands  (Non-Tuberculous) 

18 

5 

8 

... 

Defective  Speech  . 

10 

1 

21 

2 

Heart  / 

Heart  Disease — 

and 

Organic  . 

3 

... 

1 

... 

Circula- 

Functional . 

14 

8 

2 

tion  1 

Amemia  ... 

11 

2 

1 

T  ( 

Bronchitis  . 

2 

1 

3 

Lungs 

Other  Non-Tuberculous  Diseases 

11 

... 

6 

... 

95 


TABLE  II. — (continued). 


Tuber- 

1  Pulmonary — 

Definite 

Suspected  ... 

E. 

E. 

E 

Non-pulmonary — 

*  •  * 

culosis  v 

Glands 

Bones  and  Joints . 

Skin 

Other  Forms 

1 

•  *  • 

*  *  * 

... 

Nervous 

System 

Epilepsy 

Chorea  ... 

Other  Conditions  . 

1 

12 

1 

1 

16 

... 

Deform- 

Rickets  ... 

10 

2 

1 

itipc  ) 

Spinal  Curvature 

9 

|  Other  Forms 

Other  Defects  and  Diseases  (excluding  Defects  nf 

99 

65 

21 

1 

Nutrition,  Uncleanliness  and  Dental  Diseases) 

80 

7 

89 

1 

Total  ... 

635 

225 

370 

15 

TABLE  II. — (continued). 

B. — Classification  of  Nutrition. 


Age  Groups 

Number  of 
Children 
Inspected 

1 

(Exc< 

T 

silent) 

I 

(Nor 

3. 

Tnal) 

C. 

(Slightly 

subnormal) 

D. 

(Bad) 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/  0 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

intrants 

875 

141 

16.1 

698 

79.8 

35 

4.0 

1 

0.1 

second  Age- 
group 

1365 

118 

8.6 

1133 

83.0 

112 

8.2 

$ 

2 

0.2 

'hird  Age-group 

876 

126 

14.4 

711 

81.2 

39 

4.4 

0 

0.0 

>ther  Routine 
Inspections  ... 

305 

96 

31.5 

198 

64.9 

11 

3.6 

0 

0.0 

Total 

3421 

481 

14.1 

2740 

80.1 

197 

5.7 

3 

0.1 

96 


TABLE  III. — Return  of  all  Exceptional  Children  in  the  Area. 


Nature  of  Defect 

At  Certified 
Special 
Schools 

At  Public 
Elementa’y 
Schools 

At  Other 
Instituti’ns 

At  no 
School  or 
Institution 

Total 

Blindness  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Partial  Blindness 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Deafness 

6 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Partial  Deafness 

— 

3 

— 

— 

3 

Mental  Defect 

6 

46 

5 

1 

58 

Epilepsy  . 

3 

— 

1 

1 

5 

Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis  . 

24 

30 

1 

4 

59 

Non-Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

9 

25 

— 

2 

36 

Delicate  Children 

92 

23 

— 

3 

118 

Crippling  . 

36 

57 

— 

2 

95 

Heart  Disease 

7 

24 

1 

5 

37 

Multiple  Defects — 

Crippled  and  M.D.  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

97 


TABLE  IV. 

Return  of  Defects  Treated  during  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1937. 

Treatment  Table. 

Group  I. — Minor  Ailments  (excluding  uncleanliness,  for  which  see  Group  VI.). 


Number  of  Defects  treated,  or  under 

treatment  during  the  year 

Disease  or  Defect 

(1) 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme 
(2) 

Otherwise 

(3) 

Total 

(4) 

Skin — 

Ringworm — Scalp  . 

36 

36 

Ringworm — Body 

19 

19 

Scabies 

1 

1 

Impetigo 

428 

428 

Other  skin  diseases  ... 

91 

91 

Minor  Eye  Defects  . 

76 

76 

(External  and  other,  but  excluding 
cases  falling  in  Group  II.) 

Minor  Ear  Defects 

Miscellaneous  ... 

316 

1505 

... 

316 

1505 

(e.g.,  minor  injuries,  bruises,  sores, 
chilblains,  etc.) 

Total  . . 

2472 

... 

2472 

TABLE  IV. — (Continued). 

Group  II.— Defective  Vision  and  Squint  (excluding  Minor  Eye  Defects 
treated  as  Minor  Ailments — Group  I.). 


Number  of  Defects  dealt  with 

Defect  or  Disease 

Under 

the 

Authority’s 

Scheme 

Otherwise 

Total 

(1) 

(2) 

(3,  f 

(4) 

Errors  of  Refractions  including 

Squint 

514 

20 

534 

Other  Defect  or  Disease  of  the 
eyes  (excluding  those  recorded 
in  Group  I.)  ...  . 

_ 

Total . 

514 

20 

534 

98 


Total  number  of  children  for  whom  spectacles  were  prescribed  : — 

(a)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme  . 

(b)  Otherwise  . 

Total  number  of  children  who  obtained  or  received  spectacles : — 

(a)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme  . 

(b)  Otherwise  . 

Group  III. — Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat. 

Number  of  Defects. 


441 

4 


480 

4 


Received  Operative  Treatment 


Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme,  in 
Clinic  or 
Hospital 


1) 


By  Private 
Practitioner 
or  Hospital, 
apart  from  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme 
(2) 


Total 


(3) 


Received 
other 
forms  of 
Treatment 


(4) 


Total 

number 

treated 


(5) 


(>) 


(ii.) 

5 


(iii.) 

207 


(iv.) 

62 


(i ) 


(ii.) 


(iii.) 

12 


(iv.) 


(i) 


(ii.) 

5 


(iii.) 

219 


(iv.) 

62 


22 


308 


(i )  Tonsils  only. 

(ii.)  Adenoids  only. 

(iii.)  Tonsils  and  Adenoids. 

(iv.)  Other  defects  of  the  Nose  and  Throat. 


TABLE  IV.— (Continued). 

Group  IV. — Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects. 


Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme 

Otherwise 

Total 

Number 

Treated 

Residential 

Treatment 

with 

Education 

Residential 

Treatment 

without 

Education 

Non- 

residential 
Treatment 
at  an 

Orthopaedic 

Clinic 

Residential 

Treatment 

with 

Education 

Residential 

Treatment 

without 

Education 

Non- 

Residential 
Treatment 
at  an 

Orthopedic 

Clinic 

Number 

of 

Children 

Treated 

_ 

_ 

258 

45 

_ 

_ 

303 

_ 

99 


TABLE  IV.— (Continued). 
Group  V. — Dental  Defects. 


(1)  Number  of  Children  who  were  : — 

(a)  Inspected  by  the  Dentist — 

5 . 

999 

6 . 

1076 

7 

Routine  Age  Groups  ^ 

1137 

1141 

9 . 

1110 

10 . 

1018 

11 . 

1008 

12 . 

1004 

13 . 

979 

14 . 

241 

Grand  Total 

9713 

(b)  Specials 

.  .  . 

... 

...  1061 

(c)  TOTAL  (Routine  and  Specials)  ... 

... 

. 

...  10774 

(2)  Number  found  to  require  treatment 

... 

... 

...  6551 

(3)  Number  actually  treated . 

... 

. 

...  4019 

(4)  Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment  . . . 

... 

...  5489 

(5)  Half-days  devoted  to — Inspection 

99 

Treatment 

716 

Total  . . 

..  815 

(6)  Fillings — Permanent  teeth 

3539 

Temporary  teeth 

338 

Total  . . 

. .  3877 

(7)  Extractions — Permanent  teeth  . . 

940 

Temporary  teeth  . . 

4425 

Total  . . 

. .  5365 

(8)  Administrations  of  General  anaesthetics  for  extractions 

— 

(9)  Other  operations  . .  Permanent  teeth 

965 

Temporary  teeth 

250 

Total  . . 

..  1215 

Group  VI. — Uncleanliness  and  Verminous  Conditions. 


(i.)  Average  number  of  visits  per  school  made  during  the  year  by  the 

School  Nurses  . .  . .  . .  . .  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  3 

(ii.)  Total  number  of  examinations  of  children  in  the  Schools  by  School 

Nurses  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  13849 

(iii.)  Number  of  individual  children  found  unclean  . .  . .  . .  904 

(iv.)  Number  of  children  cleansed  under  arrangements  made  by  the 
Local  Education  Authority 
(v.)  Number  of  cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken  : — 

(a)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1921  ..  ..  ..  ..  Nil 

(b)  Under  the  School  Attendance  Byelaws 


Nil 


Nil 


TABLE  V. 


Mental  Deficiency  Notification  of  Children)  Regulations,  1928. 

STATEMENT  OF  THE  NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN  NOTIFIED  DURING 
THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1938,  BY  THE  LOCAL  EDU¬ 
CATION  AUTHORITY  TO  THE  LOCAL  MENTAL  DEFICIENCY 

AUTHORITY. 

Total  Number  of  children  notified  4. 
Analysis  of  the  above  Total. 


Diagnosis 

Boys 

Girls 

1.  (i)  Children  incapable  of  receiving  benefit  or  further 
benefit  from  instruction  in  a  Special  School — 

(a)  Idiots  . 

1 

1 

fb)  Imbeciles  . 

_ 

2 

(c)  Others  ...  ...  ...  . 

— 

— 

(ii)  Children  unable  to  be  instructed  in  a  Special 

• 

School  without  detriment  to  the  interests  of  other 
children — 

(a)  Moral  defectives  . 

(b)  Others  .  . 

— 

— 

2.  Feeble-minded  children  notified  on  leaving  a  Special 

Voluntary 

School  on  or  before  attaining  the  age  of  16 

1 

— 

3.  Feeble-minded  children  notified  under  Article  3 

i.e.,  “  special  circumstances  ”  cases  . 

— 

— 

4.  Children  who  in  addition  to  being  mentally  defective 

were  blind  or  deaf . 

— 

— 

Grand  Total . 

1 

3 

